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*    DEADLINES  * 

Fair  and  Operating 
Grant  Appi ications 

The  deadline  was  March  1,  1984.  If 
for  any  reason  your  application  has 
not  been  submitted,  phone  Andy,  Helen 
or  Dorothy  at  427-2171  TODAY!! 

1984  Fair  Dates 

This  is  your  last  opportunity  to 
submit  event  dates  and  details  for 

inclusion  in  our  fair  date  publi- 
cation. 

1984  Capital  Projects 

If  you  plan  to  apply  for  a  capital 
grant  in  1984,  please  call  Reg  Kontz, 
427-2171.  This  helps  us  to  plan  our 
branch  budget  and  makes  your  appli- 

cation process  smoother. 

Year-End  Forms 

82%  of  year-end  forms  have  been 
received.  If  your  Agricultural  Society 
belongs  to  the  other  18%,  please  mail 
your  year-end  reports  as  soon  as 
possible.  Keep  in  mind  that  grant 
cheques  will  be  released  after  our 
receipt  of  current  year-end  reports. 

AGRICULTURE 

REGIONAL  WORKSHOPS 

WRAP-UP 

This  year  20  Agricultural 
Societies  hosted  Regional 

Workshops.  Total  atten- 
dance was  314  people, 

representing  95  agricult- 
ural societies.  26  District 

and  Regional  staff  of  the 
Alberta  Department  of 
Agriculture  participated. 

On  behalf  of  those  attend- 

ing, we'd  like  to  thank  the 
workshop  hosts  for  their 
planning  and  hospitality. 
The  friendly  atmosphere 
and  fine  foods  were 

appreciated. 

A  recurring  topic  of  con- 
versation was,  "How  to 

put  the  A£  back  into 

Agricultural  Societies". Below  is  a  list  of  ideas 
we  picked  up  along  the  way. 

-  spring  plant  sale -  farm  safety  day 

-  plan  agriculture 
component  of  school career  day -  fairs 

-  Agriculture  Week  activity 
-appreciation  dinner -seminars 

sponsor     courses  with 
D.A.  and  D.H.E. 

-  livestock  sales 
farm    tours     for  urban 

area  residents  and 
schools 

-  take    on    a    lobby  role 
regarding  agricultural 
policy  issues -write  letters 
-hold  information 
meetings 
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BFINS 

^   BfTTFR  MfETINSS 

Our  chairman  has  difficulty  chair- 
ing a  meeting.  Our  meetings  seem  to 

take  a  long  time  but  we  don't  accomplish 
much.  Have  you  ever  m.ade  these  comments 
or  heard  others  make  them?  The  key  is 
that  you,  as  a  participant  in  the  meet- 

ing, can  influence  its  outcome.  It  is 
difficult  for  any  chairman  to  take 
complete  responsibility  for  the  way  a 
group  functions.  There  are  a  number  of 
ways  that  you  can  help  the  group  work 
well  together. 

One  way  to  help  is  to  be  an 
attentive  participant.  Concentrate  on 
the  meeting.  Express  any  ideas  you  have 
on  the  subject  being  discussed.  Avoid 
the  tendency  to  withhold  ideas  out  of 

^fear  of  others  not  liking  them.  This 
^restricts  the  number  of  options  the  group 

has  to  look  at.  Each  of  us,  because 
of  our  unique  life  experience,  has 
something   special    to   offer   the  group. 

It  is  important  to  let  the  group 
know  your  opinions  of  any  proposed 
actions.  If  you  disagree,  say  so.  The 
group  may  assume  your  silence  means 
consent.  Consequently,  they  will  expect 
your  help  in  implementing  the  decision. 

While  participating  yourself,  help 
others  to  participate.  One  way  to  do 
this  is  by  asking  quieter  members  for 

their'  opinion.  If  one  or  two  people 
are  dominating  the  discussion,  help  the 
group  realize  this  through  suggesting 
that  the  group-  hear  from  some  of  the 

participants    who    haven't    spoken  yet. 

As  well   as  helping  ensure  everyone 
participates,    you    can    help    the  group 
avoid   straying   off  the  topic.      If  you 
detect  that  the  discussion  is  wandering 

^^\\off  the  topic,  mention  it  to  the  group. 

Help  the  group  put  forth  all  the 
information  needed  to  make  a  decision. 
You  can  do  this  in  two  ways.  First,  ask 
questions  to  solicit  information  from 
others  in  the  group.  Secondly,  present 
all  the  information  you  have  which  may 
relate  to  the  subject. 

If  discussion  has  carried  on  for 
some  time,  it  helps  to  summarize  the 
points  covered  so  far.  If  the  chairman 

hasn't  done  it  and  you  feel  it  is  needed, 
it  is  appropriate  for  you  to  do  so. 
This  helps  ensure  everyone  is  following 
the  discussion. 

There  may  be  times,  when  in  spite 
of  being  attentive,  you  may  feel  con- 

fused as  to  what  is  being  discussed  or 
decided.  If  you  are  feeling  that  way, 
there  is  a  good  possibility  others  are 
too.  It  is  important  for  you  to  ask 
for  clarification  so  you  can  continue 

to  be  an  active  participant.  You  can't 
participate  if  you  are  not  sure  what 
the  group  is  doing.  If  a  decision 

appears  to  have  been  made  but  you're 
not  sure  it  was,  or  who  was  to  do  it,  or 
what  the  timeline  was;  then  raise  these 
questions.  You  might  not  be  the  only 
one  wondering.  Others  just  might  be 

afraid  to  admit  they  don't  know. 

Try  these  suggestions  at  meetings 
you  attend.  Pass  these  suggestions  on 
to  others  who  want  to  make  meetings  they 
attend  more  effective.  Talk  about  these 
ideas  with  the  chairman. 



ALBERTA  AGRICULTURE'S 
HOME  STUDY  PROGRAM 

Since  its  inception  eight  years  ago. 
Home  Study  has  grown  to  a  twelve  course 
multi -faceted  operation  utilizing  mailed 
out  lessons  supplemented  with  radio, 
newspapers,  and  regional  and  district 
seminars  to  reach  farmers  on  their  home- 

steads or  prospective  farmers  in  towns  and 
cities.  The  keen  interest  shown  by  more 
than  35,000  rural  residents  since  1975  has 
resulted  in  dramatic  growth  and  expansion 

of  Home  Study's  operation.  Today  Home 
Study  can  offer  a  variety  of  courses  that 
deal  directly  with  potential  problems  and 
situations  a  farmer  might  confront  in  his 
particular   region   and   area   of  concern. 

Each  Home  Study  course  is  written  in 
plain  and  simple  English.  Each  Home  Study 
course  is  equivalent  to  a  first  year  Uni- 

versity course.  Our  courses  range  from 
weed  control  and  cattle  nutrition,  to 

agricultural  applications  of  micro- 
computers    and     irrigation  management. 

Each  Home  Study  course  covers  all  the 
basics  and  takes  you  through  the  funda- 

mentals to  advanced  agricultural  study. 
But  best  of  all,  after  you  finish  your 
course  you  can  keep  the  lessons  as  the 
start,  or  as  an  addition,  to  your  own 
reference  library.  Not  only  the  indi- 

vidual farmer,  but  the  Agriculture 
Industry  as  a  whole,  continues  to  benefit 
from  the  Home  Study  approach  to  innovative 
education. 

To  learn  more  about  innovative  agricultural 
education,  write  to: 

Home  Study 
Communications  Division 

J.G.  O'Donoghue  Bldg. 
7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 

Or  if  you  would  rather  talk,  phone  us  at 

(403)  422-2896. 

farm  safety 

letfe  talk  about.. 

There  are  two  displays  showing 
Farm  Safety  Hazards  available  for  use 
at  fairs. 

One  will  be  staffed  by  the  Farm  Safety 
Program;  the  other  must  be  super- 

vised by  local  Agricultural  Societies. 

Transportation  costs  will  be  covered 

by  Farm  Safety.    Call  427-2171  for 
further  information. 

FARM  SAFETY  THEME  for  1984 

"Maybe  Your  Eyes  Were  the  Problem" 

March  10  -  4-H  Quiz  Kids 
March  17  -  Little  Known 

Farm  Hazards  (R) 

March  24  -  Put  Fire  In  Its Place  (R) 

March  31  -  Burning  Issue  (R) 



COMMUMITV 

The  Edgerton  Agricultural  Society 
has  sponsored  a  calendar  for  the  Town  of 
Edgerton  and  surrounding  area  for  the 
last  seven  years.  This  calendar 
contains  family  birthdays  and 
anniversaries  as  well  as  the  meeting 
dates  of  local  organizations. 

"The  community  seems  to  appreciate 
this  service  more  each  year",  says 
Marilyn  Pawsey,  Secretary  of  the 
Agricultural  Society.  The  calendar  was 
making  a  profit  of  sixteen  to  seventeen 
hundred  dollars.  It  now  makes  a  profit 
of  one  thousand  dollars  per  year  as  the 
price  of  calendars  has  gone  up,  but  the 
agricultural  society  has  not  put  the 
fees  up. 

Each  January,  members  of  the 
Agricultural  Society  are  given  the 

information  sheets  from  last  year's 
listings.  They  check  back  with  the 
family  or  organization  for  changes  and 
update  the  listings.  The  area  covered 
by  the  calendar  includes  the  town  and 
rural  areas  surrounding  the  town.  About 
thirty-two  volunteers  are  involved. 
There  are  fourteen  hundred  listings  in 
the  calendar. 

Organizations  pay  fifty  cents  for 
each  listing.  Families  pay  five  dollars 
for  the  first  calendar  and  three  dollars 
each  fol lowing  year. 

Thirty-six  advertising  spots  are 
sold  each  year  at  a  cost  of  forty 
dollars  for  the  first  year  and  thirty 
dollars  each  subsequent  year. 
Businesses  tend  to  keep  the  same 
advertising  spot  each  year. 

All  the  information  is  collected  by 
June  and  collated.  The  information  is 
sent  on  for  printing  in  August.  About 
four  hundred  calendars  are  distributed. 

The      money      is      collected  from 
families      when      the      calendars  are 
delivered.          The     organizations  and 
advertisers  pay  for  the  calendars  prior 
to  ordering. 

The  printer  of  the  calendar  can 
provide  a  complete  kit  describing  how  to 
produce  a  community  calendar.  If  your 
agricultural  society  would  like  more 
information  write  or  call: 

Fred  or  Martha  Jost  Co.  Inc.  1981 
10500  Seaway  Road 
Richmond,  B.C. 
V7A  4C4 

Phone:  (604)  271-8311 
If  you  decide  to  produce  a  calendar 

through  them,  there  is  an  initial 
franchise  fee.  The  fee  was  twenty-five 
dollars  when  Edgerton  started  their 
calendar. 

ROBIN  HOOD  BAKING  FESTIVAL 

Robin  Hood  is  sponsoring  special 

baking  classes  at  this  year's fairs. 

In  addition  to  providing  local 
prizes,  Robin  Hood  will  award 
a  personal  computer  and  a  trip 
to  England  to  National  winners. 

For  further  information  contact: 

Mary  R.  Lye 
Consumer  Services  Supervisor 
Robin     Hood     Multifoods  Inc. 

Ph:  1-800-268-3232 



TWf  NEWS 

Airdrie  Publishes  Brochure 

The  Airdrie  and  District  Agricultural 
Society  has  printed  a  simple  brochure 
to  tell  the  public  about  their 
activities. 

The  brochure  is  designed  on  one  sheet 
of  8i  X  11  paper  folded  into  three  panels. 
The  name  and  address  of  the  Agricultural 

Society  and  the  "Creed  for  Volunteer 
Leaders"  appear  on  the  outer  panels.  On 
the  inner  panels  are  lists  of: 

1)  The  past  year's  activities 
2)  The    current    year's  activities 

including     dates     and  locations. 
3)  The  executive  and  directors 

of  the  Agricultural  Society 

If  you  would  like  further  information 
please  contact: 

The  Airdrie  &  Dist.   Agricultural  Society 
Box  1508 
Airdrie,  Alberta 
TOM  OBO 

COMMUNITY  CONTACTS 

WHAT'S  IN  FARM  ELECTRONICS? 

An  Agro-Electronic  Show,  featuring 
eighty  exhibitors  of  farm  applied 
electronic  technology,  will  be  held  in 
Red  Deer  from  10:00a.m.  to  6:00p.m. , 
April  13  and  14,  1984. 

Topics  wil 1  include: 

-  Farm  Equipment  Control  and 
Monitoring  Systems 

-  Livestock  Production  Systems 

-  Environmental  Control  Systems 

-  Materials  Handling  Systems 

-  Record  Management  Systems 

-  Decision  Making  Systems 

-  Off-Farm  Information  Systems 

-  Integration  of  Agro-Electronic 

Systems 
Location: 

The  Altaplex  ^ 
Westerner  Exposition  Association  ̂  
Fair  Grounds 
Red  Deer,  Alberta 

Information  Meetings 
-  General  information  on 

the  Agricultural  Societies 
Program 

Breton 

Board  Workshops 
-  A  look  at  how  the  Board 

is  functioning 

Peers 

Rycroft 

Athabasca 
Crossroads 

REGIONAL  WORKSHOPS 

Drumhel ler 
Gleichen 
Millarville 
Grovedale 

Eaglesham 
Grimshaw 

My  r  nam 
Lougheed 
Red  Willow Tilley 

Cardston 
Picture  Butte 

Resource  Meetings 

Beaverlodge  Carseland 
Lament  Gleichen 
Madden  Burdett 

Airdrie 

Charter  Presentation 

Heisler 

Fair  Workshop 

-  A  day  to  discuss  and 
evaluate  your  fair 

High  River 

Public  Relations  Workshop 
-What  are  you  doing  to 

improve  your  Publ ic 
Relations? 

Official  Opening Lloydminster 

St.  Lina 



ANNUAL  MEETING 

The  Annual  Meeting  at  North  Hill  Inn,  Red  Deer 
on  Feburary  24th  and  25th  was  a  great  success. 
Seventy  one  delegates  -  thirty  six  societies 
were  in  attendance.     Less  than  the  previous 
year  but  everyone  agreed  this  was  a  good  social 
get  together  for  exchanging  ideas  and  establishing 
a  strong  bond  between  the  Agricultural  Societies 
Province  wide. 

The  convention  began  with  a  workshop  on  the  Friday  in  which  a  lot  of  good  ideas 
and  suggestions  were  exchanged,  particularly  between  Alberta  Recreation  and  Parks 
and  Community  Services  branch  of  Alberta  Agriculture.     The  department  of  Consumer 
and  Corporate  Affairs,  were  well  represented  and  tried  to  answer  the  multitude 
of  questions  put  to  them. 

After  a  delicious  banquet  that  evening,  the  delegates  were  pleased  to  welcome 
Mr.  Jack  Campbell,  chairman  of  the  Alberta  Agriculture  Caucus  Committee,  as 
guest  speaker,  after  which  Marg  McPhee,  president  of  The  Westerner,  laid  on 
some  delightful  entertainment,  namely  a  folk-dance  group  from  Scandinavia,  and 
Scottish  Ballad  singer  and  his  two  accordian  accompanist,    and  a  group  of 
dancers  from  the  Philipines.     A  very  enjoyable  evening  was  had  by  all. 

Early  on  Saturday  morning  a  bus  was  provided  by  the  City  of  Red  Deer,  to  ferry 
delegates  to  a  delicious  pancake  breakfast  provided  by  the  directors  of  the 
Westerner  Exhibition  Association,  at  their  facility.    A  tour  of  the  facility 
by  the  directors  was  then  enjoyed  and  the  60  delegates  arrived  back  at  the 
North  Hill  Inn  in  time  for  coffee. 

The  annual  meeting  followed  and  after  the  business  at  hand  was  attended  to 
including  4  resolutions,  a  ballot  was  taken  for  the  new  directors  to  the 
board  of  AAAS.     The  meeting  concluded  at  4.00  pm.  and  there  was  a  short 

director's  meeting  to  elect  the  new  executive  as  follows:- 

ACCIDENT  INSURANCE  QUESTIONJ^AIRE  It  was  agreed  that  this  questionnaire 
should  be  circulated  for  the  third  time,  in  hopes  that  the  societies 
will  answer.     This  has  been  done  and  the  secretary  would  very  much 

appreciate  replies  as  soon  as  possible. 

FAIR  SUPPLIES  -  It  will  soon  be  time  to  start  thinking  of  forthcoming  fairs, 

and  the  Association  would  appreciate  if  fair  supplies  are  required,  they 

be  sent  for  in  plenty  of  time,  so  that  the  secretary  can  give  our  tardy 

postal  service  time  to  deliver  them. 

Jim  Tindall  -  President 
Rennie  Cormack  -  Past  President 
Fred  Burr  -  1st  Vice  President 
Roscoe  Gibb  -  2nd  Vice  President 

Dick  Burgis 

Ken  Selph  , 
Basil  Cooper 
Joan  Caine 

Wayne  Wenstrom 
Earl  Brown 
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CADOGAN  AGRICLUTURAL  SOCIETY 
OPENS  A  NEW  COMMUNITY  HALL 

On  May  5,  1984,  Reg  Kontz  of  the  Commu- 
nity Services  Branch,  had  the  pleasure 

of  attending  the  grand  opening  of  a  new 
community  hall  by  the  Cadogan  Agricult- 

ural Society. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  ceremonies 
was  the  singing  of  the  following  song  by 
the  children  of  the  local  school. 

Our  congratulations  to  the  community  of 
Cadogan  for  meeting  their  goals! 

Tune:    Yellow  Pose 

CHORUS: 

There's  a  new  hall  in  CADOGAN 
That  everyone  must  see. 

It's  such  a  place  of  beauty 
We're  as  proud  as  we  can  be. 
A  perfect  place  to  congregate 
To  meet  new  friends  and  old, 
So  when  you  feel  like  going  out 

To  Cadogan  "You'll  be  told". 

There's  discing  in  the  winter, 
A  friendly  little  game. 
And  many  times  throughout  the  year 
There  are  socials  wild  and  tame. 

Weddings,  anniversaries  and  the  senior 
circle  too. 

So  if  you're  looking  for  some  fun 
You  know  what  you  can  do. 

(CHORUS) 

Look  Inside  For: 

-  Ideas  for  the  Fair  Committee 

-Ridin'  Hi  With  4-H 

-A  Lifesaver  Course  for  Farmers 

There  are  bingo  games  on  Tuesdays, 
For  those  who  like  to  try. 
You'll  win  a  pot  of  money, 
If  you're  lucky  by  and  by. 
Or  if  you're  one  to  read  a  lot 
And  need  to  find  a  nook, 
A  library  is  in  the  back 
Just  come  and  grab  a  book. 

(CHORUS) 

What  else  could  we  all  wish  for? 
What  else  is  there  to  say? 

That's  why  we're  here  to  welcome  you 
Grand  Openings  here  today. 

Composed  by:  Mrs.  Isabel le  West 

/dlberra 

AGRICULTURE    
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COMMUNITY  CONTACTS 

Information  Meetings 
General  Information  on  the 

Agricultural  Societies  Program 

Ross  Creek 
Gil  by  Hall 
Rosal ind 

Anselmo 
Pibroch 
Devon 

Board  Workshops 
A  look  at  How  the  Board 

is  Functioning 

Rocky  Lane 
Ranfurly 

Official  Openings 

Cadogan 
Craigend 

Smith  and  Hondo 
Taber 

Resource  Meetings 

Kehewin  Reserve 
Willow  Prairie 
Clairmont 
Fort  Vermil ion 
Carbon 
Taber 
Athabasca 

Farmers'  Market 
Ai  rdrie 

Spruce  Grove 
Vermil ion 

Stettler 

High  Level 
La  Crete 

Madden 
Carmangay 

Red  Willow 

Seminars  at: 
Red  Deer 

Smoky  Lake 
Grande  Prairie 

Fair  Workshops 
A  day  to  discuss  and  evaluate  your 
Fai  r 

Vilna 

Judge's  Training  Workshop-Lacombe 

New  Agricultural  Societies 

Peers 
Rocky  Lane 
Clai  rmont 
Blackfalds 

Cherry  Grove 
Ashmont 

Harmon  Valley 

Czar 
Breton 

There  are  two  hundred  seventy-seven 
Agricultural  Societies 

fBLirm.  sa^fety 

lets  ta^lk  aboixt 

LIFESAVER  COURSE  FOR  FARMERS 

Have  you  heard  of  the  Lifesaver  Course 
for  Farmers? 

This  two  and-a-half  hour  St.  John  Ambu- 
lance course  is  being  offered  to  Alberta 

farmers  under  Alberta  Agriculture's 
Farm  Safety  Program  and  is  designed  to 
ensure  that  those  who  participate  know 
the  basic  first  aid  skills  and  procedures 
that  could  save  a  life  in  an  emergency. 

Prior  to  this  course,  there  was  nothing 

geared  to  a  farmer's  time  frame  that 
dealt  with  the  knowledge  that  is  required 
to  meet  emergency  situations.  Breathing, 
bleeding,  poisoning  and  unconsciousness 
are  the  topics  that  will  be  covered  in 
the  two  and-a-half  hour  period. 

The  manager  of  the  Farm  Safety  Program, 
Solomon  Kyeremanteng ,  says  research 
studies  have  shown  that  the  number  of 

accidents  in  the  work  place  are  consider- 
ably reduced  when  people  are  trained 

in  first  aid  skills  because  they  then 
know  what  injuries  can  result  from 
specific  situations  and  are  more  care- 

ful to  avoid  them. 

There  is  no  charge  for  the  Lifesaver 
Course  and  it  will  be  offered  anywhere  in 
the  province  if  it  is  requested  by  a 
group  of  15  to  20  farmers. 

Further  details  on  the  course  can  be 
obtained  from  Solomon  Kyeremanteng, 

Alberta  Agriculture,  J.G.  O'Donoghue 
Building,  7000  -  113  Street,  Edmonton, 
Alberta,    T6H    5T6    (Telephone:  427-2186) 



CONVENTION  NOTES 
Small  Fair  Seminar 

The  Canadian  Association  of  Exhibitions  held 
their  annual  convention  in  Edmonton,  March 
5-8,  1984.  Staff  of  the  Community  Services 
Branch  of  Alberta  Agriculture  were  asked  to 
resource  a  small  fairs  seminar.  Under  the 
capable  leadership  of  Pat  Sheehan, 
conference  participants  were  invited  to 
attend    a    seminar  with   the   objectives  of: 

1)  Developing  linkages  and  contacts  between 
delegates, 

2)  Providing  some  brag  time  to  give 
information    on    successful     ideas  and 

programs  and, 
3)  Identifying    concerns    and  discussing 

solutions  together. 

The  small  fairs  seminar  lasted  for  U  days 
of  the  convention  and  attracted  delegates 
from  small  and  large  fairs  from  across  the 
country.  A  more  detailed  summary  will  be 
printed  in  the  next  issue  of  Fairscope,  for 
those  Agricultural  Societies  who  are  members 

of  A.A.A.S.  and  thus  receive  the  C.A.E.'s 
newsletter. 

And  now  for  the  good  News! 

The  C.A.E.  is  having  its  1986  Annual 
Convention  in  Calgary  and  now  is  the  time  to 
begin  planning  to  put  together  a  group  of 
your  dedicated  fair  committee  members  to 
attend  the  convention. 

Encouraging  your  fair  committee  to  attend 
should  add  greatly  to  their  store  of  neat 
fair  ideas  and  could  be  a  great  way  for  the 
directors  to  recognize  and  encourage  fair 
volunteers. 

NORTHLANDS  AGRICOM  OPENS  THE  DOORS 

As  host  of  the  recent  C.A.E.  national 
convention,  Edmonton  Northlands  provided 
delegates  with  a  warm  welcome  to  Edmonton 
and  a  wide  range  of  interesting  activities 
between  convention  sessions. 

One  of  the  highlights  was  a  guided  tour  of 
the  new  Agricom  Building  -  an  agricultural 
and  commercial  building  providing  450,000 
square  feet  of  exhibit  space. 

Delegates  were  most  impressed  with  the  design 
and  usefulness  of  the  Agricom  Building  with 
its  three  large  exhibit  halls  as  well  as  show 
and  sales  ring. 

Any  Agricultural  Society  considering  building 
a  multi-use  building  of  any  size,  should  tour 
the  Agricom  Building  for  ideas.  Contact: 
LeRoy  Emerson  at  Edmonton  Northlands,  Phone: 
471-7210 



RODEO  CHAMP  RIDIN'  HI  WITH  4-H 

By  Bob  Coe 
4-H  Staff  Reporter 

Three-time  Canadian  Pro  Rodeo  Assoc- 
iation All  Around  Cowboy,  Tom  Eirikson, 

launched  the  1984  Alberta  4-H  promotion- 
al  campaign  this  week  at  Olds,  Alberta. 

Eirikson,  a  former  4-H  beef  club  member 
from  Spruce  View,  west  of  Innisfail,  is 

4-H  "celebrity  spokesman"  for  the  year- 
long campaign  which  is  intended  to  en- 

courage 4-H  participation  by  qualified 
rural  youth. 

The  30-year-old  Longview,  Alberta  cowboy 
introduced  the  campaign  at  the  1984  Pro- 
cincial  4-H  Selections  award  breakfast 
at  Olds  College.  The  annual  event  drew 
144  senior  4-H  members  from  throughout 
the  province. 

Eirikson  was  chosen  as  4-H  celebrity 

spokesman  because  of  his  "star"  status 
in  rodeo,  and  his  long-standing  4-H  in- 

volvement. He  won  CPRA  All  Around  Cow- 

boy in  1980,  '81  and  '83.  He  was  club 
reporter,  secretary,  vice-president  and 
president  of  his  4-H  club  during  a  dec- 

ade of  involvement  with  the  Spruce  View 
club. 

Eirikson  will  be  featured  in  a  "4-H 
Clubtime"  TV  episode,  radio  and  tele- 

vision promos,  a  4-H  calendar  and  various 
personal  and  print  media  promotions  dur- 

ing   the    Ridin'    Hi    With   4-H  campaign. 

Agricultural  societies. 

vol ved    in    the  "Ridin theme. 

can  become  in- 

High   with  4-H" 

Decals,  banners  and  radio  jingles  are 
available  to  assist  you  to  promote  4-H 
activities.  These  items  all  reflect  the 

"Ridin'  High  with  4-H"  theme  and  give 
your  local  club  an  opportunity  to  link 
local  events  with  the  provincial  adver- 

tising campaign. 

For  further  information,  contact  your 
Regional  4-H  Specialist  at: 

Tom 

Eirikson 

Lethbridge 
Airdrie 
Red  Deer 
Stettler 
Vermil ion 
Barrhead 
Fairview 

Milo  Barfuss 
Brian  Maitland 

Henry  Weigman 
Doug  Norman 
Rod  MacMillan 
Candace  Bjorge 
Susan  Jackson 

Grande  Prairie  Kathy  Raines 

329-5167 
948-5101 
343-5111 
742-4481 
853-2811 
674-8248 
835-2291 
538-5285 



We  were  very  pleased  with  the  response  from  our  members 
to  our  last  Accident  Insurance  questionaire  and  are  at 
this  moment  finalizing  a  policy  for  implementation  as 
of  June  30th  1984.     The  premium  will  be  $75.00  per  society. 

By  the  time  this  newsletter  is  in  print,  a  letter 
explaining  the  full  benefits  of  this  policy,  along  with 
an  applciation  form,  will  have  been  sent  out.      If  any 
reader  has  not  received  this  information  and  would  like 

a  copy  please  contact :- 

Eve-Lyn  M.  Cockle, 
Secretary/Treasurer, 
Alberta  Association  of  Ag.  Societies, 

J.  G.  O'Donoghue  Building, 
7000  -  113  Street, 
EDMONTON,  Alta.  T6H  5T6.  Phone:  427-2174 

oOo— 
Due  to  the  lack  of  response  from  members  for  nominess  for  the  AAAS  Honorary 
Membership  Award  last  year,  it  was  decided  to  promote  this  during  the  summer 
fairs.      Information  and  application  forms  for  this  award  will  be  circulated 
by  the  Community  Services  department  and  the  AAAS  directors,  during  their 
visits  to  the  fairs.     There  will  also  be  a  circular  letter  sent  out  in  the 
fall. 

— oOo— 

Judging  by  the  number  of  fairs  listed  in  the  1984  department  Fair  Book 
being  finalized  at  the  moment,  there  will  be  more  fairs  held  this  year 
than  last.      It  is  hope  that  preparations  for  these  fairs  are  now  well 
under  way  and  that  fair  supplies  will  be  ordered  in  good  time.  AAAS 
would  like  to  wish  the  hard  workers  involved  good  luck  in  their  endeavours 
and  a  very  successful  fair. 

— oOo-- 



CONCERNS  OF  THE  FAIR  COMMITTEE 

OR 

EVERYTHING  YOU  WANTED  TO  KNOW  ABOUT 
PUTTING  ON  A  FAIR, 

BUT  YOU  WERE  TOO  BUSY  TO  ASK. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  ideas,  tips 
and  practical  suggestions  that  we  in  the 
Community  Services  Branch  have  picked  up 
on  our  travels  -  talking  to  fair 
committees  around  Alberta.  There  are 
also  some  ideas  from  fair  committees 
from  across  Canada. 

We  have  organized  these  ideas  into  10 
categories  with  a  point-form  list  of 
ideas  in  each  category. 

Feel  free  to  use  any  or  all  of  the  ideas 
in  your  fair. 

1:  FAIR  BOOKS 

-  help  people  in  your  community  to 
exhibit: 

-  pre-print  the  handicrafts  and 
home  arts  sections  in  late  fall 
to  allow  people  to  plan  their 
craft  projects  over  the  winter. 

-  consult  the  teachers  in  your 
school  early  in  the  school  year 
to  determine  which  topics  or 
units  might  be  appropriate  for 
entry  in  the  fair. 

-  keep  abreast  of  Further  Education 
or    other    craft    classes  being 
taught    in    the    district  which 
might  be  a  source  of  new  entries 
in  handicrafts. 

-  set  up  a  system  of  revising 
the  fair  book  classes  on  a 

regular  basis  -  some  fair  com- 
mittees delete  any  class  which 

has  not  had  an  entry  for  two 
consecutive  years. 

-  review  entry  rules  and  regula- 
tions to  make  sure  that  they  say 

clearly  and  precisely  what  you 
mean. 

2:  JUDGES  -  Rules  and  Regulations 

-  contact  your  local  District  Agri- 
culturist or  District  Home  Economist 

to  acquire  judges  for  your  Class  "C" or  "D"  fair. 

-  judges    claims    for    payment    must  be 
routed  through  the  local  D.A.  or 
D.H.E.  office  on  the  appropriate  form. 

-  the  Department  of  Agriculture  pays 
judges  an  honorarium  for  services  of 
$60.00  per  day  maximum,  plus  mileage 
charges  at  .22(t/km  to  a  maximum  of 
480  km  round  trip  -  lodging  and  meal 
expenses  are  covered  at  current  govern- 

ment rates,  if  applicable. 

-  if  your  Agricultural  Society  pays  the 
judge  directly,  we  ARE  NOT  able  to 
reimburse  you. 

-  if  you  hire  a  judge  who  charges  more 
than  $60.00/day  -  you  pay  the 
diffe'^ence. 



3:  JUDGES  CARE 5:  VOLUNTEERS  AND  THE  FAIRS 

-  send  a  prize  list  to  the  judges  before 
the  fair 

-  make  judges  aware  of  new  or  special 
classes  for  this  year's  fair 

-  ask  the  judges  for  a  list  of  any 
supplies  or  equipment  they  might 
require  such  as;  a  table,  extra  port- 

able   lighting    for    close  examination 
or  extra  dishes  to  receive  food  items 
which  have  been  tasted. 

-  confirm  arrangements  with  the  judge  by 
letter 

-  provide    judges    with    a  hospitality 
room,  if  possible 

-  do    not    discuss    entries    during  the 
judging 

4:  FAIR  GRANTS 

-  apply  for  the  fair  grant  as  soon  after 
the  fair  as  you  can  obtain  photocopies 
of  cancelled  cheques  and  invoices  for 
eligible  expenses. 

-  in  order  to  avoid  a  delay  in  processing 
fair  grants,  ensure  that  all  eligible 
expenses  are  documented  with  a 
cancelled  cheque  and  invoice. 

-  ask  other  community  groups  to  organize 
a  specific  event  -  make  sure  that 
responsibilities    are    clearly  defined 

-  clarify  who  pays  the  bills  and  who 
keeps  the  money 

-  encourage  maximum  involvement  by 
making  each  committee  responsible  for 
recruiting  their  own  members 

-  start  and  maintain  a  procedures  manual 
-  keep  a  list  of  things  that  need 

to  be  done  before,  during  and 
after  the  fair 

-  keep  a  list  of  contacts  useful 
to  the  fair  committee,  suppli- 

ers, display  groups,  resource 

people 
-  keep  a  list  of  activities  that 
worked  well  and  the  details  of 

organizing  them 

-  keep  a  list  of  the  activities 
that  did  not  work  well 

make  the  procedures  manual 
available  to  next  years  fair 
committee 

-  committee  heads  should  send  out  thank 
you  letters  to  their  volunteers 

-  display  posters  at  the  fair  pointing 
out  the  sponsors  of  the  fair 

-  make  sure  that  new  volunteers  are  made 
to  feel  welcome,  comfortable  and 
useful 

-  smile  a  lotl 



6:  FAIR  PUBLICITY 

-  call  on  the  local  radio  station  prior 
to  fair  day  and  present  the  announcers 
with  some  fresh  baked  goodies  and  en- 

courage   them    to    talk-up    the  fair. 

-  prepare  a  media-package  for 
presentation    to    the    local  newspaper 
and  radio 

-  a  media  package  should  include: 
-  a  prize  list 
-  a  schedule  of  events 
-  a  map  of  the  grounds 
-  a  history  of  the  fair 

(updated  annually) 
-  special  events 

-  prepare  a  highway  sign  with  dates  and 
directions 

-  enter  your  neighbouring  communities' 
parades 

-  enter  your  own  parade  to  promote  the 
Agricultural  Society  to  your  own 
community 

-  set  up  a  competition  between  the  mayors 
of  your  neighbouring  communities 

7:NEW  CLASSES  IN  THE  BENCH 
AND  HORTICULTURE  SHOWS 

-  dried  fruit,  vegetables  and  meat 
-  ethnic  items  in  handicrafts,  foods, 

etc. 

-  homemade  pasta 
-  microwave  cooking 
-  homemade  yogurt 
-  homemade  cheese 
-  classes  for  men  only  in  baking 
-  classes  for  women  only  in  woodcarving 
-  imaginative   flower  arrangements,  eg: 

-  in  black  and  white 
-  arrangements  in  a  frame 
-  depict  a  song,  movie,  play,  etc. 

-  specify  flower  types 
-  images  in  sand  (Japanese  garden) 

8:CHILDRENS'  ACTIVITIES  AND  WAYS  TO 
INVOLVE  YOUTH  IN  THE  FAIR 

-  coordinate  activities  through  the  local 
Recreation  Association  or  playground 
leaders. 

-  ask  the  children  to  organize  and 
perform  a  puppet  show 

-  set  up  a  treasure  hunt  throughout  the 
fai  rg rounds 

-  have  a  pet  show 

-  set  up  guessing  games  such  as;  count 
the  jellybeans  in  a  jar 

-  set  up  a  bike  decorating  contest  and 
feature  them  in  the  parade 

-  organize  a  giant  candy  drop  fr^ii  an 
airplane  on  fair  day 

-  hold  a  competition  for  the  most  useful 
application  of  computers  and  ask  the 
entrants  to  demonstrate  their  handi- 

work at  the  fair 

-  organize  a  poster  competition  to 
promote  the  fair  and  use  the  entries 
in  your  publicity  campaign 

-  arrange  a  day  care  on  fair  day;  ask  a 
teen  group  to  organize 

-  set  up  a  lawn  and  garden  tractor  rodeo 

-  set  up  a  hay  ride 



9:  IDEAS  FOR  DISPLAYS  AT  THE  FAIR 

-  local    health   unit   -   blood  pressure 
cl inic 

-  4-H  clubs 
-  local    service   clubs   such   as  Lions, 

Kinsmen,  etc. 
-  Breed  Associations 
-  commodity  groups  such  as  milk 

producers,  beef  marketing  groups,  etc. 
-  regional  planning  commission 
-  local  R.C.M.P.  detachment 
-  local  ambulance  authority 
-  fire  department 
-  Agricultural  Service  Board 
-  set  up  your  own  display/demonstration 

representing   food   production  systems, 
ie:  examples  of  the  feed  to  meat 
products    process    in    the  livestock 
industry. 

10:  GROUNDS  MAINTENANCE  AND  EQUIPMENT 

-  keep  it  clean  -  ensure  there  are 
sufficient  garbage  cans 

-  provide    seating    for    special  events 

supervise    the    parking    of  vehicles 

-  advertise    the    times    and  locations 
of  all  events  throughout  the 
grounds 

-  use  a  public  address  system  to  keep 
people  informed  of  what  is  happening 

-  designate    and    control    where  horses 
and  livestock  can  travel 

ATTENTION  ALL  FAIR  COMMITTEES! 

We    in    the    Community    Services  Branch 
are  revving  up  our  engines  for  another 
season   of   FAIR  VISITS      but  we  need  a 

copy  of  your  FAIR  BOOK  so  that  we  can 
plan  our  travels. 

Please  send  a  copy  as  soon  as  the  book 
is  ready,  to: 

Community  Services  Branch 
Alberta  Agriculture 

201,     J.     G.     O'Donoghue  Rldg. 
7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  2W5 
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Our  Annual  Show  rolls  round  once  more 
In  August,  nineteen  hundred,  &  eighty  four. 
Get  out  those  Stetsons,  Boots  and  Jeans 
and  show  the  folks  what  all  this  means! 

The  various  acts  are  on  the  ball 
In  the  Arena  and  at  the  hall. 

So  pick  up  a  program  and  then  you  will  know 
all  about  these  events  in  our  wonderful  show! 

We  hope  you've  enjoyed  all  our  notes  this  spring. 
This  is  the  last  we  are  able  to  bring. 
So  please  wear  a  button  and  come  to  the  fair 
and  we  will  be  glad  to  welcome  you  there. 

This  poem  is  the  July  installment  of  a  series 
written  by  Claud  Summers  for  the  Bentley  and 
District  Agricultural  Society  and  published  in 
the  Bentley  monthly  newsletter.     It  is  a  way 
to  remind  the  community  of  the  upcoming  fair! 
See  inside  for  the  other  installments. 

Our  thanks  to  Bentley  for  sharing  both  the 
idea  and  the  poetry  I 

REGIONAL  WORKSHOPS 

Agricultural  Society  Regional  Work-shops 
will  be  held  in  November  1984  and  January 
1985.  There  will  be  twenty  workshops 
across  the  Province  for  agricultural 
society  members  and  other  interested 
people. 

The  purpose  of  these  workshops  is  to 
provide  an  opportunity  to  share  ideas 
and  to  discuss  how  to  be  an  effective 
community  organization. 

/^Iberra 
AGRICULTURE 

Agricultural  Societies  are  needed  to  act 
as  hosts  for  these  workshops.  The 
responsibilities  of  the  host  are  to  send 
out  invitations  and  provide  the 
facilities,  coffee  and  lunch.  Any  costs 
involved  can  be  recovered  through  a 
registration  fee.  The  Community  Services 
Branch  will  provide  a  list  of 
agricultural  societies  in  your  area, 
sample  invitations  and  information  about 
the  workshop.  Branch  staff  will  prepare 
the  workshop  program  and  present  the 
material  that  day. 

If  you  are  interested  in  hosting  a 
workshop,  please  call  Reg,  Andy,  Dorothy 
or  Helen  at  427-2171.  More  detailed 
information  about  the  subject  of  the 
workshop,  locations  and  hosts  will  appear 
in    future    issues    of    this  newsletter. 

Community  Services/Engineering  and  Rural  Services  Division,  7000-1 13  St.  Edmonton,  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 





ATTENTION  ALL  REGISTERED  CHARITIES! 
FAIR  GRANTS 

do  you  plan  to  hold  a  fund-raising  event, 
such  as;  a  dinner,  ball  or  concert  where 
all    or   part   of   the   ticket   price  is 
considered  to  be  a  gift  or  donation  to 
your  charity? 

do  you  plan  to  issue  an  official  tax 
deduction  receipt  to  participants  in 
these  activities? 

if  you  answered  yes  to  both  of  these 
questions,  you  should  be  aware  of  recent 
changes  to  the  income  tax  regulations. 

procedures  for  calculating  and  justi- 
fying the  charitable  donation  portion  of 

the  ticket  price  has  been  simplified. 

there  have  also  been  changes  regarding 
the  effect  of  lotteries,  draws,  auctions, 
or  goods  on  the  eligibility  of  ticket 
prices  as  donations. 

details  of  all  these  changes  are  con- 
tained in  the  Interpretation  Bulletin. 

Number  :    IT  -  llOR 
Date      :    February  20,  1984 
Subject:    INCOME  TAX  ACT 

Charitable  Donation  and  Like 
Receipts:  Tickets  and  Special 
Fund-Raising  Events. 

requests  for  Bulletin  IT-UOR  and  all 
related    questions    should    be  directed 
to:    Revenue  Canada 

Tax  Division 

Edmonton:  420-3510 

Calgary  :  231-4101 

Application  forms  for  the  1984  fair  grant 
have  been  mailed  to  all  Agricultural 
Societies.  Please  submit  your  appli- 

cation as  soon  as  your  documentation 
is  complete.  Remember,  the  deadline  for 
applications  is  March  1,  1985. 

REMINDER 

If  you  are  interested  in  hiring  workers 
through  government  employment  incentive 
programs,  please  contact  the  nearest 
office  of  Canada  Manpower.  We  have  no 
information  at  this  time  and  suggest  you 
make  your  inquiries  directly  to  Canada 
Manpower. 

news 

IN  THE  leis 

Operating  Grant  to  Class  "C"  and  "D" Societies. 

The  annual  operating  grant  towards  the 
cost  of  utilities  and  insurance  on 
facilities,  owned  or  operated  by 
Agricultural  Societies,  has  been  raised 
from  a  maximum  of  $5000.00  to  a  maximum  of 
$7000.00  annually.  This  change  is  in 
effect  for  expenses  incurred  in  the  1984 
calendar  year. 



4-H  CENTRE  TO  BE  DEDICATED 

by 

Bob  
Coe 

4-H  
Staff  

Reporter 
A  series  of  green  and  white  ribbons  will 
be  cut  when  the  Alberta  4-H  Centre  is 
dedicated  and  officially  opened  at 
Battle  Lake  August  11th. 

The  first  permanent  structure  of  the 
Alberta  4-H  Centre,  50  kilometers  west 
of  Wetaskiwin  on  Highway  13,  will  be 
officially  dedicated  and  opened  at  3:00 
p.m.,  Saturday^  August  11th.  The 
$200,000  two-storey,  6,200  square-foot 
building  was  begun  March  21st.  The 
project  was  completed  one  full  month 
ahead  of  schedule. 

Harold  Anderson  of  Delacour,  dedication 
ceremony  chairman  and  master  of 
ceremonies,  urges  4-H  members,  leaders 
and  their  families  to  attend  the  two-day 
event.  "4-H'ers  throughout  the  province 
have  a  personal  and  vested  interest  in 
the  4-H  Centre  through  their 
contibutions.  We  hope  they  will  all 
take  the  opportunity  to  attend  the 
dedication  and  see  what  their  work  has 

done  for  present  and  future  4-H  members 
in  Alberta." 

of  the  building, 
at    Battle  Lake, 
Parade  during 
Provincial  4-H 

4-H  clubs  throughout  Alberta  have  worked 
years  raising  funds  for  the  construction 

Fund  raising  started 
as  a  Penny  Pouring 
the  August,  1980 
Rally.  More  than 

one-million  pennies  were  collected. 
Countless  contributions  including  calf 

donations,  Klondike  Days  "Steer-A-Day" 
raffles,  auctions  sales,  memorial 
contributions  and  other  projects,  added 
to  the  building  funds. 

lets  ta^lk  a^bout 

In  the  Spring  we  introduced 
the  "Lifesaver"  first  aid 
course  for  farmers,  2%  hours 
of  "hands  on"  training. 
This  fall  we  will  intro- 

duce the  "Heartsaver"  course 
to  farmers,  4%  hours  of 
"hands  on"  training.  Write 
to  us  for  more  Information. 
Maybe  this  course  might  help 
you  save  a  life! 

Solomon  Kyeremanteng 
Farm  Safety  Program,  Alberta 

Agriculture 
7000  -  113  Street,  Edmonton 

or  phone  427-2186. 

TIPS  FOR  EFFECTIVE  PLANNING 

Our  branch  is  available  to  come  out  and 
work  together  with  your  board  to  enhance 
the  effectiveness  of  your  agricultural 
society  in  such  areas  as:  Goal  Setting, 
Public  Relations,  Financial  Management, 
Effective  Meetings,  Planning  for  Capital 
Projects  or  other  topics.  To  arrange  a 
meeting  between  the  branch  and  your 
board  call,  Andy,  Helen  or  Dorothy  at 
427-2171. 

Fair  committees  who  meet  to  evaluate  the 
fair  while  memories  are  still  fresh 
report  good  results.  These  evaluations 
often  lead  to  fresh  new  approaches  to 
future  fair.  Your  District  Home 
Economist  and  District  Agriculturist  are 
usually  involved  to  some  extent  with 
several  fairs.  They  have  ideas  and 
suggestions  which  you  may  find  helpful. 
Discuss  the  possibility  of  holding  a  fair 
evaluation  meeting! 



BENTLEY  &  DISTRICT  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 
MONTHLY  NOTES 

MARCH  -  1984 

March  winds  and  April  showers 
Bring  forth  spring  and  May  flowers. 

Time  marches  on  as  we  well  know. 

So  let's  get  busy  on  this  year's  show! 

March  is  the  month  for  planning  anew. 
Let  us  hear  your  ideas  -  you  must  have  a  few! 

APRIL  -  1984 

Activities  galore  for  Eighty-four  include 
all  the  bench  show  and  much,  much  more. 

As  usual  the  Rodeo  will  draw  a  big  crowd 
for  all  three  nights  in  a  row,  for  which 
we  are  proud. 

An  added  attraction  right  after  the  parade 

is  "Jackass  Polo",  an  they've  got  it  made! 

Pancake  breakfasts  at  7.00  A.M. 
will  start  the  days  right  again  and  again! 

So  watch  the  Newsletter  for  further  attraction. 
As  each  month  goes  by  we  will  add  to  the  action! 

MAY  -  1984 

We  ask  all  you  gardeners  in  country  and  town 

to  plan  all  your  entries  and  win  great  renown'. 
So  enter  your  garden,  and  yard,  and  sweet  peas. 
Our  judges  will  choose  the  best  of  all  these. 

Now  is  the  time  to  get  ready  you  know, 

As  August's  the  month  of  our  annual  show. 

Bentley  merchants  are  asked  to  spruce  up  their  space 
with  flowers  and  plants  in  front  of  their  place. 
Awards  will  be  made  for  the  best  of  displays 
In  boxes  and  baskets  during  Rodeo  days! 



JUNE  -  1984 

The  rains  in  May  make  hay  they  say 
and  fill  the  heads  of  barley. 
We  plant  our  seeds  and  kill  the  weeds 
and  fertilize  the  peas  an  beans, 
and  all  the  rest  by  Golly! 

In  June  we  trim  the  grass  and  hedge 
and  do  our  best  to  get  the  edge, 
and  win  the  prizes  for  our  yards  and 
gardens  in  July. 

So  enter  now  and  man  the  plow 
and  plant  your  veggies  row  on  row. 

And  don't  forget  the  prize  sweet  peas; To  win  acclaim  with  all  of  these 

when  August  rolls  around! 

Our  Annual  Show  rolls  round  once  more 
In  August,  nineteen  hundred,  &  eighty  four. 
Get  out  those  Stetsons,  Boots  and  Jeans 
and  show  the  folks  what  all  this  means! 

The  various  acts  are  on  the  ball 
In  the  Arena  and  at  the  hall. 

So  pick  up  a  program  and  then  you  will  know 
all  about  these  events  in  our  wonderful  show! 

We  hope  you've  enjoyed  all  our  notes  this  spring. 
This  is  the  last  we  are  able  to  bring. 
So  please  wear  a  button  and  come  to  the  fair 
and  we  will  be  glad  to  welcome  you  there. 

JULY  -  1984 

COMMUNITY  CONTACTS  -  June/July 

Information  i^eetings 
-  General  information  on  the 
Agricultural  Societies  Program 

Resource  Meetings 

Rycroft     Cremona  Bowden 
Eaglesham  High  River  Claresholm 
Bonanza  Gleichen 

Devon 
Zella 
Blackfalds 

Exhibitors  Worshop 

Board  Workshops 
-  A  look  at  how  the  Board 

is  functioning 
Barrhead  Regional  Office 

Fair  Visits 
Ashmont Minburn 

Fort  Assiniboine 
Wanham  Plowing  Match 
Lloydminster 
Red  Deer 
Vermil ion 

Vegrevil le 



■'irORAL  80C' 

INSURANCE 

The  accident  insurance  policy,  implemented  by  the  directors 

of  the  Alberta  Association  of  Agricultural  Societies,  for 

A.A.A.S.  members,  now  has  around  60  societies  participating 

If  our  members  keep  up  this  good  response,  we  will  be  able 

to  hold  the  annual  premium  down  to  $75.00  per  society. 

In  case  there  are  still  a  few  societies  unaware  of  this  policy,  an  extract  is  noted 

below.     Arty  further  information  can  be  obtained  from  our  brokers :- 

Mr.  Ted  Petroff, 
Tomenson  Saunders  Whitehead  Limited, 
Suite  1040, 
10025  Jasper  Avenue, 
EDMONTON,  Alta.  T5J  1S6. 

Tel:  428-0390. 

GROUP  ACCIDENT  INSURANCE 

"he  Association  is  making  availtdile  a  group  accident nsurance  plan  and  we  would  like  to  outline  the  benefits 
n  the  policy. 

ACCIDENT  REIMBURSEMENT  EXPENSE $1,000.00 

PECIFIC  LOSS  ACCIDENT  INDEMNITY $10,000.00  Principal  Sum 

hen  injury  shall  result  in  any  of  the  following  losses  within 
hree  hundred  and  sixty-five  days  after  the  date  of  the 
ccident,  the  Insurer  will  pay  for: 
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The  Principal 
The  Principal 
The  Principal 
The  Principal 
The  Principal 

Sun 

Sum Sum 
Sum 
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Life   
Both  Bands   
Both  Feet   
Entire  Sight  of  Both  Eyes   
One  Hand  and  One  Foot   
One  Hand  and  the  Entire  Sight 
Eye    The  Principal  Sum 
One  Foot  and  the  Entire  Sight 
Eye    The  Principal  Sum 
One  Arm   Three-Fourths  of  The  Principal  Sum 
One  Leg    Three-Fourths  of  The  Principal  Sum 
One  Hand    One-Half  of  The  Principal  Sum 
One  Foot    One-Half  of  The  Principal  Sum 
the  Entire  Sight  of  One 

  One-Half  of  The  Principal  Sum Thumb  and  Index 
  One-Quarter  of  The  Principal  Sum 

pBB"  as  above  used  with  reference  to  hand  or  foot  means mplete  severance  through  or  above  the  wrist  or  ankle  joint, 
t  below  the  elbow  or  knee  joint;  as  used  with  reference  to 
B  or  leg  means  complete  severance  through  or  above  the  elbow 
knee  joint?  as  used  with  reference  to  thumb  means  the  com- 
»te  loss  of  the  entire  phalanx  of  the  thumb;  as  used  with 
farence  to  index  finger  means  the  complete  loss  of  tvo  entire 
ilanges  of  the  index  finger;  and  as  used  with  reference  to 

sans  the  irrecoverable  loss  of  the  entire  sight  thereof. 

[;KLY  INDEMNITY $100.00 
kly  accident  indemnity  payable  to  an  insured  person 
abled  and  prevented  from  performing  each  and  every  duty 
taining  to  his  or  her  occupation  with  benefits  payable 
to  52  consecutive  weeks  as  •  result  of  any  one  accident. 

Reimbursement  for  expenses  incurred  as  a  result  of  an 
accident  which  are  not  covered  by  Alberta  Health  Care 
such  as  ambulance  service,  prescription  drugs  and  medi- 

cine and  special  hospital  services. 

DENTAL  EXPENSE 
$250.00 

When  injury  to  whole  or  sound  teeth  shall,  within  thirty 
days  of  the  date  of  the  accident,  require  treatment,  re- 

placement or  x-rays  by  a  legally  qualified  dentist  or  dental surgeon,  the  Insurer  will  pay  the  expense  actually  incurred 
by  the  Insured  Person  within  twenty-six  weeks  after  the  date of  the  accident  for  such  treatment  or  services,  not  to  exceed 
in  the  aggregate  $250.00  as  the  result  of  any  one  accident, 
provided  however  that  Accident  Reimbursement  Exp>ense  coverage 
is  afforded  under  this  policy  on  the  date  of  the  accident. 
Capped  or  crowned  teeth  shall  be  deemed  to  be  whole  or  sound teeth. 

Any  payments  made  under  this  part  shall  be  in  accordance  with 
the  schedule  of  fees  published  by  the  Dental  Association  in 
the  Province  of  the  Insured  Person's  residence.     Where  no schedule  of  fees  is  available,  the  Ontario  Dental  Association 
Schedule  of  Fees  will  be  used. 

ELIGIBILITY 

For  the  purposes  of  this  insurance.  Insured  Persons  shall  be 
considered  to  be  all  full-time  and  part-time  employees, 
directors,  and  volunteers  who  perform  duties  for  enrolled 
societies.     The  hazards  against  *»hich  insurance  is  provided 
under  this  policy  are  Injury  Sustained  by  an  Insured  Person 
while  and  In  consequence  of  participating  in  any  organized 
activity  of  enrolled  societies. 

ANNUAL  PREMIUM 

$75.00  per  agricultural  society. 





I  Agricultural  Societies 

Newsletter ISSN:  0228-1090 

REMINDERS 

The  agricultural  society  Annual  Meeting 
must  be  held  on  or  before  December  20 
each  year. 

Year-end  reports  must  be  in  by 
January  15,  1985. 

Have  you  sent  in  your  fair  grant  applic- 
ation? 

Have  your  fair  volunteers  met  to  evalu- 
ate the  fair? 

The  operating  grant  application  can  be 
completed  and  sent  to  us  before  the 
end  of  the  year  if  you  have  incurred 
fourteen  thousand  dollars  ($14,000.00) 
in  eligible  expenses. 

WISHING  TO  SEE  YOUR  NAME  IN  PRINT? 

Have  you  an  idea  or  an  article  for  the 
newsletter?  Send  it  along  -  we  welcome 
all  submissions! 

Send  it  to  Andy,  Dorothy  or  Helen  at: 

Alberta  Agriculture 
Community  Services  Branch 

201,  J.  6.  O'Donoghue  Building 
7000  -  113  Street 
EDMONTON,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 

Telephone: 427-2171 

/diberra 
AGRICULTURE 

OCTOBER  1984 

1984-85 
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SOCIFTV 
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WORKSHOPS 

See  Inside  For  Details! 

!  IN  THIS  ISSUE
  " 

I   -  Fair  Del ights 
-  4-H  Clubtime  On  Air 

-  How  Groups  Make  Decisions -  "CPR"  Course 

ONE  VOLUNTEER 
FORCED  MEN 

IS    BETTER    THAN  TEN 

African Proverb 

Community  Services/Engineering  and  Rural  Services  Division,  7000-1 13  St.  Edmonton,  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 





1984  -  85  Agricultural  Society 
Regional  Workshops 

The  Agricultural  Society  Regional  Work- 
shop is  a  chance  to  meet  other  volunteers 

involved  in  activities  you  know  about. 
Conducted  by  the  staff  of  the  Community 
Services  Branch  of  Alberta  Agriculture, 
Regional  Workshops  are  a  forum  to  ex- 

change local  experiences  to  solve  local 
problems. 

This  year  we  will  examine  that  ever- 
present  challenge  of  financial  planning 
and  decision-making.  We  will  be  dis- 

cussing the  skills  and  responsibilities 
of  the  Board  of  Directors,  committees  and 

individual  members  in  responsible  fin- 
ancial management  of  their  agricultural 

society. 

Specific  skills  to  be  discussed  include: 

-  financial  planning 
-  budgeting 
-  reporting 
-  communication  between  the  board, 

committees  and  individual  members 

-  working  together  as  a  group 
-  evaluation 

We  hope  the  workshops  will  be  interesting 
and  jam-packed  with  useful  ideas.  We 
know  they  will  be  if  you  join  us  and 
participate! 

Regional  Workshops  are  confirmed  for  the 
following  locations  this  fall: 

Barrhead  -  Prov.  Bldg.      -  Nov.  20,  1984 

Evansburg  -  Arena  Lounge  -  Nov.  21,  1984 

Elk  Point  -  Community 
Services  Bldg. -Nov.  27,  1984 

Thorhild  -  Arena  Complex  -  Nov.  29,  1984 

An  invitation  from  the  hosting  agricult- 
ural society  in  your  district  will  be 

sent  out  soon. 

1984-85 

AGI^ICUtTURAl 

SOCIFTV 

Plan Now to attend! 

ACTIONS 

f  INANCI  At 

CONSFQUFNCFS 

they're  your 

responsibility 



COMMUNITY  CONTACTS LEADERSHIP  WORKSHOPS  BY  R.E.D.A. 

Fairs 

Brooks Nobleford 
High  River Vauxhal 1 
Rumsey Cochrane 
Stettler I  rma 
Ranf uri v Grand  Centre 
Lac  Bel  1 evue Wai  nwri  ght 
Two  Hills Marwayne 
Lakedell Medicine  Hat 
Lethbridge 

Oyen Worsley Kinuso 

Spruce  Grove Cleardale 
Harmon  Valley Westlock 
Calmar Redwater 
Smith-Hondo Nanton 

Fort  Vermilion/Rocky  Lane 

INFORMATION  MEETINGS 

Bruderheim 

DISTRICT  OFFICES 

Airdrie 
Manning 

For  1985,  Rural  Education  and  Develop- 
ment Association  will  be  offering  3 

levels  of  Leadership  Workshop.  Each 
workshop  is  one  in  a  consecutive  series 
beginning  with  Level  I. 

Topics  from  the  3  workshops  include 
motivation,  communication,  group 

process,  effective  meetings,  agricult- 
ural policy  issues,  time  management 

and  social  change. 

Application  Deadlines: 

January  14,  1985  -  Introductory  Leader- 
ship Workshop  (Level  I) 

January  28,  1985  -  Intermediate  Leader- 
ship Workshop  (Level  II) 

January  28,  1985  -  Advanced  Leadership 
Workshop  (Level  III) 

For  information  contact: 

Rural  Education  and  Development  Assoc. 
14815  -  119  Avenue 
EDMONTON,  Alberta 
T5L  2N9 

Phone:    451  -  5959 

RESOURCE  MEETINGS SPRUCE  GROVE  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 

Irvine 
Galahad 
Heisler 

Coutts 
Alexis 
Chauvin 

OFFICIAL  OPENING 

Burdett 

presents AUTUMN  BEE  '84 
October  19-20 

Western  Canadian  Tractor  Plowing 
Championships 

THRESHING  BEE        HORSE  PLOWING 
HEAVY  HORSE  EVENTS 

HAY  RIDES 

at    George    Sewell's    Farm    at  Spruce 
Grove  -  i  mile  south  of  first  set  of 
lights  (Century  Road)  Highway  16  West 

Watch  for  signs 

For  more  information  or  to  enter  horse 

events,    call:      962-2923   or  962-2124 



IN   THE  NEWS SPECIAL  SPONSORS  -  ROBIN  HOOD 

"DELIGHTS  FROM  THE  FAIRS" 

FORT  VERMILION-ROCKY  LANE 

The  Fort  Vermilion  and  Rocky  Lane  Agri- 
cultural Societies  co-operated  to  sponsor 

this  year's  fair  in  Fort  Vermilion.  Two 
of  the  highlights  were: 

1)  a  display  by  the  Fort  Vermilion 
Historical  Society  featuring  a 

"Guess  the  Old  Buildings"  game. 

2)  a  dunk  tank  as  a  fund  raiser- 
using  a  Chinese  Auction  method 
of  bidding. 

HIGH  RIVER 

Many  fairs  included  special  baking 
classes  sponsored  by  Robin  Hood.  From 
what  we  hear,  Robin  Hood  will  be  spon- 

soring baking  competitions  again  next 
year.  Special  sponsors  are  one  way  to 
add  variety  and  interest  to  your  classes 
and   to   provide   prizes   for  the  fair. 

Looking  ;^rSoMETHiNG 

The  ̂ Century  of  Horses  Parade"  featured 
horses,  costumed  riders,  wagons,  equip- 

ment and  commentary. 

Displayed  and  described  were  the  various 
breeds  of  horses  and  their  uses  over  the 
last  century. 

RUMSEY 

Looking  for  ways  to  spruce  up  the  flower 
show?    Think  about  these: 

1)  Classes  which  ask  for  a  display 
of  several  plants.  Entries  are 
judged  on  the  quality  of  the 
plants  and  the  creativity  with 
which  they  are  displayed. 

2)  Think  about  using  entries  in  a 
luncheon  table  arrangement  class 
as  centrepieces  for  your  tables 
in    concession    or    supper  area. 

SMITH-HONDO 

Are  you  tired  of  the  same  straight  rows 
of  tables  for  displaying  exhibits.  Smith- 
Hondo  tried  a  U-shape  arrangement  this 
year.       It    gave    the    room    a  pleasing 
appearance     and     encouraged  browsing. 

AN  "AWARDING"  IDEA 

Rocky  Mountain  Industries 
ConodQ 

BOX  1391,  LACOMBE,  ALBERTA  TOC  ISO 

WALTER  REID PHONE  (403) 

Are  you  looking  for  an  alternative  to 
the  championship  banners  and  trophies 
you  now  award  at  your  livestock  shows? 

Rocky  Mountain  Tanneries  produce  a  mini- 
ature hide  -  lettered  with  the  award 

name  and  winner. 

The  Calgary  Round-Up"  present  these 
items  to  their  championship  winners. 
For  all  information,  contact:  Walter 
Reid  at  the  address  and  telephone 
indicated  on  the  card  at  the  top  of  this 
notice. 



HOW  GROUPS  MAKE  DECISIONS 

Does  your  agricultural  society  make 
decisions  with  apparent  ease  but  have 
difficulty  implementing  them?  The 
problem  may  lie  in  the  way  decisions  are 
made.  There  are  several  methods  groups 
can  use.  The  method  selected  should 
depend  on  the  type  of  resolution  to  be 
made  and  whether  or  not  the  support  of 
the  whole  group  is  needed  to  carry  it 
out. 

Major  decisions  are  usually  made  by 
voting.  This  is  often  referred  to  as 

the  "majority  rules"  method.  The 
minority  feel  they've  "lost"  because 
they  have  not  had  a  chance  to  express 
their  point  of  view.  Their  commitment 
to  implementing  the  decision  may  be 
limited.  This  is  a  major  disadvantage 
if  you  need  their  help  to  carry  out  the 
chosen  course  of  action.  The  advantage 
of  this  method  is  that  a  vote  can  be 
conducted  quickly. 

Sometimes  a  group  makes  a  decision 
without  realizing  they  have.  This 
happens  when  someone  suggests  an  idea, 
then  another  suggestion  is  made  before 
anyone  responds  to  the  first  idea.  The 
lack  of  response  to  the  first  proposal 
is  actually  a  decision  not  to  accept 
that  idea.  If  this  method  is  used  an 
idea  may  be  accepted  simply  because  it 
was  the  last  one  suggested.  Getting  all 
of  the  suggestions  on  a  large  sheet  of 
paper  in  front  of  the  group  allows  all 
ideas  to  be  fully  considered.  Those  who 
feel  that  their  suggestions  have  at  least 
been  considered,  even  if  not  accepted, 
are  more  likely  to  support  the  idea  which 
is  chosen  by  the  group. 

The  "railroading"  technique  is  another method  that  is  used  to  make  decisions. 
With  this  method  a  few  individuals  come 
to  a  quick  agreement,  ask  if  anyone 
objects,  allow  only  a  few  seconds  for 

people  to  respond,  then  say,  "Well, 
let's  do  it  then.",  or  words  to  that 
effect.  In  this  method,  there  may  be 
many,  perhaps  even  a  majority  in  the 
group  who  do  not  support  the  idea.  The 
result  is  a  lack  of  group  support  for 
carrying  out  the  course  of  action. 

If  members  of  your  group  are  uncomfort- 
able  with   disagreements,    there   may  be 

a  tendency  to  go  along  with  any  ideas 
which  are  proposed  in  order  to  be  agree- 

able.     The   result   is  that  decisions 
are  not  well  thought  out  and  are  often 
not  implemented. 

Your  group's  leader  may  chose  to  make 
decisions  on  behalf  of  the  group.  If 
the  group  feels  they  should  have  been 
involved  in  choosing  the  course  of 
action,  they  will  net  help  implement 
it.  At  times,  the  group  may  feel  it  is 
appropriate  for  the  leader  to  make  the 
decision  and  they  will  help  carry  it  out. 

The  ideal  decision  making  method  to  use 
to  ensure  group  support  for  resolution 
would  be  unanimous  consent  if  it  were 
possibe  to  get  everyone  to  honestly 
agree  on  the  course  of  action.  Since 
this  degree  of  agreement  is  unusual,  the 
realistic  alternative  is  to  use  decision 

making  by  consensus. 

In  consensus  decision  making  everyone 
expresses  their  honest  point  of  view. 
The  discussion  needs  to  continue  until  a 
clear    alternative    that   most  members 

support  emerges  and  everyone  feels  their 
point  of  view  is  understood,  even  if  not 
accepted.    This  method  can  be  quite  time 
consuming,  especially  for  a  group  that 

hasn't  had  experience  using  this  method. 
The  outcome  of  using  consensus  decision 
making  is  that  the  group  will  support 
the    implementation    of    the  decision. 

What  Decision  making  methods  does  your 
group  use?  In  what  situations  are  these 
methods  used?  Are  there  some  situations 
in  which  the  usual  method  of  reaching  a 
conclusion  is  followed  by  a  lack  of 
commitment  to  implementation?  Your 
group  may  want  to  consider  using  the 
consensus  method  of  decision  making  to 
improve    group    commitment    to  action. 



iJJfajrm  safety 

let's  talk  alxmt... 

"CPR  SAVES  FARM  LIVES' 

by:    Bob  Coe,4-H  Staff  Reporter 

Urbanites  often  succumb  to  fatal  heart 
attacks  when  their  lives  could  have  been 
saved.  The  survival  chance  of  a  country 
dweller  with  a  similar  heart  attack  is 
even  less. 

The  difference  is  access  to  trained 
medical  help,  and  time.  Vital  minutes, 
to  bridge  the  time  between  the  onset 
of  a  heart  attack  and  the  arrival  of 
competent  medical  help,  can  mean  the 
difference  between  life  and  death. 

CPR  can  be  that  life-giving  time-bridge. 
Not  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  which 
spans  our  Canada,  but  Cardio-Pulmonary 
Resuscitation,  which  spans  our  continent 
as  an  easily  learned  lifesaver. 

According  to  Solomon  Kyeremanteng ,  Farm 
Safety  Program  Manager  with  Alberta 
Agriculture,  the  4i-hour  CPR  Heartsaver 
course  will  be  provided  for  farmers 
beginning  thi s  Fal 1 . 

Aware  of  the  severe  stresses  placed  on 
farmers,  and  of  the  great  disadvantage 
of  distant  medical  aid  in  the  event  of 

a  heart  attack,  we  produced  a  "4-H 
Clubtime"  episode  several  years  ago, 
called  "Dad,  Are  You  OK?"  The  purpose 
was  to  encourage  4-H  clubs  and  rural 
farm  and  non-farm  families  in  general, 
to  initiate  and  organise  community 
participation  in  CPR  Heartsaver  courses 
The  simple  fact  of  knowing  who,  in  your 
community,   knows   CPR  technique,   can  be 
great val  ue 1  n en  SIS. 

The  episode,  "Dad,  Are  You  OK?"  will  be 
rerun  this  year.    The  half-hour  Clubtime 

program  will  be  seen  Saturday  morning,  ' 
December     8th,     throughout  Alberta. 

I  would  like  to  strongly  urge  4-H  clubs 
and  farm  communities  to  take  advantage 
of  the  CPR  Heartsaver  course  offered  by 
Alberta  Agriculture.  Of  great  value  too, 
is  the  2|-hour  Lifesaver  course  which 
will    be    offered    again    next  Spring. 

For  further  information,  write:  Heart- 
saver,   Farm    Safety    Program,  Alberta 

Agriculture,  7000  -  113  Street,  Edmonton, 
T6H  5T6,  or  telephone  427-2186. 

4-H  CLUBTIME  ON  AIR 

The  23rd  consecutive  season  of  4-H  Club- 
time goes  on  the  air  beginning  the  week 

of  Saturday,  October  6th,  1984. 

Clubtime  kicks  off  this  year  with  an 
episode  4-H  Roots  in  Alberta.  The  6- 
month  series  will  include  18  original 
programs  and  7  reruns  of  popular  shows. 

Clubtime  will  be  aired  throughout  the 
province  on  both  commercial   and  cable 
television  stations.    Following  is  a  list 
of  the  stations,  days  of  the  week  and 
times  for  Clubtime. 

CFRN-TV,  Edmonton Sat. 8 :30 a.m. 
CFCN-TV,  Calgary Sat. 1 

:00 

p.m. 

CKSA-TV,  Lloydminster 
Sat. 

12 
:30 

noon 
CATV-ch  12,  Lethbridge 

Thurs. 6 
:30 

p.m. 

Rogers  Cable,  Calgary Tues . 8 :30 

p.m. 

Shaw  Cable,  Red  Deer 
Mon. 

6 
:00 

p.m. 

Shaw  Cable,  Edmonton Mon. 6 
:30 

p.m. 

Northern  Cable, 
Grande  Prairie Tues. 7 :30 

p.m. 

Northern  Cable, 
Peace  R/Whitecourt 

Tues. 
5 :00 

p.m. 



GRANTS 

You  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  Resolution  #6 
Distribution  of  Lottery  Funds,  made  at  the 
AAAS  annual  meeting,  has  the  blessing  of 
Mr.  Peter  Trynchy,  minister  of  Recreation  & 
Parks.     A  copy  of  his  letter  has  gone  out 
to  all  member  societies.      I  hope  some  of 
you  will  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  this 

grant. 

APPRAISALS  FOR  PROPERTY  INSURANCE 

AAAS  is  in  the  process  of  setting  up  a  Group  Appraisal  Plan  for  our 
members,  to  enable  those  societies  who  have  not  done  so  recently, 
take  advantage  of  having  appraisals  done  on  their  property  and  contents, 
at  a  reasonable  rate.     A  letter  to  this  effect  has  already  been  mailed 
out.      The  Department  of  Agriculture  is  endorsing  this  plan,  by 
allowing  the  societies  who  participate,  to  claim  50%  of  the  cost  of 
the  appraisal,  on  their  Operating  Grant. 

FAIRS 

Fairs  for  the  most  part,  are  now  history  till  next  year.      I  hope 
that  they  were  successful.      I  would  appreciate  if  those  societies 
who  bought  fair  supplies  from  AAAS,  and  who  still  have  not  paid 

for  them,  do  so  soon'. ' 

SEMINARS 

It  has  become  apparent,  in  conversations  between  Ag.  Society  members 
and  AAAS  directors,  that  there  is  a  need  for  AAAS  to  run  its  own 
seminars,  to  include  the  many  topics,  other  than  departmental,  that 
cause  concern.      Plans  are  now  in  the  pipeline  for  AAAS  to  run  at 
least  three  or  four  seminars  during  the  winter.     When  the  plans  are 
finalized,  a  special  letter  will  go  out  to  all  members,  advising  the 
time  and  place. 



NEWS  LETTER  EVALUATION 

This  newsletter  is  mailed  out  every  two  montns  to  the  secretaries  of  all 
agricultural  societies.    Please  take  a  minute  to  complete  this  brief 
questionnaire.    You  may  wish  to  discuss  the  newsletter  with  other  readers 
before  completing  it.    Please  check  the  appropriate  space  except  in 
question  two. 

1:    Please  number  the  nine  sections  of  the  newsletter  listed  below 
in  order  of  their  usefulness  to  you,  using  number  one  for  most 
useful  and  number  nine  for  the  least  useful.    Please  give 
reasons  for  your  choice: 

Section  Number  Comments 

A.A.A.S.     

Farm  Safety 

4-H 

Reminders 

Fair  Ideas 

Workshops 

Resource  Information 

New  Ag.  Societies 

Ag.  Societies  visited  by   

Community  Services  Branch 

2:    What  would  you  like  to  see  included  in  the  newsletter? 

3:    The  newsletter  should  be  mailed  every: 

Month     Two  Months 

Four  Months     Six  Months 



4:    How  many  people  read  the  Newsletter? 

1    2  -  5    6-10 

10-15  -  More  Than  15  

5:    How  is  the  information  in  the  newsletter  distributed? 

Only  to  the  The  Secretary  The  Newsletter 
Secretary    reads  parts  of  is  distributed 

newsletter  at  at  meetings 
This  Newsletter  is  meetings   
posted  in  a  public 
place    Other  (Specify)   

6:    I  am  the:    Secretary   President  

Vice  President    Treasurer   

7:    This  questionnaire  was  completed  by  the   
Agricultural  Society. 

IF  YOU  HAVE  ADDITIONAL  COMMENTS,  PLEASE  USE  THE  BOTTOM  OF  THIS  PAGE! 

Please  complete  by  December  1,  1984  and 

MAIL  TO:    Community  Services  Branch 

2nd  Floor,  J.G.  O'Donoghue  Building 
7000  -  113  Street 
EDMONTON,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 



'Twas  the  night  before  Christmas  back  home  on  the  farm. 
The  cattle  were  chewing  their  cuds  in  the  barn. 
The  feedbags  were  hung  by  the  mangers  with  care 
In  case  Old  St.  Nicholas  chanced  to  stop  there. 

When  what  sailed  right  under  some  low-hanging  boughs 
But  a  miniature  sleigh  and  eight  undersized  cows. 
With  a  little  old  driver  so  lively  and  quick, 
I  knew  in  a  moment  it  must  be  St.  Nick. 

More  strongly  then  tractors  his  little  cows  came 

And  he  whistled  and  "so-bossed"  and  called  them  by  name: 
"Now  Dolly,  now  Debbie,  now  Pammie  and  Flossie, 
On  Cora,  on  Countess,  on  Dinah  and  Bossie, 
To  the  top  of  the  barn,  to  the  front  of  the  stall 

Now  dash  away,  dash  away,  dash  away,  all!" 

As  I  fastened  the  door  and  was  turning  around 
Down  the  hay  chute  St.  Nicholas  came  with  a  bound. 
He  was  dressed  in  blue  denim  from  collar  to  cuff 
And  his  clothes  were  all  covered  with  hayseeds  and  stuff. 
He  pulled  out  some  gifts  for  the  heifers  out  back... 
More  grain  for  the  milk  cows,  some  straw  for  their  stalls. 
Lime  for  the  alleys  .to  stop  those  bad  falls. 

He  spoke  not  a  word  but  went  straight  to  his  work 
And  filled  all  the  feedbags,  then  turned  with  a  jerk. 
And  laying  his  finger  aside  of  his  nose. 
And  giving  a  nod,  up  the  hay  chute  he  rose. 

I  stood  there  a  moment,  my  head  hung  in  shame-- 
I'd  forgotten  my  cows  when  this  Christmastime  came. 
So  I  patted  Old  Bossie  as  I  turned  out  the  light-- 
Happy  Christmas,  you  cows,  and  to  all  a  good  night! 

-From  Farm  Wife  News 

Ahem 
AGRICULTURE 
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REGIONAL  WORKSHOPS  -  1985 

The  regional  workshop  programme 
focuses  on  financial 

decision-making  and  planning. 
Techniques  for  setting 
objectives,  budgeting,  cash 
flow  projection,  and 
decision-making  will  be 
discussed  and  practised. 

And,  of  course,  there  will  be 
time  to  share  ideas  for  fairs, 
activities,  membership, 
volunteers  and  any  successes 
or  problem  agricultural 
societies  might  have. 

IN  THIS  ISSUE 

-  4-H 

-  A.A.A.S. 
-  Youth  Year 

Ahexia 
AGRICULTURE 

January  9, 
January  15, 
Jrnuary  16, 
J  nuary  17, 
J  nuary  22, 
J  mua ry  23 , 
January  29, 
January  30, 
January  31, 

February  5, 
February  6, 
February  7, 
February  12, 
February  13, 

1985  Two  Hills 
1985  Berwyn 

1985  High  Prairie 
1985  Five  Mile 
1985  Holden 
1985  Forestburg 
1985  Lakedell 

1985  Cottonwood-Gordon 
1985  Lone  Pine 

1985  Hanna 
1985 
1985  Blackie 

1985 
1985  Burdett 

February  14,  1985  Milk  River 
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1985  -  INTERNATIONAL  YOUTH  YEAR 

The  United  Nations  has  designated  1985 
as  the  International  Youth  Year.  The 
main  objective  of  the  year  is  to  get 
youth  involved  at  all  levels  and 
recognize  their  valuable  contribution  to 
society.  The  overriding  themes  for  the 

year  are  "Participation,  Development, 
Peace".  Participation  refers  to  a  young 
person's  abil i ty  to  judce  for  themselves 
what  is  important  to  them.  It  also 
represents  an  opportunity  to  get 
involved.  Development  acknowledges  the 
personal  growth  of  an  individual  with 
his  or  her  own  ideas  and  concerns. 
Peace  looks  forward  to  the  creat  on  of 

an  environment  where  a  person's  ̂ ights 
are  understood  through  co-operation  and 
respect. 

On  March  5,  1984  Cabinet  approved  a 
program  of  action  aimed  at  the 
recognition  and  celebration  of  youth 
year  in  Alberta.  The  Alberta  Youth  Year 
Secretariat,  which  began  operation  in 
the  spring  of  1984,  is  responsible  for 
the  development  and  delivery  of  the 
Alberta  Youth  Year  Programs,  as  well  es 
acting  as  a  consultative  and  information 
source  to  others  in  the  planning  of 
their  programs. 

The  Secretariat  has  mailed  infor nation 
about  the  program  to  the  secretaries  of 
all  agricultural  societies.  Se(  your 
secretary  for  more  details.  The 
Secretariat  may  be  contacted  at: 

4-H  THEMATIC  DISPLAY  WINNERS 
AT  FARMFAIR 

Winners  of  the  4-H  Thematic 
Displays  at  the  Edmonton  North- 

lands Farmfair  '84  were: 

1:     Bon    Accord    4-H  Beef 
2:  Radway  4-H  Multi 
3:    Legal    4-H   Range  Riders 

Have  you  approached  your  local 
4-H  clubs  to  put  on  a  display  at 

your  fair? 

4-H  Clubtime  is  cired  throughout 
the  province  in  both  commercial 
and  cable  television  shows. 
Following  is  a  list  of  the 
stations,  days  of  the  week  and 
times  for  Clubtime. 

CFRN-TV,  Edmonton  Sat.  8::0pm 
CFCN-TV,  Calgary  Sat.  l:COpm 
CKSA-TV,  Lloydminster  Sat.  12:30noon 
CATV-Chl2,  Lethbridge  Thurs. 6:50pm 
Rogers  Cable,  Calgary  Tues.  8:30pm 
Shaw  Cable,  Red  Deer  Mon.  6:00pm 
Shaw  Cable,  Edmonton  Mon.  6:30pm 
Northern  Cable, Gr.Pr  Tues  7:30pm 
Northern  Cable,  Peace 

Ri ver/Whitecourt  Tues.  5:00pm 

7th    Floor,  Standard 
10405  Jasper  Avenu<3 
EDMONTON,  Alberta 
T5J  3N4 

Telephone: 

Life  Centre 

427-0012 

The  following  is  a  list  of 
programs  coming  up  in  January  and 
early  February. 

Before  Beef  Meet  Markets    January  5 
Picture  a  Blade  of  Grass    January  12 
Selling  Yourself  in  an 
Interview  January  19 
Message  From  a  Ma:.ter 
Communicator  January  26 

Ride  a  Show  Horse  Febri ary  2 
Sod  to  Ribbons  at 

4-H  Centre  Febt  uary  9 



REMINDERS 

NEWSLETTER  EVALUATION 

Have  you  completed  and  sent  in  the 
evaluation  which  was  attached  to  the 
back  of  the  November  newsletter?  If 
not,  please  do  so  as  we  wish  to 
announce  the  results  in  the  next 
newsletter. 

BOARD  ORIENTATION 

Newly  elected  Agricultural  Society 
Board  Members  should  be  familiar 

with  your  agricultural  society's 
by-laws,  objectives,  financial 
statements  and  committee  structure. 

They  also  need  to  be  familiar  with 
the  duties  of  each  committee  and  the 
minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the 
previous  year.  Many  agricultural 
societies  orient  new  board  members 
at  the  first  meeting  following  the 
annual  meeting. 

COMMU:^ITY  CONTACTS 
September/October/November/December 

Regional  Workshops 

Barrhead 
Evansburg 

Elk  Point 
Thorhi Id 

Wetaskiwin 
Kehewin 
Fawcett 
Claresholm 
Camrose 

Resource  Meetings 

Westl ock 
Athabasca 
Okotoks 
Cremona 

Bentley 

High  Prairie 
Milk  River 
Carstairs 

Western  Canada  Fairs  Association  Annual 
Conference  -  Saskatoon 

Information  Meetings 

Bruderheim 
Rowley  Didsbury 

Board  Orientations 

Plamondon 
Blackfalds 
Anselmo 

Harmon 
Blood 

Delacour 

Valley 

Tribe 

The  annual  meeting  must  be  held  on 
or  before  December  20,  1984. 

Annual  Reports  must  be  in  by 
January  15,  1985. 

District  Offices  Official  Openings 

High  Prairie  Manyberries 
Lethbridge 
Medicine  Hat 

We  are  available,  at  your  request, 
to  come  out  to  meetings  of  your 
agricultural  society. 



"WE  ALBERTA  ASSOCIATim  OF  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETIES 

ANNUAL  MEETING 

The  AAAS  Annual  I^eting  will  be  held  on  March  1st  and  2nd  1985 

AT  THE  North  Hill  Inn,  Red  Deer. 

-oOo- 

Prxeedings  will  commence  with  a  cheese  and  wine  evening 

Thursday  Febrijary  2SrH. 

-oOo- 

Friday  is  the  workshop,  followed  by  a  banquet  in  the 

EVENING,  WITH  GUEST  SPEAKER  Dr.  GrANT  MacFa^AN. 

-oOo- 

SaTURDAY  BEGINS  WITH  A  NOVELTY  BREAKFAST,  FOLLOWED  BY  THE 

Further  details  will  be  in  the  mail  to  you  shortly. 



The  Alberta  Association  of  Agricultural  Societies  held  their 

first  seminar  of  the  year  in  Rycroft,  on  December  2nd  and  3rd. 

Ten  Agricultural  Societies  from  the  area  were  represented  and 

they  heard  speakers  from  Alberta  Agriculture  (Rural  Services), 

in  Edmonton,  the  AAAS  insurance  broker  from  Edmonton,  the 

local  D.A.,  Home  Economist  and  4-H,  not  forgetting  the  board 
of  directors  of  AAAS. 

The  delegates  took  advantage  of  asking  many  pertinant  questions 

on  a  large  variety  of  subjects  and  the  feeling  of  the  meeting  was 

that  everyone  gained  something  from  participating. 
--oOo— 

The  second  seminar  will  be  held  in  CAMROSE  on  January  10th  and 

11th  1985,  for  Agricultural  Societies  in  the  Central  area  and 

the  final  one  will  be  held  in  the  exhibition  grounds  of  LETHBRIDGE 

Exhibition  Association  on  January  24th  and  25th  1985,  for  the 

southern  region. 

It  is  hoped  that  as  many  Agricultural  Societies  as  possible 

will  take  advantage  of  these  seminars.    Details  are  already 

in  the  mail  to  you  and  further  information  can  be  had  by 

contacting  the  AAAS  secretary  at  427-2174. 
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CREATIVE   FAIRS  WORKSHOP 

It's  time  to  begin  thinking  about  next 
year's  fair  season.    Are  you  looking 
for  new  ideas  for  your  fair? 

If  you  are,  you  may  want  to  participate 
in  a  Creative  Fairs  Workshop  conducted 
by  the  Community  Services  Branch. 

The  workshop  features  a  slide/tape 
presentation  on  various  aspects  of  the 
fair.    The  presentation  demonstrates 
different  ways  of  displaying  exhibits 
and  ways  to  promote  a  fair.    It  shows 
livestock  facilities,  special  events 
and  parades.    These  slides  were  taken 
on  our  visits  to  fairs  all  over  the 

province. 

REMINDERS 

1984  Operating  and  Fair  Grant  Deadline, 
March  1,  1985. 

Did  you  return  the  fair  date  form  mailed 
to  you  in  October?    We  need  the  dates  of 
agricultural  society  sponsored  activities 
in  1985  and  a  brief  description  of  these 
activities  for  including  in  our  annual 

publication  entitled,  "Alberta  Exhi- 
bitions, Fairs  and  Agricultural  Societ- 

ies", to  be  published  this  spring. 

Agriculture  Week,  with  the  theme, 

"Agriculture  Our  Renewable  Resource",  is 
from  March  10-16,  1985. 

Volunteer  Week  is  coming  up  in  April. 
How  about  planning  a  volunteer  recog- 

nition event? 

/diberra 
AGRICULTURE 

The  workshop  also  deals  with  how  to 
recruit  and  organize  volunteers  to  get 
the  work  done  and  examines  the  purpose 
of  a  fair. 

Hands  on  practise  at  setting  up  displays 
can  also  be  included.    Often  the 
District  Home  Economist  assists  with  the 
workshop.    She  can  advise  on  matters 
pertaining  to  the  prize  list,  judges  and 
exhibitors. 

If  your  agricultural  society  would  like 
to  participate  or  if  you  have  questions, 
call  us  at  427-2171. 

ELNORA  REUNION 

The  Elnora  Agricultural  Society 
announces  an  Elnora  Community  Reunion  on 
June  29,  1985.    Former  residents, 
students  and  all  interested  people  are 
welcome.    A  large  camping  area  will  be 

provided. 

A  barbeque  supper  is  planned  at  the 
campgrounds  for  June  29  with  a  dance  to 
follow  at  the  agri-centre.    A  big  out 
door  breakfast  and  church  service  will 
take  place  Sunday,  June  30. 

This  event  is  one  of  a  series  of  fund 
raisers  to  raise  funds  for  the  new 
hall.    A  site  has  been  picked  for  the 
hall  and  the  building  plans  are  in  the 
process  of  being  approved. 

IN  THIS  ISSUE: 

-  Fair  Workshops 

-  Organizing  Your  Records 
-  Evaluation  Results -  4-H 

-  Farm  Safety 
-  A.A.A.S.  
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GETTING  ORGANIZED 

Though  you  may  not  be  the  agricultural 
society  secretary,  being  an  active 
member  in  an  organization  involves 
handling  paper.    Newsletters,  meeting 
notices,  minutes,  budgets  and  reports 
must  all  be  handled  in  some  way,  even  if 

they're  just  read  and  discarded.  But 
the  amount  of  paper  you  handle  for  an 
organization  is  small  compared  to  the 
paper  work  involved  in  running  a  home 

and  farm.    It's  frustrating  when  you 
finally  find  the  meeting  notice  among 

your  child's  coloring,  or  worse  yet,  you 
don't  find  the  cash  flow  plan  you  worked 
hours  on.    Designating  an  area  of  your 
home  for  paper  work  can  help  end  some  of 

these  frustrations.    If  you're  in 
control  of  the  paperwork,  then  decisions 
related  to  farm,  family  or  community  can 
be  made  with  greater  ease  and  accuracy. 

Systematic  Approach  to  Halidling  Paper 

An  extra  room  makes  a  great  office,  but 

if  one  isn't  available,  an  area  where 
there's  a  work  surface  and  storage  space 
will  get  you  started.    Invest  in  some 
tools  for  your  office:    a  stapler,  file 
folders,  waste  basket,  hole  punch, 
pencils,  pens,  and  a  bulletin  board  can 
all  make  paper  handling  more  streamlined, 

Consistent  ways  of  handling  farm  and 
family  business  will  bring  results. 
Begin  by  setting  up  a  temporary  file;  a 
place  to  store  incoming  documents  until 
they  can  be  sorted,  a  desk  spike,  or  an 
expanding  folder  can  be  used  as 
temporary  files.    Keep  this  file  in  one 
location,  and  try  to  sort  through  it 
weekly. 

Papers  that  come  into  the  house  will  fit 
into  one  of  four  categories: 

-farm  records  such  as  fertilizer 
bills,  insurance  policies  or  bank 
statements; 

-farm  references 

articles  or  production 
-home  and  persona 

household  expense  rece 
medical  records;  and 

-home  and  persona 
as  appliance  guarnatee 
information  or  meeting 
as  many  files  for  each 
require  to  handle  the 
family  business. 

such  as  Agrifax information , 

1  records  such  as 

ipts  or  chi 1 dren ' s 
1  references  such 

s,  first  aid 
notices.  Develop 
category  as  you 

needs  of  your  farm 

Setting  Up  A  Farm  Office,  a  publication 
available  from  Alberta  Agriculture 
district  offices  includes  a  filing  index 
for  each  of  three  categories,  as  well  as 
information  to  help  you  develop  a  paper 
handling  system.    Talk  with  your 
district  home  economist  for  more  ideas. 

PREPARED  BY: 

Jean  Wilson 
Family  Resource  Management  Specialist 

Edmonton 

COMMUNITY  CONTACTS 

District  Offices 
Grande  Prairie 
Lethbridqe 

Information  Meetings 
Enoch 
Coal  hurst 
Falher 

RESOURCE  MEETINGS 
Westlock 
A.A.A.S.  Seminars 

Harmon  Valley 
Athabasca 

in  Rycroft,  Camrose  P.A.C.O. (Fawcett) 
and  Lethbridge  Clyde 
Anselmo  Blood  Tribe 
Wetaskiwin  Cremona 
Airdrie  High  River 

SPECIAL  EVENTS 

Guest  Speaker  -  Rich  Valley  Awards 
Banquet 

South  East  Alberta  -  Opening 

REGIONAL  WORKSHOPS 
Two  HilTs 
Five  Mile 
Forestburg 

Lone  Pine 
Cottonwooc -Gordon 

Berwyn 

Hoi  den 
Lakedell 



NEW  S  L  E  T  T  E  R   E  V  A  L  U  A  T  I  0  NR  E  S        T  S 

Our  branch  attached  a  questionnaire 
about  the  newsletter  to  the  back  of  the 
October  1984  issue  of  the  newsletter. 
We  have  now  analyzed  the  returned 

questionnaire:'.    Mere  3!^2  the  results! 

We  asked  you  to  rate  newsletter  content, 
in  order  of  use-fulness.    The  following 
list  is  the  result,  with  the  first  item 
listed  representing  your  first  choice. 

Reminders 
A.A.A.S. 
Resource  Information 
Fair  Ideas 
Workshops 
Farm  Safety 
4-H 
Agricultural  Societies  Visited 
New  Agricultural  Societies 

You  expressed  an  interest  in  hearing 
about  the  activities  of  agricultural 
societies,  particularly  successes. 
Fundraising  was  also  mentioned. 

4-H  CLUBTIME 

;^!GSt  respondents  felt  the  newsletter 
should  continue  to  be  produced  every 
two  months.    Close  to  half  of  those 
who  replied  said  that  only  one  oers 
read  the  newsletter.    Most  of  the  »  ers 

said  that  two  to  five  people  read  i" 

In  most  cases,  the  newsletter  is  eilhEr 

distributed  or  parts  of  it  we^^e  read  at 
meetings.  A  few  mentioned  that  they 
posted  the  newsletter  in  a  public  place 
or  included  parts  of  it  in  their  report 
to  the  newspaper. 

Seventeen  of  the  twenty-two  people  who 
responded,  were  secretaries.    The  re- 

mainder were  other  members  of  the 
executive,  committee  heads  or  district 
staff  of  Alberta  Agriculture. 

In  order  for  us  to  effectively  meet 
your  expectations  that  the  newsletter 
should  be  a  vehicle  for  sharing  ideas, 
we  need  to  have  you  tell  us  about  your 
successes  so  that  we  can  share  them 
with  others. 

Thank  you  to  all  of  you  who  took  the 
time  to  give  us  your  opinions. We  will  use 
this  informa-tion  to  guide  us  in  producing 
the  newsletter.    We  welcome  further 
comments  on  the  newsletter  at  any  time. 

February  16  -COLD  COUNTRY  ROAD 
February  23  -4-H  DAY  WITH  THE  TRAPPERS 
March  2  -  CAPITAL  CITY  4-H  CONFERENCE 
March  9  -  4-H  QUIZ  KIDS  #3 
March  16  -  KILLER  MACHINES 
March  23  -  WILDERNESS  LIVING 
March  30  -  WATER  WISE 

Clubtime  will  be  aired  throughout  the 
province  on  both  commercial  and  cable 
television  stations.    Following  is  a 
list  of  the  stations,  days  of  the  week 
and  times  for  Clubtime. 

CFRN-TV,  Edmonton,  Sat.,  8:30  a.m. 
CFCN-TV,  Calgary,  Sat.,  1:00  p.m. 
CKSA-TV,  Lloydminister,  Sat.,  12:30  p.m. 
CATV-ch  12,  Lethbridge,  Thurs.,6:30  p.m. 
Rogers  Cable,  Calgary,  Tues.,  8:30  p.m. 
Shaw  Cable,  Red  Deer,  Mon.,  6:00  p.m. 
Shaw  Cable,  Edmonton,  Mon.,  6:30  p.m. 
Northern  Cable,  Grande  Prairie, 

Tues. ,  7:30  p.m. 
Northern  Cable,  Peace  River/Whi tecourt 

Tues. ,  5:00p.m. 



let's  ta^lk  about 

2nd  WESTERN    REGIONAL  DISABLED  FARMERS 

CONFERENCE 

Edmonton 

March  20-23 

Coming 

Togeiherl^'ss 

NEED 
It  is  estimated  3-5  percent  of  prairie  farmers  are 
disabled  Each  year  a  significant  number  are  injured 
in  farming  or  related  accidents  often  resulting  in 
paralysis,  amputation  or  some  other  serious 
mobility  impairment  There  seems  to  be  little 
support  available  to  farmers  to  help  them  return  to 
farming  as  a  way  of  life.  Because  farmers  in  general 
arc  Kattered  across  the  prairies,  disabled  farmers 
have  little  opportunity  to  share  ideas  and  unique 
solutions  to  common  problems. 

OBJECTIVES 
—  To  provide  a  forum  for  disabled  farmers  and their  families  to  share  information  on 

adjustments  which  have  been  made  in  daily 
living,  the  family  structure,  and  in  modifications to  farm  machinery. 

—  To  heighten  public  awareness  of  the  potential  of 
farming  as  a  viable  and  realistic  occupational 
choice. 

—  To  promote  ongoing  awareness  of  the  needs  of disabled  farmers  to  agricultural  equipment 
manufacturers. 

—  To  demonstrate  the  usefulness  of  high 
technology  in  assisting  farmers  improve  the 
efficiency  of  their  operation 

PROGRAM 

Keynote  Speaker:  Mr.  William  Field 
Extension  Safety  Specialist 
Agricultural  Engineering 
Purdue  University,  Indiana —  Panels 

—  Presentations  utilizing  disabled  farmers  and families  as  resource  people. 
—  Slide/tape  presentations —  "Open  House"  machinery  display 
Major  focus  will  be  on  such  issues  as: 
—  nature  of  the  operation 
—  role  of  the  members  of  the  farm  family 
—  modifications  and  adaptations  to  farm  machinery 

LOCATION 
Edmonton  Inn 
11830  Kingsway  Avenue 
EDMONTON,  Alberta 
Ph:  4M-9521 

TARGET  AUDIENCE 
—  Disabled  farmers 
—  Family  members 
— Manufaaurers  and  equipment  distributors 
—  Disabled  persons  considering  farming  as  an 

occupation 
—  Rehabilitation  professionals 
—  Agricultural  health  and  safety  professionals 

REGISTRATION  FORM 

ADDRESS: 
PHONE:  _ 

□  One  person  attending  Occupation   □  Farmer 
□  Family  member  or  attendant  D  Rehab  Counsellor 
□  I  am  unable  to  attend  □  Rehab  Personnel 

□  Other   

Ahem 
Registration  fee:  $10  00.  Registration  Deadline  February  1985 
Mail  pre  registration/or  for  more  information:    Canadian  Paraplegic  Association,  1  Ith  Floor.  Weber  Centre,  3555 
Calgary  Trail,  EDMONTON,  Alberta  T6H  5P9.    Ph:  438-5046  AGRICULTURE 

Farm  Safety  Program 



AAAS  SEMINAR  -CAMROSE 

There  was  a  disappointing  turnout  for  this  seminar,  but  the  people 
who  came  along  were  very  pleased  with  the  information  and  help 
they  got  from  AAAS,  the  department  and  the  resource  people. 

Hopefully  the  people  in  the  southern  region  will  take  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  to  go  to  the  Lethbridge  seminar  on  24th  and 
25th  January. 

ANNUAL  MEETING 

Final  plans  are  now  being  made  for  this  year's  annual  meeting, 
at  North  Hill  Inn  Red  Deer,  on  March  1st  and  2nd.      AAAS  is 
happy  to  announce  that  the  Hon.  Peter  Trynchy,  minister  of 
Recreation  and  Parks  will  be  making  a  presentation  at  the 
workshop  and  Dr.  Grant  MacEwan  will  be  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
banquet. 

1985  MEMBERSHIPS 

Societies  have  been  very  co-operative  in  sending  their  1985 
memberships  in  promptly.     However,  there  are  still  a  few  more 
to  come  in  and  it  would  be  appreciated  if  these  could  be  sent 
in  as  soon  as  possible. 

'5 



Agricultural  Societies 
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NEWS  RELEASE 

The     Honourable     John     Wise,  Federal 
Minister 
announced 

Canada ' s 
Class  "A", 
At  present 
in  Alberta. 

of      Agriculture,  recently 
changes       in  Agriculture 

contributions  to 
and  Spring  fairs. 
213  such  fairs  are 

financial 

Class  "B" 14  of  the 

Faced  with  the  Federal  Government's 
emphasis  on  deficit  reduction. 

Agriculture  Canada's  overall  budget  will 
be  reduced.  Each  fair's  maximum  level 
of  classes  of  livestock  in  the  past  3 
years,    will    be    recalculated.      In  the 
future,  the  3  year 
recalculated  annually. 

average    will  be 

At  the  same  time,  the  Honourable  John 
Wise  announced  a  temporary  freeze  on 
the  acceptance  of  new  fairs  into  the 
programme.  This  will  allow  his  depart- 

ment an  opportunity  to  review  the 
criteria  for  accepting  fairs.  The 
criteria  have  been  unchanged  for  at 
least  45  years. 

LOOK  INSIDE 

-  For  your  Fair  Committee  -  the  yellow 
tear-off  pages  have  ideas  that  they 
might  find  useful . 

-  For  anyone  who  handles  money 
-    Tips    on    getting    control    of  your 

dol lars 

/dibcrra 

HEAR  YE,  HEAR  YE: 
LET  THE  HERITAGE  COOKING  CONTEST  BEGIN 

In  recognition  of  100  years  of  heritage 
conservation.  Parks  Canada  and  Blue 
Mountain  Pottery  Ltd.  are  sponsoring  a 
Heritage  Cooking  Contest  at  agricultural 
fairs  across  Canada.  This  contest  is 
one  event  in  the  Celebration  of  the 

Hundredth  Birthday  of  Canada's  National Parks. 

Parks  Canada  is  dedicated  to  preserving 
the  natural  and  cultural  heritage  of  our 
country.  You,  too,  can  help  to  preserve 
an  important  part  of  our  cultural  heri- 

tage by  participating  in  this  cooking 
contest.  Encourage  the  members  of  your 
community  to  dig  out  their  old  cookbooks. 
Participants  will  be  asked  to  try  out 
their  original  recipes  and  display  their 
entry  in  an  appropriate  historical 
manner.  Test  your  originality  in  your 
presentation  of  the  recipe  from  bannock 
bread  served  in  a  willow  basket,  to  tea 
scones  on  an  antique  cake  dish. 

Blue  Mountain  Pottery  will  supply  and 
ship  $60  -  $70  worth  of  pottery  for  1st 
and  2nd  prizes  to  each  participating 
fair.  Parks  Canada  will  provide  a 
poster  to  all  fairs  for  promotion  and display. 

If  you    are    interested   in   making  this 
unique  event  part  of 

write    to    -  "Fairs" 
Centennial  Citizens' 258  Adelaide  St.  East 
M5A  INl,  or  call  (416) 

hluc 
Mountain 

your  fair,  please 
,    National  Parks 

Committee     Inc. , 
Toronto,  Ontario, 

865-1885. 

1885 

1985 

AGRICULTURE 
C«n<cMlr*  Ar* 

Community  Services/Engineering  and  Rural  Services  Division,  7000-1 13  St.  Edmonton,  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 





GET  CONTROL  OF  YOUR  MONEY 

Who  really  enjoys  an  evening  slaving 
over  their  account  book,  recording 
family  expenditures?  No  one!  But  lots 
of  people  enjoy  family  vacations,  new 
furnishings,  and  a  comfortable 
retirement  income.  To  achieve  these 
goals,  families  must  have  control  over 
their  spending.  Knowing  where  the  money 
goes  is  the  first  step  toward  getting 
control . 

To  be  successful,  record  keeping  must  be 
a  cooperative  effort.  Everyone  in  the 
household  who  spends  money  has  to  keep 
track  of  their  spending.  One  person 
takes  the  responsibility  of  being  the 
bookkeeper.  This  person  must  be 
committed   to    keeping   spending  records. 

If  you  are  the  "bookkeeper"  you'll  need  a 
place  to  work.  A  table  surface  and 
storage  space  for  a  record  book  plus  a 
few  files  will  get  you  started.  The  job 
is  made  a  lot  easier  if  their  work  space 
has  good  lighting.  Other  useful  items 
include  a  stapler,  one  hole  punch, 

pencils,  pencil  sharpener,  and  cal- 
culator. 

Next,  you'll  have  to  develop  a  record 
keeping  system  that  works  for  you.  With 
good  records  you  can  forecast  expected 
income,  make  realistic  budgets,  and 

predict  when  you'll  reach  your  goals. 
Start  with  a  simple  system  that's  easy. 
As  you  use  it,  you  can  make  any 
necessary  changes. 

Everyone  in  the  family  who  is  handling 
money  must  keep  bank  deposit  and 
withdrawal  slips,  receipts  and  charge 
slips  so  they  can  be  recorded  monthly. 
To  make  the  job  easier  for  the 

"bookkeeper"  make  sure  that  each  receipt 
identifies  the  amount  of  money  spent  and 
what  it  was  spent  on,  (for  example 
-groceries,  household  operation, 
transportation,  etc.) 

Keep  all  these  receipts  in  one  place 
until  they  are  recorded.  Some  people 
keep  them  in  a  file,  others  use  a  box  or 

jar.  It  doesn't  matter  as  long  as 
everyone  is  putting  their  receipts  in 
the  same  place.  Cash  purchases  without 
receipts  should  also  be  recorded.  This 
record  is  transferred  into  the  record 
book  along  with  receipts,  and  charge 
si ips. 

Record  all  bank  deposits  and  transfers 
from  the  farm  account,  as  well  as  cash 

income  received.  Don't  forget  about 
family  allowance  or  any  cash  gifts. 
Sometimes  there  is  more  money  spent  on 
family  living  than  you  think. 

Finding  the  time  to  keep  records  up  to 
date  is  a  common  problem.  Since  the 

"bookkeeper"  usually  pays  the  bills  too, 
this  is  a  good  time  to  make  entries  in 
the  record  book.  When  signing  cheques, 
take  the  extra  time  to  record  the 
information  from  all  deposit  slips  and 
receipts  collected.  Sort  them  out  by 
date  and  enter  the  amount,  the  type  of 
transaction,  and  what  it  was  in  your 
record  book.  If  you  record  household 
spending  information  when  you  pay  bills, 
your  records  will  always  be  up  to  date. 

It's  important  that  the  records  are 
accurate.  If  you  records  don't  reflect 
how  your  family  spends  money,  you  won't 
be  able  to  plug  the  leaks  in  spending 
and  reach  your  goals. 

If  you  would  like  to  see  where  your 
money  goes,  ask  the  District  Home 
Economist  for  a  copy  of  the  publication. 
Cope... with  Family  Financial  Records 
(Homedex  1815.11).  This  is  a  household 
income  and  expense  record  book  available 
from  Alberta  Agriculture  District 
offices. 

Prepared  by:    Jean  Wilson 
Home  Economics  Branch 



COMMUNITY  CONTACTS 

Fair  Workshops  Information  Meetings 

Vermilion  Clive  Strome 
Grande  Prairie  Millet  Leduc 
Fort  Vermilion 

Regional  Workshops 
Hanna  Hussar 
Blackie  Burdett 
Milk  River  Nobleford 

Other 

-A.A.A.S.  Annual  Meeting,  Red  Deer 
-Alberta  Horticultural  Association 
Annual  Meeting,  Medicine  Hat 

-Ag  Expo,  Lethbridge 
-Canadian  Association  of  Exhibitions 
Annual  Conference,  Nova  Scotia 

-Farmers'  Market  Annual  Seminar,  Red  Deer 

SPRING  BEE  "85 May  11  and  12 
sponsored  by  the 

SPRUCE  GROVE  AND  DISTRICT 
AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 

The  Western  Canadian  Plowing  Champion- 
ships feature  winners  in  provincial 

competitions  in  1984  from  the  Western 
Provinces,  a  tractor  plowing  competition, 

heavy  horse  pull  and  machinery  demon- 
stration. These  are  held  at  George 

Sewell's  Farm,  1  mile  South  on  Century 
Road,         Spruce        Grove,  Alberta. 

Resource  Meetings 

Warner  Empress 
Peers  Vegreville 

High  River 
High  Prairie 

fiayiii  sa>f ety 

letls  taJJk  cilKyut...  emergency 
READINESS 
IN  1985 

*  You  can  prepare  yourself  by 
knowing  first  aid  and  how  to 
reach  the  police,  ambulance, 
fire  and  doctor. 

*  People  trained  for  emergencies 
are  an  invaluable  asset. 

*  Most  people  are  not  aware  of 
the  emergency  services 
available  to  their  area. 

*  Your  first  step  in  any 
emergency  is  to  assess  the 
situation. 

*  Eighty-nine  per  cent  of  the 
victims  in  accidents  involv- 

ing machinery  recognized  some 
hazards  but  failed  to  do 
anything  to  remove  them. 

*  April  and  May,  the  busy 
seeding  and  calving  period 
account  for  about  a  quarter 
of  all  reported  injury 
accidents. 

*  Machinery  three  years  or  older 
was  involved  in  76  per  cent  of 
accidents. 

*  For  more  information  on  Energy 
Readiness,  contact  the  Farm 
Safety  Program,  Alberta 
Agriculture,  7000  -  113  Street, 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  T6H  5T6 
T6H  5T6 



ENGINEERING  SERVICES 
TO  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETIES 

In  previous  years,  an  engineer  has  been 
available  to  assist  agricultural  societ- 

ies evaluate  existing  buildings  and 
construction  possibilities  and  prepare 
preliminary  drawings. 

This  service  is  no  longer  available. 
Agricultural  societies  are  encouraged 
to    contact    an   engineer   on   their  own. 

IDEAS  FOR  A  FARMERS  DAY 

-  Declare  a  hoi iday 
-  Include  non-farmers  too 
-  Have  a  pancake  breakfast 

It  could  be  prepared  by  an 
agricultural  group  such  as 
an  Agricultural  Service  Board 

-  Have  a  poster  contest  as  part  of 
the  advance  promotion 

-  Make  available  such  traditional 
treats  as  lemonade  and  homemade 
ice  cream 

-  Family  slow  pitch  game 
-  Sack  races  for  kids  and  adults 
-  Crib  or  bridge  tournament 
-  Tug  -  0  -  war 
-  Horseshoes 

-  Pig  roast  or  pot  luck 

WORKING  STOCK  DOGS  INCLUDED  AS 
ELIGIBLE  LIVESTOCK  CLASS 

LeRoy  Fjordbotten,  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture, has  supported  the  resolution, 

passed  at  the  A.A.A.S.  Annual  Meeting 
to  include  working  stock  dogs  as  an 
eligible  livestock  class.  However, 
restrictions  apply. 

The  quality  of  the  dog  only  will  be 

judged  and  eligible  for  grants.  Per- 
formance classes  and  demonstrations 

will  not  qualify  for  grants.  This  is 
consistant  with  eligible  classes  for 
horses  and  with  the  resolution.  There 
will  be  a  limit  of  one  judge  for  one  day 

at  the  basic  judge's  rate  for  honorarium 
and  expenses  for  any  one  agricultural 
society. 

A  new  manual  entitled,  "4-H  Community 
Projects",  has  just  been  produced  by  the 
4-H  Branch  of  Alberta  Agriculture.  This 
manual  is  written  for  use  by  4-H  members 
and  leaders  who  are  concerned  with  youth 
development  and  the  growth  and  improve- 

ment of  their  community. 

The  manual  has  six  specific  goals  for 
4-H'ers  and  their  projects.      They  are: 

1:    To  provide  a  service  where 
there  is  a  need. 

2:    To  develop  or  add  to  the 
attractiveness,  comfort,  safety  or 
health  of  their  community. 

3:    To  learn  about  hidden  aspects 
of  their  community:    the  aged,  the  very 

young,  the  handicapped,  the  less  fortun- 
ate, and  to  learn  that  they,  too,  are  a 

part  of  our  society. 
4:    To  overcome  the  fear  of  the  un- 

known that  can  result  in  prejudice,  and 
to  develop  tolerance  and  acceptance. 

5:    To  earn  the  gratitude  and  re- 
spect of  their  community  for  themselves 

and  their  club. 
6:    To  be  able  to  add  volunteer 

work  to  their  resumes,  that  will  count 
as  work  experience  for  later  job  or 
scholarship  applications. 

We  encourage  all  agricultural  societies 
to  be  ready  to  respond  to  and  encourage 
local  4-H  clubs  in  their  community  pro- 

jects. Agricultural  societies  can  meet 
their  own  goals  of  improving  the  quality 
of  life  in  rural  Alberta  by  supporting 
4-H    teenagers    in    community  projects. 

When  4-H'ers  tackle  these  projects,  they 
are  filling  needs  that  would  not  other_ 
wise  be  met.  This  benefits  everyone, 
by  making  the  community  a  better  place 
to  live. 

Contact  your  local  4-H  Regional  Special- 
ist for  more  information.  The  manual 

also  is  excellent  reading  for  agri- 
cultural society  members  who  are 

planning   their   own   community  projects. 



1985  -  INTERNATIONAL  YOUTH  YEAI FARM  EXPERIENCE  FOR  STUDENTS 
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REPORT  ON  THE  37th  ANNUAL  MEETING 

The  37th  Annual  Meeting  and  Seminar  of  the  Alberta  Association 
of  Agricultural  Societies  is  now  history.      There  were  thirty 
six  societies  represented  and  all  the  delegates  participated 

in  the  workshop  after  the  showing  of  the  department's  film 
"Brief  Encounters"  and  enjoyed  the  presentation  by  Mr.  Peter 
Trynchy,  minister  of  Recreation  and  Parks  and  his  staff. 

The  banquet  on  the  Friday  evening  was  highlighted  by  the  guest  speaker 
Dr.  J.W.  Grant  MacEwan.      His  long  association  with  agriculture,  including 
his  tenure  as  Dean  ofAgricul ture  at  the  University  of  Manitoba  and  his 
numerous  visits  to  fairs  over  the  years,  to  judge  the  heavy  horse  category, 
enabled  him  to  relate  some  fascinating  information,  on  the  history  of  fairs 
and  their  place  in  the  community. 

Dr.  MacEwan  was  followed  by  a  very  versatile  group  of  ladies  known  as  the 
Waskabil 1 ies ,  who  entertained  us  with  a  selection  of  country  and  western 
songs,  in  a  very  unique  style. 

The  annual  meeting  itself  got  underway  after  a  very  enjoyable  pancake 
breakfast  at  the  Westerner  grounds  on  Saturday  morning.      Business  was 
conducted  without  any  major  issues  being  raised  and  after  the  election  of 

a  director  for  the  "C"  class,  the  following  board  of  directors  was  formed 
for  1985/86:- 

Executive        Jim  Tindall  -  President,  Sedgewick  Class  D 
Fred  Burr  -  Vice  President,  Kitscoty  "  D 
Ross  Gibb  -  2nd  Vice  President,  Taber  "  C 
Rennie  Cormack  -  Exec.  Director,  Lakedell  "  D 

Directors        Earl  Brown,  Westlock  "  C 
Joan  Caine  -  Grovedale  "  D 
Basil  Cooper  -  Grimshaw  "  D 
Glenn  Good  -  Westerner,  Red  Deer  "  A 
Janet  MacDonald  -  Kinsella  "  D 

Lois  Simpson  -  Battle  River  "  C 
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THE  FOLLOWING  "TEAR-OUT' SECTION  IS  FOR  YOUR 

FAIR  COMMITTEE 
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CONCERNS  OF  THF  FAIR  COMMITTEE 

(IK 

EVERYTHING  YOU  WANTED  TO  KNOW  ABOUT 
PUTTING  ON  A  FAIR, 

BUT  YOU  WERE  TOO  BUSY  TO  ASK. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  ideas,  tips 
and  practical  suggestions  that  we  in  the 
Community  Services  Branch  have  picked  up 
on  our  travels  -  talking  to  fair 
committees  around  Alberta.  There  are 
also  some  ideas  from  fair  committees 
from  across  Canada. 

We  have  organized  these  ideas  into  10 
categories  with  a  point-form  list  of 
ideas  in  each  category. 

Please  use  any  or  all  of  the  ideas 
in  your  fair. 

1:    FAIR  BOOKS 

Help  people  in  your  community  to 
exhibit 

*  preprint  the  handicrafts  and 
home  arts  sections  in  late  fall 
to  allow  people  to  plan  their 
craft   projects    over   the  winter. 

*  consult  the  teachers  in  your 
school  early  in  the  school  year 
to  determine  which  topics  or 
units  might  be  appropriate  for 
entry  in  the  fair. 

*  keep  abreast  of  Further  Education 
or  other  craft  classes  being 
taught  in  the  district  which 
might  be  a  source  of  new  entries 
in  handicrafts. 

*  try  "display  only"  classes  for  new 
products 

*  set  up  a  system  of  revising  the 
fair  book  classes  on  a  regular 
basis  -  some  fair  committees 
delete  any  class  which  has  not 
had  an  entry  for  two  consecutive 

years . 

*  underline  or  use  heavy  type  for 
emphasis 

*  review  entry  rules  and  regulations 
to  make  sure  that  they  say 
clearly    and    precisely    what  you mean. 

*  emphasize  to  exhibitors  the 
importance    of    reading    the  fair 
book. 

2:    JUDGES  -  Rules  and  Regulations 

*  contact  your  local  District  Agri- 
culturist or  District  Home 

Economist   to   acquire   judges  for 

your  Class  "C"  or  "D"  fair. 

*  judges'  claims  for  payment  must 
be  routed  through  the  local  D.A. 
or  D.H.E.  office  on  the  approp- 

riate form. 

the  Department  of  Agriculture 
pays  judges  an  honorarium  for 
services  of  $60.00  per  day  maxi- 

mum, plus  mileage  charges  at 
.22(i/km  to  a  maximum  of  480km 
round  trip  -  lodging  and  meal 
expenses  are  covered  at  current 
government    rate,    if  applicable. 

-  if  your  agricultural  society  pays 
the  judge  directly,  we  ARE  NOT 
able  to  reimburse  you. 

-  if  you  hire  a  judge  who  charges 
more  than  $60/day  -  you  pay  the 
difference. 





JUDGES'  CARE 5:    VOLUNTEERS  AND  THE  FAIRS 

*  send  a  prize  list  to  the  judges 
before  the  fair 

*  make  judges  aware  of  new  or 
special    classes   for  this  year's fair 

*  ask  the  judges  for  a  list  of  any 
supplies  or  equipment  they  might 
require  such  as:  a  table,  extra 
portable  lighting  for  close  exam- 

ination or  extra  dishes  to  receive 
food  items  which  have  been  tasted 

*  confirm  arrangements  with  the 
judge  by  letter 

*  provide  judges  with  a  hospitality 
room,  if  possible 

*  do  not  discuss  entries  during  the 
judging 

FAIR  GRANTS 

*  apply  for  the  fair  grant  as  soon 
after  the  fair  as  you  can  obtain 
photocopies   of  cancelled  cheques 
and  invoices  for  eligible 
expenses 

*  in  order  to  avoid  a  delay  in  pro- 
cessing fair  grants,  ensure  that 

all  eligible  expenses  are  docu- 
mented with  a  cancelled  cheque  and 

invoice 

*  ask  other  community  groups  to 
organize  a  specific  event  - 
make  sure  that  responsibilities 
are  clearly  defined 

*  involve  youth  groups  such  as  4-H 

*  clarify  who  pay  the  bills  and  who 
keeps  the  money 

*  encourage  maximum  involvement  by 
making  each  committee  responsible 
for  recruiting  their  own  members 

*  start  and  maintain  a  procedures 
manual 

-  keep  a  list  of  things  that  need 
to  be  done  before,  during  and 
after  the  fair 

-  keep  a  list  of  contacts  useful 
to  the  fair  committee: 
suppliers,  display  groups, 
resource  people 

-  keep  a  list  of  activities  that 
worked  well  and  the  details  of 

organizing  them 

-  keep  a  list  of  the  activities 
that  did  not  work  well 

-  make  the  procedures  manual 

available  to  next  year's  fair committee 

*  invite  all  volunteers  to  a  meet- 
ing to  evaluate  the  fair  shortly 

after  the  fair 

*  committee  heads  should  send  out 

thank  you  letters  to  their  volun- 
teers 

*  display  posters  at  the  fair 
pointing  out  the  sponsors  of  the 
fair 

make  sure  that  new  volunteers  are 
made  to  feel  welcome,  comfortable 
and  useful 





*  ask  previous  exhibitors  to  volun- 
teer 

*  talk  with  new  comers  to  the 
community 

*  ask  present  volunteers  to  ask 
someone  out  to  volunteer 

*  smile  a  lot! 

FAIR  PUBLICITY 

^'  call  on  the  local  radio  station 
prior  to  fair  day  and  present  the 
announcers  with  some  fresh  baked 
goodies  and  encourage  them  to 
talk-up  the  fair 

*  prepare  a  media-package  for  pres- 
entation to  the  local  newspaper 

and  radio 

*  a  media  package  should  include: 
-  a  prize  list 
-  a  schedule  of  events 
-  a  map  of  the  grounds 
-  a  history  of  the  fair 

(updated  annually) 
-  special  events 

*  prepare  a  highway  sign  with  dates 
and  directions 

*  enter  your  neighbouring  commun- 
ities' parades 

*  enter  your  own  parade  to  promote 
the  agricultural  society  to  your 
own  community 

*  after   judging   rearrange  exhibit 
hall  for  attractiveness  to 
viewers 

CHILDRENS'  ACTIVITIES  AND  WAYS  TO 
INVOLVE  YOUTH  IN  THE  FAIR  

*  coordinate  activities  through  the 
local  recreation  association  or 

playground  leaders 

*  ask  the  children  to  organize  and 
perform  a  puppet  show 

*  set  up  a  treasure  hunt  throughout 
the  fairgrounds 

*  have  a  pet  show 

*  organize  a  pumpkin  carrying  con- test 

*  set  up  guessing  games  such  as: 
count    the    jellybeans    in    a  jar 

*  set  up  a  bike  decorating  contest 
and   feature   them   in   the  parade 

*  organize  a  giant  candy  drop  from 
an  airplane  on  fair  day 

*  hold  a  competition  for  the  most 
useful  application  of  computers 
and  ask  the  entrants  to  demon- 

strate their  handiwork  at  the 
fai  r 

*  organize  a  poster  competition  to 
promote    the    fair    and    use  the 
entries  in  your  publicity 
campaign 

*  arrange  a  daycare  on  fair  day; 
ask    a    teen    group    to  organize 

*  set  up  a  lawn  and  garden  tractor rodeo 

*  set  up  a  hay  ride 

8:     IDEAS  FOR  DISPLAYS  AT  THE  FAIR 

*  local  health  unit,  blood  pressure 
clinic *  4-H  clubs 

*  local  service  clubs  such  as 
Lions,  Kinsmen,  etc. 

*  Breed  Associations 

*  commodity  groups  such  as  milk 
producers,  beef  marketing  groups, 
etc. 

*  regional      planning  commission 
*  local  R.C.M.P.  detachment 
*  local  ambulance  authority 
*  fire  department 

*  Agricultural  Service  Board 
*  set   up  your   own  display/demon- 

stration representing  food 
production   systems,    ie:  examples 
of    the    feed    to    meat  products 
process  ir.  the  livestock  industry 





9: GROUNDS  MAINTENANCE  AND  EQUIPMENT 

*  keep  it  clean  -  ensure  there  are 
sufficient  garbage  cans 

*  provide  seating  for  special 
events 

*  supervise  the  parking  of  vehicles 

*  advertise  the  times  and  locations 
of  all  events  throughout  the 

grounds 

*  use  a  public  address  system  to 
keep  people  informed  of  what  is 
happening 

*  designate  and  control  where 
horses   and   livestock   can  travel 

ATTENTION  ALL  FAIR  COMMITTEES 

We  in  the  Community  Services  Branch  are 
revving  up  our  engines  for  another  sea- 

son of  FAIR  VISITS  but  we  need  a  copy  of 
your  FAIR  BOOK  so  we  can  plan  our 
travel s . 

Please  send  a  copy  as  soon  as  the  book 
is  ready,  to: 

Community  Services  Branch 
Alberta  Agriculture 

201,  J.G.  O'Donoghue  Bldg. 
7000  -  113  Street 
EDMONTON,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 
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Staff  Notes 

RETIREMENT 

Dave  Jantzie,  our  Director  of  the 
Engineering  and  Rural  services  division 
of  Alberta  Agriculture,  is  retiring  to 
the  golf  course  effective  July  31,  1985. 

Dave  asked  us  to  pass  along  his 
sincere  best  wishes  and  the  hope  that 
Agricultural  Societies  will  continue  to 
be  so  effective  in  their  local 
communities. 

After  a  career  of  three  decades 
with  Alberta  Agriculture  we  will  all 

miss  Dave's  sense  of  humor  and  steadfast 
support  to  Agricultural  Societies. 

NEW  ADDITION 

Helen  Leigh-Christensen,  program 
consultant  to  agricultural  societies  in 
the  Vermilion  and  Red  Deer  regions  of 
the  province,  had  a  baby  boy  on  May  14, 
1985.    Mother   and    son   are   doing  well. 

Helen  will  be  on  Maternity  leave  until 
November,  1985.  While  Helen  is  away, 
Jackie  Gendre  will  be  working  with 
Community  Services  Branch.  Jackie 
has  experience  working  with  community 
groups  and  Agricultural  Societies  as 
a  District  Home  Economist  and  as  an 
active  4-H  member.  Jackie  looks  forward 
to  visiting  fairs  and  getting  to  know 
many      Agricultural      Society  people. 

/dibcrra 
AGRICULTURE 

Fair  Books 

KEEP  THOSE  FAIR  BOOKS  COMING 

In  order  to  keep  abreast  of  new 
developments  in  fair  classes  and  to 
allow  us  to  plan  summer  fair  visits, 
please  send  one  copy  of  your  fair 
book  to: 

Reg  Kontz 
Community  Services  Branch 
Alberta  Agriculture 
7000-113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 

INSIDE  FOR 

-Fair  Notes 
-Meeting  Tips 

-Inventory  Ideas 
-DA  Description 

Contributions    to   this   Newsletter  by: 

Andy  McPhee 
Dorothy  Mil ler 

Jean  Wilson 
Catherine  Edge 

Community  Services/Engineering  and  Rural  Services  Division,  7000-1 13  St.  Edmonton,  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 





ON  FAIRS 

FAIR  DATE  CORRECTION 

In     the  recent 
Exhibitions 
Societies  in 

"Rich  Valley 
be  August  24,  1985 

edition  of  Fairs, 
and  Agricultural 
Alberta  1985,  the 
Fair"      date  should 

NEW  PUBLICATION  AVAILABLE 

"JUDGING    STANDARDS    FOR  HORTICULTURAL 

SHOWS." 
A  new  publication   is  available  from: 

Alberta   Tree   Nursery  &  Horticultural 
Centre R.R.#6, 

Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5B  4P3 

„„  Jj  CANADA 

vinegar 

NATIONAL  CANADIAN  HOME 

"PICKLING  CHAMPIONSHIP 

1985  is  the  first  year  of  the  National 
Canadian  Home  Pickling  Championship.  It 
will  be  sponsored  by  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Winter  Fair  and  CanVin,  who 
manufacture  Allen's  Canada  brand 
vinegars.  All  Canadian  fairs  are 
eligible  to  participate.  For  details 
contact: 

Mr  Jack  Nil  sen 
CanVin 

Division  of  Campbell  Soup  Co.  Ltd. 
60  Birmingham  Street 
Toronto,  Ontario 
M8V  2B8 

Phone:  (416)  251-1131  Ext.  442 

or  phone:    Betty  Vladicka   at  973-3351 

KEEP  THOSE  FAIR  BOOKS  COMING 

In  order  to  keep  abreast  of  new 
developments  in  fair  classes  and  to 
allow  us  to  plan  summer  fair  visits, 
please  send  one  copy  of  your  fair 
book  to: 

Reg  Kontz 
Community  Services  Branch 
Alberta  Agriculture 
7000-113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 

FAIRS 

The  1985  summer  fairs  will  soon  be  upon 
us  and  I  would  remind  you  to  get  your 
supply  orders  in,  in  plenty  of  time,  so 
that  there  will  be  no  last  minute 
panic.  Parcels  can  take  up  to  four 
weeks  in  delivery.  Keep  this  in  mind 
when  you  are  ordering. 



EXHIBITING  AT  THE  FAIR- 
A  REWARDING  EXPERIENCE 

Going  to  the  fair  is  fun!  The  best 
thing  about  fairs  is  that  they  offer 
something  for  the  whole  family.  Take, 
for  example,  fair-goers  who  enjoy 
looking  at  the  exhibits. 

Both  exhibitors  and  non-exhibitors  want 
to  see  who  has  entered  and  won  from 

their     community.  It's  especially 
interesting  if  your  neighbor,  Mrs. 
Smith,  has  won  first  prize  for  her  tea 
biscuits.  After  all,  fairs  are  a 
community  activity  and  supporting  your 
fair    means    supporting   your  community. 

Those  who  contributed  items  to  be  judged 
want  to  see  how  their  entries  fared.  If 
they  are  prize  winners,  then  they  feel 
good  about  themselves  and  their 
entries.  Exhibiting  becomes  a  source  of 
self-satisfaction  for  them. 

But  life's  harsh  reality  dictates  that 
we  can't  all  be  winners.  If  their  entry 
didn't  win  a  prize  then  exhibitors  want 
to  know  why.  This  is  the  second 
important  aspect  of  exhibiting:  learning 

from  the  judge's  comments  and  from 
comparison  with  the  winners.  An 
exhibitor  who  knows  how  to  improve  the 
entry  for  next  year  is  motivated  to  try 
again. 

Another  reason  for  exhibitors  to  study 
the  display  of  entries  is  to  get  new 
ideas.  Exhibitors  may  decide  to  enter 
in  a  category  that  they  have  not 
previously  considered  or  they  might 
discover  a  more  creative  way  to  do  what 
they  have  already  been  doing. 

The  quality  of  the  entries  and  the  way 
they  are  judged  set  the  standards  for  a 
fair.  Fairs  with  low  standards,  that 
is,  leinent  judging  and  entries  of  low 

quality,  won't  attract  participants  for 
long.  If  mediocre  entries  appear  to  win 

prizes,  potential  exhibitors  won't 
bother  to  enter.  Winning  a  prize  will 
seem  meaningless  to  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  judging  is  too 
strict  and  standards  too  high, 
exhibitors  will  be  discouraged.  The 
ideal,  of  course,  is  to  set  standards 
that  are  high  enough  so  that  exhibitors 
are  particularly  proud  to  be  winners. 

Standards  change  as  the  fair  matures.  A 

beginning  fair  won't  want  to  start  with 
standards  that  are  too  high.  Exhibitors 
might     be     discouraged.         A  fair, 
particularly  a  new  one,  wants  as  much 
community  support  as  possible. 

It  also  takes  time  to  train  judges  and 
to  give  exhibitors  a  chance  to  learn  the 
expectations  of  the  judges.  Bascially 
judges  evaluate  two  things:  workmanship 
and  creativity.  They  aim  for  fairness 
and  objectivity  and  encourage  community 
support  by  providing  constructive 
criticism.  They  strive  to  avoid 
discouraging  exhibitors  from  trying 

again. 

Fair  managers  should  take  a  look  at  what 
messages  the  prize  list  and  the  display 
of  judged  entries  are  giving  to 
potential  exhibitors.  The  goal  is  to 
strike  a  balance  between  challenging  the 
community  and  letting  participants 
achieve  awards  in  which  they  can  take 

pride. 

Submitted  by: 

Catherine  Edge 

Food  Special ist 
Home  Economist  and  4-H  Branch 



What's  a  DA  ? 

This  is  a  summary  of  Barbara  Bennett's 
presentation  to  Agricultural  Societies 
in  the  Lethbridge  area.  Barb  is  the 
district  agriculturist  in  Airdrie. 

What  Does  A  District  Agriculturist  Do? 

1:  Provide  education  and  advice  to  rural 
families  and  communities  in  the 
following  areas: 
-  hogs,  beef  and  dairy  cattle, 

poul try 
-  forage  crops,  grains,  soils 
-  management 
-  weed/chemicals 
-  marketing 

2:    Promote  recognized  agricultural 
practices. 

3:    Administer  agricultural  programs 

4:    Collect  information  on  local 

situations    -    soil   moisture,  crops, 
climate,   marketing,   acreage  yields, 
production,  management,  costs, 
outlooks,  etc. 

5:    Are  involved  with: 

-agri-business 
-farm  organizations -4-H 

-Agricultural    Service   Boards,  Seed 
Cleaning  Plants 
-Agricultural  Societies,  etc. 

How  Does  The  District  Agriculturist  Do 
His/Her  Job?  

-Farm  Visits 
-Field  Demonstrations 
-Short  Courses  and  Clinics  on 
Agricultural  Trends  and 
Developments 
-Addressing  individual  and  groups 
and  relaying  information 
-Explain  and  help  producers  take 
advantage  of  agricultural  related 
government  programs 

How  Can  Agricultural  Societies  and 
District  Agriculturists  Work  Together? 

-  Lectures  and  Demonstrations 
-  Collecting  Information  on  the 

local  situation 

Advisory  Capacity  If  Requested 
-  Fairs  and  Competitions 
-  Farmers'  Markets 
-  Involving  Youth 
-  Cooperation  with  other 

associations 
-  Facilities 

Watch  future  issues  for  a  report 
on  District  Home  Economists. 

COMMUNITY  CONTACTS 

Fair  Workshops  Openings 

Sundre  Milo 
Round  Hill 

Resource  Meetings 

Alliance  Gleichen 
Arrowood  Heisler 
Barons  Irricana 
Blood  Tribe  Sangudo 
Clyde  Strome 
Czar  Warner 



TAKING  STOCK 

"We  heard  the  siren  last  night,  but 
never  even  thought  of  this".  Gloomy  ag 
society  members  stood  beside  the 
smoldering  rubble  of  their  Agriplex. 
"At  least  we  have  insurance". 

Yes,  the  building  was  insured,  but  what 
about  the  contents?  Does  the  policy 
cover  replacement  cost  of  the  bingo 
machine  and  the  sports  equipment?  Where 
is  the  policy? 

Sorting  out  a  disaster  is  easier  if  this 
information  is  readily  available.  Take 
steps  toward  control  of  the  situation 
before    it    happens    in    your  community. 

The  first  move  is  to  make  an  inventory 
of  the  assets  owned  by  the  Agricultural 
Society.  Encourage  other  community 
groups  who  store  their  equipment  in  the 
Agriplex  to  do  the  same.  A  description 
of  the  item,  the  value,  date  of 
purchase,  the  serial  number  and  the 
model  number  will  identify  things  that 
are  lost  in  a  fire,  stolen,  or 
vandalized.  It  is  a  big  job  and  a 
tedious  one,  but  the  results  are 
invaluable  in  an  emergency.  (The  same 
is  also  true  for  your  household 
possessions. ) 

An  inventory  can  be  a  list  of  items  and 
corresponding  descriptions  or  pictures 
of  items  with  the  identifying  serial  and 
model  numbers  written  on  the  back. 
Pictures  are  useful  if  there  are  similar 
items  that  can  be  grouped  together  or 
displayed  on  the  wall.  Either  type,  or 
a  combination  of  written  descriptions 
and  pictures,  serve  the  purpose. 

If  you  tackle  the  job  as  a  group,  it 

won't  take  very  long.  (The  hardest  part 
will  be  convincing  other  members  that 

it's  worth  it.)  When  finished,  you'll 
have  a  much  better  idea  of  how  much 
insurance     your     Agricultural  Society 

needs.  With  assets  listed  in  an 
inventory,  incoming  executive  will  be 
able  to  take  stock  quickly.  It  will 
provide  some  continuity,  with  less 
chance  of  things  going  missing  over  the 

years. 
As   new  items  are  purchased,   it  is  a 
simple  matter  to  update  this  list.  Keep 
one  copy  of  the  completed  inventory  in  a 
safety  deposit  box,  and  another  in  the files. 

Recording  the  information  is  easier  on 
an  inventory  form.  These  are  available 
from  most  insurance  companies.  If  you 
have  trouble  finding  one,  ask  the 
District  Home  Economist  for  a  copy  of 
Cope. ..with  a  Household  Inventory.  This 
record  book  Ts  designed  for  Ti sting 
household  possessions,  but  will  suit 

your  purpose.  Once  you're  familiar  with 
it,  you'll  want  to  make  household 
inventory  too. 

Submitted  by:  Jean  Wilson, 
Family  Resource  Management  Specialist. 



OLDS  COLLEGE 
Olds,  Alberta,  Canada 

TOM  IPO 
403*556  •8281 

BRIGHTEN  UP  YOUR  SUMMER  WITH  AN 
OLDS  COLLEGE  SUMMER  SESSION 

Olds  College  Continuing  Education 
Department  is  offering  four  programs 

this  summer  each  offering  a  week's  worth 
of  information,  instruction  and 
experience  in  a  wide  range  of  topics  and 
settings. 
Here  is  the  Olds  College  Continuing 
Education  summer  program  agenda: 

FIBRE  WEEK 
From  June  30  to  July  5,  expert  fibre 
arts  instructors  will  offer  2i-day  and 
5-day  courses  in  such  areas  as  spinning, 
weaving,  knitting,  applique,  quilting, 
embroidery  and  tailoring. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  this  year's 
Fibre  Week  is  a  5-day  transparency 
weaving  workshop  taught  by  Phyllis 
Dedekam.  This  Scandanavian  technique 

produces  a  see-through  woven  inlaid 
window  panel/curtain  or  mural 
beautiful  pieces  that  combine  artistic 
quality  with  functional  use. 

HORTICULTURE  WEEK 

From  July  W~  to  August  2,  the horticultural  extravaganza  will  offer 
something  for  gardeners,  greenhouse 
owners,  aspiring  show  judges,  novice 
designers  and  those  who  work  in  the 
florist  industry. 
Those  who  wish  to  develop  or  improve 
their  floral  arrangement  skills  can 
spend  a  week  in  one  of  the  commercial 
design  schools.  Others,  who  may  have  an 
interest  in  crafts  or  decoration 
techniques,  will  find  all  of  the  five 
scheduled  day-long  Leisure  Flower 
Arranging  workshops  interesting. 

Also  on  tap  for  the  week  are  sessions  in 
media  relations  for  garden  clubs,  basic 
and  rose  judging,  dry  ornamental  design, 
groundcovers ,  herb  gardening,  insects  in 
horticulture,  and  managing  plant  health 
in  the  greenhouse. 

COMPUTER  CAMP 
In  July,  Olds  College  will  be  offering  a 
camp  that  offers  the  best  of  both  worlds 
for  11  to  17  years  old:  fun  and  learning 
Running  from  July  8  to  12,  the  Computer 
Camp  is  designed  for  both  newcomers  to 
the  computer  age  and  computer  literates. 
In  addition  to  exploring  the  role  of 
electronics    in    our    society  through 
hands-on      training      and  classroom 
sessions,  participants  will  take  tours 
of  the  Olds   College  campus,  learning 
about    agricultural    education  through 
short     lectures     and  demonstrations. 
Students    will    stay    at    the  College 
residence   to   get   a   taste  of  college 
life.      Games,  more  computer  fun,  and 
movies    will    fill    the    evening  hours 
during  their  stay. 

CANOEING  ADVENTURE 

The  waterways  of  the  Reeky  Mountain 
House  area  will  provide  the  setting  for 
a  much  different  type  of  course  offered 

August  18  to  24.  Dubbed  "Canoeing 
Adventure,"  the  outdoor  program  premises 
to  live  up  to  its  name  as  it  takes 
novice  cancers  from  flatwater  to 
currents,  eddies  and  narrows. 
If  you  like  camping  and  excitement, 
enjoy  the  outdoors,  and  want  to  learn 
hew  to  master  the  art  of  canoeing,  this 
course  is  for  you. 

If  you'd  like  any  additional  information 
or    are     interested     in  registering, 
contact      the      Continuing  Education 
Department,  Olds  College,  Olds,  Alberta 
TOM  IPO  (403)  556-8344/8352. 

CONTACT: 

Ralph  Kunkel 
556-8352 





fajnti  safety   

let's  ta.l]s  aibout... 

FIRE  CONTROL  ON  ALBERTA'S  FARMS 

Fires  on  Alberta's  farms  are  an  ever  present  threat  which 
result  in  property  damage,  injuries  and  loss  of  life. 

A  recent  study  indicates  that  over  a  period  of  seven  years, 
from  1976  -  83,  there  were  2689  farm  fires,  resulting  in 
approximately  31  million  dollars  in  property  damage,  52  severe 
burn  victims  and  the  loss  of  10  lives. 

Much  of  this  loss  can  be  reduced  if  the  primary  producer, 
their  employees  and  families  are  aware  of  this  increasing  threat 
and  have  the  ability  to  control  fires  until  help  arrives. 

It  is  a  fact  that  response  to  rural  fire  calls  is  sometimes 

hampered  by  distance,  bad  roads  and  inclement  weather.  | 

The  producer  must  be  ready  to  minimize  the  high  cost  of  I 
fire  loss.  j s 

The  Farm  Safety  Program  in  co-operation  with  the  Fire  | 
Prevention  Branch,  The  City  of  Edmonton  Fire  Department  and  j 

several  voluntary  rural  fire  departments  have  developed  a  worskhop  ■ 
entitled  Fire  Control  on  the  Farm. 

This  is  a  practical  "hands  on"  workshop  with  you  in  mind. 

I 
CONTACT: 

Farm  Safety  Program 

2nd  Floor,  J.G.  O'Donoghue  Bldg. 
7000  -  113  Street 
EDMONTON,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 

or    Phone:  427-2186 

/dibcrra 
AGRICULTURE 

Farm  Safety  Program 
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1986\\ferld 

Plowing  Match 

CANADA  -  AGFEST  '86 
May  29  -  June  3,  1986 

Olds,  Alberta 

33rd  WORLD  PLOWING  MATCH 

Representatives  from 
countries  compete  on 
grassland  plots. 

twenty-five 
stubble  and 

1986  CANADIAN  PLOWING  MATCH 

To  choose  Canada's  competitors  at  the 1987  world  match  in  Austria. 

TENT  CITY  OF  AGRICULTURAL  TECHNOLOGY 

Pictures   of   the   past  and  present,  and 
glimpses   of  the  future.      Displays  and 
demonstrations         by  manufacturers, 
distributors  and  dealers.  For 
nformation  contact: 

1986  World  Plowing  Match 
Olds  College 
OLDS,  Alberta       TOM  IPO 

(403)  556-7569 

ydlberta 
AGRICULTURE 

(403)  556-8208 

AUGUST  1985 

Fundraising 

Cookbook  ̂ ijX 

The  Canadian  Association  of  Exhibitions 
and  Robin  Hood  Multi foods  are  publishing 

a  special  "prize  winners"  cookbook.  It will  be  used  as  a  fundraiser  for 
individual  fairs  and  for  the  CAE. 

There  is  an  opportunity  to  earn  two 
dollars,  or  possibly  even  more,  for  each 
copy  that  is  sold. 

Does  someone  in  your  community  have  a 
recipe  that  wins  prizes  at  the  fair 
every  year?  See  if  you  can  convince 
them  to  share  it.  All  fairs  are  invited 
to  submit  recipes  for  possible  inclusion 
in  the  cookbook. 

For  more  information  about  submitting 
recipes,  or  to  place  orders  for 
cookbooks,  contact  the  office  of  the 
Canadian  Association  of  Exhibitions  at. 

Box  409,  Station  "C",  Toronto,  Ontario, 
M6J  3P5. 

INSIDE  FOR 

A.A.A.S.  and  CAE  Announcements 
A  New  4-H  Activity 
Estate  Checklist  Quiz 

AND  MORE! 

Community  Services/Engineering  and  Rural  Services  Division, 7000-1 13  St.  Edmonton,  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 





HONORARY  MEMBERSHIP 

A.A.A.S.  were  pleased  to  present:- 

John  Porozni  -  Willingdon 
Ralph  Lougheed  -  Benalto 
Allan  Zaparnuik  -  Two  Hills 

with  Honorary  Membership  awards  at  this 

year's  annual  meeting. 

Forms  for  the  1985  awards  will  be  sent 
out  shortly.  Just  a  reminder  that  if 
you  submitted  a  nominee  last  year,  who 

'^as  unsuccessful,  you  can  resubmit  this 
year. 

FAIR  SUPPLIES 

Orders  have  been  coming  in  steadily  at 
the  office. 

Hopefully  all  your  orders  arrived  in 
time.  If  you  have  not  already  done  so, 
remember  you  have  to  order  at  least 
three  weeks  ahead  to  give  the  postal 
service      enough      time      for  delivery. 

CANADIAN  ASSOCIATION  of  EXHIBITIONS 
ASSOCiATION  DES  EXPOSITIONS  DU  CANADA 

1986  CONVENTION 

Monday,  March  3  -  Thursday,  March  6,  1986 
Calgary,  Alberta 

Hosted  by  the  Calgary  Stampede  Board. 

A  varied  program  of  interest  to  those 
who  put  on  fairs.  A  chance  to  share 
ideas  about  promotion,  sponsorship, 
buildings,  midways,  entertainment  and 
anything  and  everything  else  pertaining 
to  fairs. 

Located  at  Calgary  Convention  Centre  and 
Skyl ine  Hotel . 

Watch  Fairscope  and  this  newsletter  for 
further  detail s. 

RrGXON At 

WORKSHOPS 

Planning  has  begun  for  the  1985-1986 
Regional  Workshops  and  we  would  like 
some  input  from  you. 

Think  about  what  your  needs  are  as  an 
agricultural      society.  We     will  be 
discussing  workshops  with  many  of  you 
during  fair  visits  and  over  the  phone. 
Give  us  a  call  if  you  have  any 
suggestions  or  ideas. 

Also,  if  you  are  interested  in  hosting  a 
regional  workshop,  contact  us  as  soon  as 
possible.  We  would  like  to  have  a 
complete  list  of  workshop  dates  and 
locations  to  publish  in  the  next 
newsletter. 



4-H  "ADOPT  a  FLOWER  BED" 

Do  you  have  a  flower  bed  on  your  fair 

grounds  that  you  would  like  to  "put  up 
for  adoption"?  Is  there  a  spot  around 
your  community  hall  or  recreation 
complex  that  could  use  some  nice  bright 
flowers?      You  just  might  be   in  luck! 

Elizabeth  Webster,  4-H  Personal 
Development  Specialist,  has  recently 

proposed  an  "adopt-a-f lower  bed" 
activity  for  4-H  clubs  to  "kick  off" 
their  club  year.  She  suggests  that  this 
fall,  potential  and  former  4-H  members 
may  want  to  plant  tulips  or  other  bulbs 
in  an  area  clearly  visible  to  people  in 

their  community.  The  4-H'ers  could 
design  the  flower  bed,  purchase  the 
necessary  materials  and  then  go  to 
work. 

In  the  Spring,  everyone  could  enjoy  the 
flowers  and  recognize  them  as  a 
contribution  from  4-H  members  to  the 
community. 

4-H  clubs  are  often  looking  for  ideas 
for  community  activities,  such  as  this 
one,  to  build  club  spirit  and  attract 
new  members.  Perhaps  you  have  some 
suggestions.  Maybe  your  agricultural 
society  would  like  to  work  with  a  local 

4-H  club  on  a  community  clean-up  or 
beautif ication  project. 

Remember  that  many  of  those  4-H'ers  are 
future  members  of  agricultural  societies! 

Dorothy  Miller,  Program  Consultant  to 
agricultural  societies  in  the  Airdrie  and 
Lethbridge  regions,  has  decided  to  leave 
Alberta  Agriculture  effective  August  1, 
1985.  She  is  returning  to  her  home  base 
in  Ontario. 

If  you  have  any  concerns,  please  call 
Reg  Kontz,  Jackie  Gendre  or  Andy  McPhee 
at  the  Community  Services  Branch.  We 
will  be  glad  to  talk  to  you! 

Last  summer,  as  you  probably  know,  fairs 
across  the  country  participated  in  tb^ 
Robin  Hood  Multifoods  Inc.,  75( 
Anniversary  Baking  Contest.  The  Roblin 
Agricultural  Society  of  Roblin,  Manitoba 
and  the  Saanich  Fair  of  Victoria,  B.C., 
both  received  $1,000  as  a  result  of  this 
contest. 

The  Roblin  Agricultural  Society 
submitted  a  photograph  of  their  pri:  e 

winning  children's  cookiegram  and  tue 
Saanich  Fair  entered  a  picture  of  their 
winning  Sherwood  Forest  Cake. 

Sandra  Poersch  of  Macnutt,  Saskatchewan 
was  the  creator  of  the  winning 
cookiegram.  She  received  a  personal 

computer  as  a  prize.  The  talented  "cake 
maker"  was  Kathy  Norman  of  Victoria, 
B.C.  Her  Sherwood  Cake,  which  was 
cleverly  decorated  to  look  like  a  bag  of 
Robin  Hood  flour,  won  her  a  trip  for  two 
to  England  with  a  side  trip  to  the 
Sherwood  Forest. 

The  consumer  services  supervisor  at 

Robin  Hood  was  pleased  with  the  qualit- 
of  baking  in  photographs  they  receive 
for  the  contest.  There  are  a  lot  of 
very  talented  cooks  entering  baked  goods 
in        Canadian        agricultural  fairs! 



^ommuniiij  Centre 

Hall  &  Ball  Diamond  Info. 

Harry  946-5235 
Roth  946-5456 

Donna 

Rach  946-5998 

The  Madden  and  District  Agricultural 
Society  has  business  cards  to  promote 
their  new  community  centre. 

They  are  ideal  for  posting  on  bulletin 
boards,  giving  to  prospective  renters 
and  sending  to  potential  user  groups. 

Community 

Contacts 

June  1  -  July  31 

FAIRS 

Lloydminster  -  4-H  Expo 
Tofield  -  4-H  Beef 
High  River  Old  Time  Ranch  Day 
Paradise  Valley 
Cremona 
Acme 
Rochester 

Sturgeon  River  -  Gibbons 
Battle  River  -  Manning 
Val ley view 

Edgerton Camrose 

INFORMATION  MEETINGS 

Clandonald 
Didsbury 

Reg,  Andy,  Jackie  and  Anne  are  ready  and 
eager  to  process  your  fair  grant 
applications.  We  can  guarantee  a  fast 
processing  of  your  fair  grant  cheques, 
if  your  fair  committee  can  follow  a  few 
simple  rules. 

1)  Fill 
completely. 

out     the     fair     grant  forms 

2)  Attach  photocopies  of  all  invoices 
and    cancelled    cheques    for   fair  expenses. 

3)  Send  your  complete  application  to  us 
at  the  Community  Services  Branch  as  soon 
after  the  fair  as  possible. 

We  hope  you  have  sunny  days  at  fair  time 
this  summer.  Also,  take  some  time  for 
fun  this  year! 

SPECIAL  EVENTS 

Madden  -  Opening 

Vegreville  -  Appreciation  Night 

RESOURCE  MEETINGS 

Springbank Thorsby 

Bonanza 

Sundre 

Contributions  to  this  Newsletter  by 

Andy  McPhee 
Dorothy  Miller 
Jackie  Gendre 
Jean  Wilson 



ORGANIZE  FAMILY  AND  FINANCIAL  PAPERS 

Paper  seems  to  make  the  world  go  round,  and  what  a  mess  we're  in  if  we 
don't  look  after  that  paper  properly.     If  you've  ever  served  on  the 
executive  of  the  Ag  Society,  you  know  the  benefits  of  being  able  to 
locate  Important  papers  In  a  hurry.    Now        how  about  applying  that 
knowledge  at  home  and  organizing  your  personal  papers.    Find  out  if 

you're  in  control  of  household  paper  flow. 

Take  a  minute  to  do  the:  Estate  Checklist  Quiz 

1.      Do  you  know  where  your  income  tax  records  are?   

How  long  would  it  take  to  put  the  records  for  the  past  6  years  In 

order?   

2.      Could  you  find  your  birth  certificate  In  a  hurry?   

Where  Is  It? 

3.      Do  you  have  a  list  of  the  location  and  account  ntmbers  of  your  bank 

accounts?   

Does  your  husband/wife  know  where  they  are?  

^.      Do  you  have  a  safety  deposit  box? 

Where  do  you  have  a  1  1st  of  its  contents? 

5.      How  much,  and  what  type(s),  life  insurance  does  your  spouse  have? 

Do  you  know  where  the  policies  are?   

6.      Do  you  and  your  spouse  have  up-to-date  wills?   

The  personal  papers  outlined  In  the  quiz  can  generally  be  divided  into 
three  groups;  those  difficult  to  replace,  those  needed  for  reference, 
and  those  used  for  personal  identification. 

Birth,  death,  and  marriage  certificates,  divorce  decrees,  wills, 
passports,  and  citizenship  papers  are  examples  of  documents  that  are 
difficult  to  replace.    These  should  be  stored  in  a  safety  deposit  box. 
A  list  of  all   Items  stored  in  the  safety  deposit  box, (and  the  name  of 
the  person  whose  name  the  box  is  registered  in)  should  be  kept  in  your 
files  at  home . 



-  2  - 

Reference  material   Is  stored  at  home.     It  Is  easier  If  home  files  are 
broken  Into  two  sections:  permanent  and  current.    Bank  account  and 
credit  card  nimbers,  health  records,   income  tax  returns,  insurance 

policies,  and  employment  records  are  examples  of  papers  you'll  need 
occasionally  for  reference.    The  current  files  will  contain  your  account 
book,  receipts  and  other  information  that  needs  continual  updating. 

Personal   identification  should  be  carried  with  you.    This  might  include 

your  driver's  license,  credit  cards,  health  care  cards,  and  social 
Insurance  card. 

Knowing  the  whereabouts  of  your  personal  papers  Is  good  management.  An 
Inventory  of  these  papers  Is  useful  during  the  estate  planning  process 
and  in  cases  of  emergency.    Your  advisors  and  family  will  be  able  to 

locate  Important  papers  In  a  hurry.    You  might  not  realize  It,  but  you're 
doing  yourself  and  your  family  a  favor  by  making  an  estate  inventory. 

Ask  the  District  Home  Economist  for  a  copy  of  Cope...  with  Family  and 
Financial  Papers.    This  publication  gives  a  description  of  different 
docLinents  and  provides  space  for  recording  your  Information.  Organize 
your  family  and  financial  papers  toaay. 

Submitted  by: 
Jean  Wl 1  son 
Family  Resource  Management  Specialist 
Home  Economics  Branch 
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COMMUNir/ 

SERWCES  BRAHCH 

We  at  the  Comnunity  Services  Branch 
provide  a  variety  of  support  services  to 
the   agricultural   societies   of  Alberta. 

We  are  available  to  attend  meetings  or 
provide  workshops  in  many  areas  of 
concern. 

1 )  Workshops 
-  Creative  Fairs 
-  Effective  Meetings 
-  Record  Keeping 
-  Public  Relations 

2)  Orientations 
-  Board  of  .  i.rectors 
-  Secretaries  & 
Treasurers 

-  Grants,  By-laws  & 
Constitutions 

3)  Leadership  Development 
-  Program  Planning  & 
Evaluation 

-  Financial  Responsibility 
-  Decisions 

OCTOBER  1985 

We  are  also  available  to  help  in  programs 
designed  to  meet  the  specific  needs  of 
your  agricultural  society  in  your  own 
comnunity. We  are  available,  so  why  not 
give  us  a  call! 

Comnunity  Services  Branch 
427-2171 

On  The  Road 

August  1st  -  October  1st 

FAIR  VISITS 

Thorhild 
Bonanza 
Barrhead Thorsby 

Smoky  Lake 
Wetaskiwin Rinibey 

Morrin 
Clandonald 

Athabasca 
Grande  Prairie 
Savanna 

^fymam 
Waskatenau Ranfurly 

Ponoka 

Rocky  Mtn.  Hse. 
Lac  Bellevue 

La  Glace 

Eaglesham 

Ry croft Lamont Ryley 

Willingdon 
Coronation 
Marwayne 

Round  Hill 

Publications  available  are: 

-  Money  Making  Ventures 
-  Secretary's  Manual 
-  Exhibitions,  Fairs  and 
Agricultural  Societies  of  Alberta 

-  Displays  Available  to 
Agricultural  Societies  in  Alberta 

-  Agricultural  Societies  Newsletter 
(Published  Bi-Monthly) 

INFORMATION  MEETINGS     RESOURCE  MEETINGS 

Millet 
Coalhurst 
Nobleford 

Bcw  Island 
New  Sarepta 

Empress 

SPECIAL  EVENTS 

Central  Slave  Lake  Agricultural 
Society  (Kinuso)  grand  opening 
of  the  comnunity  complex. 

ydlberra 
AGRICULTURE 

INSIDE  FOR  MORE! 

Community  Services/Engineering  and  Rural  Services  Division,  7000-1 13  St.  Edmonton,  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 





Have  you  ever  played,  "The  Fair  Game"? 
You  probably  didn't  think  of  it  as  a 
"game"  but  if  you  have  had  anything  to 
do  with  planning  an  agricultural  fair, 

you've  played,  "The  Fair  Game". 

Staff  of  the  Comnunity  Services  Branch 

have  been  out  "snapping"  pictures  at 
fairs  throughout  the  province  this 
sunmer  in  order  to  put  together  a 
slide/ tape  presentation  about  planning 
fairs.  The  title  of  this  presentation 

is,  yes  you've  guessed  it,  "The  Fair 
Game". 

It  goes  through  a  series  of  steps  that 
an  agricultural  society  can  take  to  help 

ensure  that  they  win,  "The  Fair  Game" and  have  a  successful  fair. 

Does  the  bench  shc^^ 

at  your  fair  lack 
pizzaz?  Do  you  need 
some  new  display 
ideas? 

From  visiting  fairs 
over  the  past  few 
years,  we  have  put 

together  a  collection  of  slides  of  "dynamic" 
displays.  Included  are  examples  of  ways  to 
display  everything  from  grain  sheaves  to 

fancy  party  dresses.  It's  a  great  source  of creative  ideas! 

If  you  are  interested 
in  seeing  these  slide 
presentations  as  part 
of  the  evaluation  of 
your  fair  this  fall, 
please  contact  our 
office. 

We  are  available  to  come  to  one  of  your 
^meetings  and  discuss  all  aspects  of 
organizing  a  fair. 

WORKSHOPS 

Due  to  staff  changes  this  fall,  we  have 
decided  to  try  holding  all  .twenty 
Regional  Workshops  in  the  New  Year.  W( 
are  now  busy  contacting  potential  host.- 
and  setting  dates  in  January  and February . 

What      do     you  like 
Regional  Workshops? 
issues      of  current 
agricultural  society 

or     dislike  about 
Are      there  any 

concern      to  yoTir 
that       could  be 

addressed  at  a  workshop?  If  we  haven't 
already  asked  you  these  questions,  give 
us  a  call.  We  would  appreciate  having 
your  coniiients  and  suggestions  when 
planning  Regional  Workshops  for  1986. 

For        more  workshop 
information       watch  for 
mail-out     in     Novenber  and 
the  newsletter. 

details  and 
our  special 
keep  reading 

Keep       those       fair      grant  applications 
coming 

To  ensure  fast  processing  of  your  fair 
grant  cheques,  send  your  application  to 
us  as  soon  as  possible.  Be  sure  to  fill 
out  the  fair  grant  forms  conpletely  and 
attach  photocopies  of  all  invoices  and 
cancelled  cheques  for  fair  expenses. 

We  hope  that  all  went  well  at  your  fair 
this  summer  and  wish  you  success  with 
yow:  fall  and  winter  activities. 

WE  NEED  YOUR  FAIR  DATE 

Each  year  the  Comnunity  Services  Branch  of 
Alberta  Agriculture  publishes  Fairs , 
Exhibitions  and  Agricultural  Societies  in 
Alberta We  need  your  help  to  ensure  this  is 
the  most  complete  listing  of  fairs  and 
exhibitions  in  Alberta. 

Please  return  the  yellow  Fair  Date  Form  as 
soon  as  you  have  set  your  1986  fair  or  other 
activity  dates. 



Bright Ideas  * 

Agricultural  societies  are  often  looking 
for  new  ideas  for  projects  and 
activities,  so  we  have  decided  to  make 

"Bright  Ideas"  a  regular  feature  in  the newsletter. 

We  are  always  on  the  lookout  for  unique 
projects  or  activities.  If  you  have 

some  "bright  ideas"  you  would  like  to 
share  with  other  agricultuial  societies, 
please  let  us  know  so  we  can  include 
them. 

gAf  The  Coronation  Fair  celebrated  its 
25th  Anniversary  this  year.  As  a 
souvenir  of  the  occasion,  the  agri- 

cultural society  presented  bench  show 
winners  and  participants  in  special 
events  with  silver  dollars. 

Coronation  also  had  a  scarecrow  con- 
test  for  the  children.  Contestants 

were  divided  into  different  age  cate- 
gories for  the  judging  of  their  hand- 

made scarecrows.  After  the  contest, 
the  scarecrows  were  put  on  display  in 
the  exhibit  hall. 

^jL  Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  combine 
crunch?  We  hadn't  until  we  saw  one  at 
the  Camrose  fair.  It  was  like  a  demo- 

lition derby  using  old  combines.  Con- 
testants paid  an  entry  fee  and  there 

was  prize  money  for  the  winners.  There 
were  different  heats  each  day.  of  the 
fair  and  the  crowds  loved  it! 

At  the  Lac  Bellevue  Fair,  there  was 

a  fantastic  talent  night.  Local  con- 
testants of  all  ages  put  together 

their  acts  to  make  a  very  entertaining 
evening. 

At  the  La  Glace  Fair,  the  agricultural 
society  has  senior  citizens  appointed  as 

"up  front  people"  to  watch  over  displays 
and  visit  with  spectators.  These  up 

front  people  give  the  fair  a  "face"  and  a "voice". 

The  Sundre  Agricultural  Society  promotes 
post- secondary  education  by  providing  a 
scholarship  each  year  for  a  local  student 
vho  is  continuing  his/her  education  in  an 
agriculture-related  field.  They  have  a 
set  of  regulations  to  distribute  to  in- 

terested students. 

Is  your  agricultural  society  looking  for 
a  special  activity  this  fall?  Try  organ- 

izing a  Coimiunity  Services  Trade  Fair. 
Coinnunity  organizations  such  as  Boy 
Scouts, 4-H,  Service  Clubs  and,  of  course, 
the  agricultural  society  could  set  up 
booths  to  tell  people  about  their  pro- 

grams . 
Fall  is  the  perfect  time  for  a  trade  fair 
like  this  because  the  children  are  back 
to  school  and  everyone  is  looking  for 
activities  to  fill  the  long  winter  months 
ahead. 

The  Wildwood  fair  book  had  an  interesting 
approach  to  their  Farmstead  and  Town  Yard 
Beautification  classes  this  year. 

Instead  of  just  one  class  in  each  section 
they  offered  three  classes.  One  was  open 
to  entrants  who  have  been  previous  1st 
and  2nd  place  prize  winners.  A  second 
class  was  open  to  entrants  who  have,  in 
previous  years,  entered  the  competition 
but  have  never  been  among  the  winning 

entrants.  A  third  class  was  open  to  en- 
trants have  never  before  entered  the 

competition. 

This  is  an  effective  way  to  open  up  any 

competitive  class  to  more  entrants  with- 
out      excluding       previous  winners. 



4-H  Clubtime  begins 
its    24  th    year  of 
broadcasting  on 
Saturday,  October  5, 
1985   at   10:00  a.m. 
on    CBC  Television 

stations  throughout  Alberta.     Clubtime  will 
also  be  broadcast  on  the  ACCESS  Network  the 
following  Monday  at  5:30  p.m. 

Oct.  5  -  THE  REGIONAL  4-H  SPECIALIST 
This  episode  looks  at  the  organization 
of  4-H  clubs  and  activities  of  a  Reg- 

ional 4-H  Specialist. 

Oct.  12  -  4-HER'S  DAY  AT  AN  AG.  COLLEGE 
We  follow  a  4-H  senior  member  through 
a  normal  day  of  activities  at  an  agri- 

cultural college. 

Oct.  19  -  IT  S  YOUR  MDVE 

4-H  menbers  look  at  making  career 
choices  at  Selections,  an  annual  pro- 

vincial 4-H  program  at  Olds,  Alberta. 

|Oct.    26    -   TOM  EIRIKSON   -   RIDIN'    HI  WITH 
4-H 

Provincial  4-H  celebrity  spokesman  Tom 
Eirikson,  shows  a  group  of  4-H  members 
skills  and  behind-the-scenes  activi- 

ties of  a  rodeo  cowboy. 

iNov.  2  -  4-H  ROOTS  IN  ALBERTA 
Rural    youth    clubs    have    existed  in 
Alberta    for    almost   70   years.  This 
episode  looks  at  the  purpose  and 
projects  of  your  earliest  4-H  clubs. 

fcv.  9  -  EARLY  4-H  EXCHANGES 
A  look  at  early  interprovincial  4-H 
exchanges,  especially  to  Yellowknife, 
Northwest  Territories. 

16  -  NORTH  OF  60 

A  modem  day  4-H  exchange  to  the 
Northwest  Territories  as  menbers 
explore    this    land    of    the  midnight 
sun. 

Nov.  30  -  CLUBTIME  GOES  DOWN  UNDER 
Clubtime  host.  Bob  Coe,  shares  scenes 
and  experiences  from  the  Barrier  Reef 
to  Botany  Bay  and  the  goldmining  tc^m  of 
Ballarat,  videotaped  during  a  working 
holiday  in  Australia. 

CAMPAIGN 

KICK-OFF 

The  fall  months  are  the  start-up  time 
for  4-H  Clubs  across  the  province  and  to 
help  get  things  rolling,  the  2nd  annual 
"Ridin'  Hi  With  4-H"  campaign  kicks  off 
August  26-30.  The  campaign  will  wind-up 
with  National  4-H  Week,  Noveirber  4-10. 

During  this  exciting  campaign  watch  for 
television  comnercials  with  three  time 
Canadian  Pro  Rodeo  Association  All  Around 
Cowboy  Tom  Eirikson  from  Longview, 

Alberta  and  Premier's  Award  Winner  Harley 
Read,  from  Lethbridge. 

"Ridin'  Hi  With  4-H"  logos  will  be  on 
grocery  bags,  Alpha  milk  cartons  and 
school  bookmarks  throughout  Alberta. 
Other  promotional  materials  such  as 
stickers,  buttons,  banners  and  placemats 
are  available  from  Alberta  Agriculture 
District  Offices. 

Ihis  is  an  exciting  time  for  all 
involved  and  support  is  much 

appreciated.  So  come  on  and  get  "Ridin' 

Hi  With  4-H". 
For  further  information  4-H,  contact  your 
Regional  4-H  Specialists  or  local 
District  Home  Economists. 

tov.  23  -  AUSSIE  IN  4-H  ALBERTA 
An  Australian  Junior  Farmer  merrber 
visits  tourist  attractions  with  her 
Alberta  host. 
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CANADIAN  ASSOCIATION  or  EXHIBITIONS 
ASSOCIATION  BES  EIPOSITIONS  BU  CANADA 

1986  CONVENTION 

Monday,  March  3  -  Thiirsday,  March  6,  1986 
Calgary,  Alberta 

Hosted  by  the  Calgary  Stanpede  Board. 

A  Trade  Show  has  been  incoj.porated  as  a 

part  of  this  year's  convention. 
Exhibits  of  products  and  services 
available  to  fairs  and  exhibitors  will 

be  on  display.  ^ 

Sounds  like  another  good  reason  to 
consider  attending  this  national 
convention  for  fairs. 

^atch  Fairscope  and  this  newsletter  for 
further  details. 

1986 World 

Plowing  Match Olds  College 

Olds,  Alberta,  Canada  TOM  IPO 

(403)  556-7569 
33rd  WORLD  PLCWING  MATCH 

OLDS  COLLEGE 

Olds,  Alberta,  Canada 

Plans  are  well  underway  to  host  the  World 
Plowing  Contest  in  Canada  in  1986. 
Coumittees  are  hard  at  work  putting  together 

Canada  Agfest'  86  which  will  feature  the 
World  event  as  well  as  the  Canadian  Plowing 
Championships.  A  50  acre  agricultural  trade 
show  is  being  planned  adjacent  to  the  plowing 
sites.  Some  300  exhibitors  are  expected  to 
attend. 

Canada  Agfest'  86  will  run  from  May  29  to 
June  3,  1986  with  the  trade  show  open  every 
day  from  8:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  except  Sunday 
when  it  will  open  at  noon.  The  Canadian 
chanpionship  is  scheduled  for  May  30  and  31, 
the  World  event  on  June  2  and  3rd.  Twenty 
five  countries  are  expected  to  compete  in  the 
world  event. 

For  more  information,  contact  Bob  McFadyen, 
Olds  College,  Olds,  Alberta,  TOM  IPO  or  phone 
(403)  556-7569. 





FARMER 'S  LETTER  TO  SANTA 

Old  Santa  sat  in  his  easy  chaivy  reading  his  letters  from  here  and  there, 
Wh^n  all  of  a  sudden  "AHA"  said  he,  the  Alherta  Farmers  have  written  to  me, 

I  suppose  they  want  a  new  f angled  plow,  or  maybe  some  sort  of  a  special  cow. 
Oh  well,  he  sighed,  and  shook  his  head,  then  opened  the  letter  and  slowly  read: 

Dear  Santa: 

We  know  we're  asking  for  quite  a  lot,  but  there  are  so  many  things  we  haven't  got. 
So  we  thought  we  'd  ask  you  to  try  and  find  these  gifts  for  us  that  we  have  in  mind, 

A  few  less  hoppers  and  a  bit  less  rain,  when  harvest  time  rolls  around  again. 

We're  tired  of  hail  and  wind  storms  here,  so  you  needn't  bother  with  them  this  year. 

Give  us  higher  prices  for  eggs  and  cream,  and  lower  prices  for  gasoline. 
Give  us  plenty  of  markets  for  all  ouj*  grain,  and  a  good  cattle  market  once  again. 

This  is  our  list  and  at  the  top,  what  we  really  want  is  a  bumper  crop. 
And  oust  one  more  thing  ere  your  patience  cracks,  give  us  strength  to  master  the 
income  tax. 

Santa  laughed  and  put  the  letter  away,  then  stepped  outside  to  look  at  the  sleigh. 
And  right  ontop  by  the  dolls,  pretty  charmers,  he  placed  a  box  of  GOOD  LUCK  for 
Alberta  Farmers! 





Agricultural  Societies 
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On  The  Road 

Information  Meetings 

Brooks  Walsh 
Enoch 

Resource  Meetings 

Riirbey  Agricultural  Society 
Magrath  Agricultural  Society 
Bonanza  &  District  Agricultural  Society 
Clairmont   &   Dist.   Agricultural  Society 

Special  Events 

Pibroch  &  District  Agricultural  Society 
Charter  Night 

Battle  River  Agricultural  Soc.  (Manning) 
Official  Hall  Opening 

Madden  -  Fall  Fair 

Alberta  4-H  Leadership  Conference 
Red  Deer 

Irricana  -  New  Facility  Opening 

"The  Buck  Starts  Here"  Fundraislng 
Conference  -  Red  Deer 

Regional  Agricultural  Service  Board 
Conference  -  Grande  Prairie 

Western  Canada  Fairs  Association 
Annual        Conference        -  Saskatoon 

/dibcrra 
AGRICULTURE 

IT'S  THAT  TIME  AGAIN! Year-End 
Forms 

DECEMBER  1985 

Just  a  reminder  to  all  agricultural 
society  Secretaries  and  Treasurers 
that  the  Agricultural  Societies  Act 
requires  the  submission  of  the 
following  year- end  forms  by  January 
15,  1986. 

1)  List   of  Officers   and  Board  of 
Directors  for  1986. 

We  need  this  list  to  contact  your 
agricultural  society.  It  helps  us 
send  information  to  the  appropriate 
people.  Please  remerrber  to  include 
business  phone  numbers  for  sec- 

retaries and  treasurers  as  we  often 
need  to  contact  them  during  the  day. 

2)  Report    of    Board    of  Directors 

This  tells  us  about  your 

agricultural  society's  successes  and 
problems  so  we  can  plan  programs  to 
address  your  concerns.  It  also 
provides  ideas  for  us  to  share  with 
other  agricultural  societies. 

3)  Financial  Statements 

These  provide  more  details  about 
your  various  activities  to  guide  us 
in  how  to  best  serve  you. 

a)  Cash  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
tures show  your  cash  inflow  and 

outflow  for  the  previous  year. 

b)  Balance  Sheet  -  A  stannary  of 
the  financial  position  of  your 
agricultural  society  including 
assets,  liabilities  and  equity  or  net 
worth. 

4)  Proof  of  Bond 

This  is  not  required  but  is 
highly  recoraniended  to  protect 
agricultural  societies  which  handle 
considerable  sums  of  money.  

Community  Services/Engineering  and  Rural  Services  Division,  7000-1 13  St.  Edmonton,  Alta.  T6H  576  Ph:  427-2171 





SEWTOG  FOR  PROFIT 

Throughout  the  winter  months,  no  doubt 
many  rural  women  will  be  busy  at  their 
sewing  machines  preparing  entries  for 

next  year's  fair.  It  has  probably  never 
occurred  to  them  that  their  sewing  talents 
can  be  turned  into  a  profitable  business. 

In  times  of  economic  uncertainty  and 
increasing  living  costs,  farm  families 
are  looking  for  ways  to  supplement  their 
income.  Many  women  are  finding  they  have 
marketable  custom  sewing  skills  that  can  be 
used  to  meet  this  need. 

Business  ventures  vary.  They  range  from 
dressmaking  and  small  craft  or  accessories 
manufacturing,  to  teaching  and  fabric 
retailing.  The  key  to  any  successful 
business  is  to  identify  a  service  or 
product  needed  in  the  comnunity  that  you 
can  provide  -  at  a  profit! 

Start  by  talking  to  people  already  in  a 
small  business.  Check  out  the  legalities 
of  a  home  business,  including  licensing  and 
zoning  requirements.  Contact  Alberta 
Tourism  and  Small  Business  for  infonnation 
and  assistance. 

Discuss  the  business  with  your  family. 
Taeir  support  is  essential  in  running  a 
successful  home  business. 

Analyze  your  market  potential.  Who  are 
your  potential  customers  and  how  do  you 
reach    them?       Who    is    your  competition? 

You  may  begin  small,  by  just  earning 

"pocket  money",  to  give  you  an  opportunity 
to  determine  if  business  is  for  you.  Keep 
track  of  all  sales,  operating  expenses, 
materials  and  supplies,  labour  and  time 
involved.  Accurate  and  conplete  records 
are  a  must  to  any  size  of  business. 

A  major  challenge  is  efficient  time  manage- 
ment. Keep  the  following  points  in  mind: 

establish  a  part  of  your  home  that  is  used 
exclusively  for  your  work;  organize  your 
workspace  to  be  efficient  and  comfortable; 
keep  equipment  in  good  working  order; 
establish  set  working  hours  that  fit  your 
needs  and  those  of  your  clients;  rank  jobs 
in  order  of  urgency  or  date  promised;  and 
practise  speed  sewing  techniques.  In  short, 
sewing  as  a  business  is  quite  different 
from  sewing  as  a  hobby. 

Perhaps  the  most  difficult  problem  for 
custom  sewers  is  how  to  price  for  profit. 

Don't  underestimate  your  value.  Consider 
earning  at  least  minimum  wage.  Keep  track 
of  the  time  it  takes  to  cocnplete  each  task 
and  price  accordingly. 

Advertising  lets  customers  know  you  are 
in  business.  Choose  customers  ̂ o  will 

"talk-up"  your  business.  Other  forms  of 
advertising  include  fair  displays,  newspaper 
ads,  posters,  yellow  pages,  premise  signs 
and  give-aways. 

Professionalism  is  another  marketing 

strategy.  Always  present  a  neat,  well- 
groomed,  efficient  image.  Your  home  and  you 
should  be  an  exanple  of  your  work. 

Remember,  keeping  customers  satisfied  is 
inportant  in  any  business.  If  you  give 
them  value  for  their  money  and  efficient 

service,  your  "Sewing  For  Profit"  is  sure  to be  a  success! 

Article     submitted  by 
Bertha  Eggertson 
Provincial  Clothing  and 
Textiles  Specialist 

For   further   information   see   the  publica- 
tion: Sewing  For  Profit  #1300-20, 

available   from  your  District  Home  Econo- 
mist or  Alberta  Agriculture 

Print  Media  Branch 

Main  Floor,    J.G.    O'Donoghue  Bldg. 
7000  -  113  Street 
EDMDNTCN,    Alberta  T6H  5T6 



Bright  \/  Ideas 

-  Heritage  Agricultural  Society  donates 
to  the  Edmonton  Symphony  Society. 

We  note  with  pleasure  that  the  Heritage 
Agricultural  Society  (Stony  Plain)  is  an 
honorary  patron  of  the  Ednionton  Symphony. 
Has  your  agricultural  society  given  any 
thouglit  to  supporting  wortiiy  cultural 
groups  in  yotir  community? 

FILM  IDEA! 

~  Feeling  Yes,  Feeling  No  is  a  four-part 
film  series  on  sexual  assault  prevention 
for  young  children.  It  is  aimed  at 
children  6  to  12  years  and  includes  a  users 
guide.        For   more    information  contact: 

National  Film  Board 
10031  -  103  Avenue 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
Phone:  420-3012 

or 

National  Film  Board 

Main  Floor,    222   -   1st  Street,  S.E. 
CALGARY,  Alberta 
Phone:  231-5338 

This  film  can  be  a  part  of  your  agricult- 
ural society  rural  education  service  -  it 

happens  in  the  country  also  and  there  is  no 
centre  for  support  in  many  places .  Be  sure 
to  get  the  users  guide  with  this  film. 

If  you  need  more  information  on  resources 
available  in  Calgary  or  Edmonton,  call  us 
at  427-2171  and  we  will  put  you  in  touch. 

CARE  AND  FEEDING  OF  NEW  BOARD  MEMBERS 

Your  new  board  members  need  encourage-ment  to 
become  active  and  conmitted  to  your  agri- 

cultural society.  How  about  a  social  event 
of  old  and  new  board  members.  Reminiscences 

about  last  year's  activities  can  be  combined 
with  dreams  about  this  year's  plans.  Provide 
copies  of  your  objectives,  by-laws,  meeting 
minutes  and  financial  statements  so  new 

board  menbers  start  off  "in  the  know".  Take 
time  to  discuss  and  outline  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  each  board  menber. 

-  Our  light  is  getting  dim  -  please  send 
us  your  bright  ideas . 

An  unfair  method  sometimes  used  to  gain 
control  of  an  organization  is:  to  attend 
all  the  meetings. 

Ashleigh  Brilliant 



4-H  CLUBTIME 
PRDGRAME  SCHEDULE 

Decerrber  7  -  COLD  COUNTRY  ROAD 
A  truck  and  deer  collide,  killing 

the  deer  and  leaving  t^A^o  senior  4-H  menbers 
stranded  with  inadequate  clothing  and 
emergency  equipment  on  a  cold  country  road. 

December  14  -  4-H  IS  .  .  . 

4-H  is  many  things  to  the  members, 
leaders  and  cornnunities  of  Alberta.  This 

program  looks  at  the  value  of  4-H  to  a 
Red  Deer  area  town  and  rural  comnunity. 

Decenber  21  -  IS  THERE  A  SANTA? 
TWo  boys  drift  through  Christmas 

dreams  to  the  North  Pole.  They  learn  the 

answer  to  the  questions,  "Is  there  a 
Santa?"  and  hear  the  history  behind  our festive  season. 

December  28  -  HCW  TO  ADDRESS  STRESS 
Even  happy  times  like  Christmas  and 

the  New  Year  create  some  stress.  Facing 
the  stress  can  turn  the  negative  into  a 
positive  effect. 

January  4  -  MY  COMMUNITY  AND  MY  COUNTRY 
As  they  learn  lifelong  skills  and 

good  citizenship  through  their  clubs, 
4-H  members  serve  their  cornnunities  and 
their  country. 

January  11  -  4-H  FIRE  CARDS 
A  simple  idea  fires  the  imagination 

and  enthusiasm  of  a  southern  Alberta  4-H 
club.  The  fire  card  system  they  develop 
may  save  lives  and  valuable  rural  prop- 
erty. 

January  18  -  STOCK  DOG 
Border  Collie  trainer,  Jack  Knox  shows 

how  a  well  trained  stock  dog  can  manage 
sheep,  cattle,  swine  and  other  domestic 
farm  stock. 

January  25  -  HOT  BRANDS  AND  OLD  TALES 
An  Alberta  brand  iaspector  and  Lloyd- 

minster  area  pioneer  rancher  talks  about 

cattle  brands  to  young  4-H'ers  during  a 
Spring  branding  roundup. 

4-H  LEADERS'  CONFERENCE 

"Hats  Off  to  4-H"  was  the  theme  of  the  44th 
Annual  Alberta  4-H  Leaders'  Conference, 
November  22-24  in  Red  Deer,  hosted  this  year 
by  the  East  Central  Region. 

This  year's  conference  theme  saluted  the 
4-H  Program  and  honored  the  dedicated  and 
hardworldng  volunteer  leaders  who  make  4-H  in 
Alberta  successful. 

Three  outstanding  4-H  leaders  were  inducted 
into  the  4-H  Hall  of  Fame  at  this  year's 
conference.  They  are  Dorothy  Schnell  of 
Castor,  Bill  Palmer  of  Medicine  Hat,  and  Reg 
Gray  of  SherwDod  Park.  These  individuals 
have  contributed  a  great  deal  of  time  and 
effort  to  4-H  over  the  past  15  years  or 
more.  Each  one  of  them  exemplifies  the 4-H  ideal. 

The  ever  active  East  Central  Council  worked 

hard  along  with  the  4-H  Branch  in  organizing 
this  year's  conference.  Approximately  300 
leaders  from  across  Alberta,  joined  by  guests 
from  Montana,  Saskatchewan,  Manitoba  and 
Newfoundland    attended    the    2%    day  event. 

The  conference  was  packed  with  opportunities 
tor  new  and  experienced  leaders  to  further 
develop  their  leadership  skills  and  knowledge 
of  4-H.  Leaders  "recharded  their  4-H 
batteries"  throiagh  workshops  and  discussion 
groups  where  they  exchanged  ideas  on  how  to 
make   their  own  4-H  clubs  more  successful. 

Since  4-H  leaders  work  hard  all  year,  the 
conference  is  a  time  for  them  to  enjoy  the 

company  of  other  4-H  leaders.  A  zany  hat 
competition  started  the  conference  off  in  a 
spirit  of  fun.  New  friends  were  made  and  old 
acquaintances  renewed  at  the  annual  banquet 
and  dance. 

Article  by  Lynn  Eraser  for 
the  Decenber  issue  of  the 
"4-H  Newsletter". 

Editor's  Note:  Staff  of  the  Community 
Services  Branch  enjoyed  the  opportunity 

of  taking  part  in  the  "Sharing  Fair". 
We    gave     some     and    gained    some  ideas. 



YOU'VE  BEEN  ASKING  US! 

Q:  What  is  our  agricultioral  society's registration  number  to  use  on  liquor 
permits  or  lottery  licences? 

A:  Agricultural  societies  do  not  have  a 
registration  number.  This  is  because 
they  are  governed  under  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Agricultural  Societies 
Act.  When  filling  out  forms  that  ask  for 
your  registration  nurrber,  simply  specify 
that  yovi  are  an  agricultural  society  and 
give  the  Community  Services  Branch  phone 
number  (427-2171)  so  they  can  call  us  to 
check  your  status. 

Q:  Can  we  phone  the  Coimiunity  Services 
Branch  collect  if  we  want  to  talk  about 
agricultural  society  business? 

A:  No.  Government  offices  are  unable 
to  accept  collect  calls  BUT  you  can  call 
us  free  of  charge  by  using  the  Government 
R.I.T.E.  (Regional  Information  Telephone 
Enquiries)  system. 

If  you  live  in  any  of  the  following 
commonities,  you  may  use  the  designated 
number  to  reach  the  (^emment  R.I.T.E. 
Line  operator.  Give  her  the  phone  number 
you  want  to  reach  or  the  name  of  the 
Department,  branch  and  person  if  you  do  not 
have  a  phone  number.  The  operator  can 
connect  you  with  government  offices  any- 

where in  Alberta. 

R.I.T.E.  CENTRE  LOCAL  NUMBER 
IjOCATION 

Barrhead 

674- 

-3:^51 

Blairmore 

562- 

-2856 

Brooks 

362- 

-5551 

Calgary 

261- 

-6161 

Camrose 

672- 

-4411 

Cards ton 

653- 

-4461 

Claresholm 

625- 

-3301 

Drurnheller 

823- 

-5740 

Edson 

723- 

-3341 

Edmonton 

427- 

-2711 

Fort  McMurray 

743- 

-7171 

Fort  McCleod 

553- 

-3346 

Grande  Prairie 

539- 

-2121 

Hanna 

854- 

-4451 

High  Prairie 

523- 

-4561 

High  River 

652- 

-3232 

Hinton 

865- 

-3361 

Lac  La  Biche 

623- 

-4474 

Lethbridge 

329- 

-5151 

Lloydminster 

785- 

-5506 

Medicine  Hat 

529- 

-3511 

Olds 

556- 

-8421 

Peace  River 

624- 

-6181 

Pincher  Creek 

627- 

-3366 

Red  Deer 

343- 

-5111 

Rocky  Mountain  House 

845- 

-3394 

Slave  Lake 

849- 

-2281 

Stettler 

742- 

-4481 

St.  Paul 

645- 

-4475 

Taber 

223- 

-4471 

Three  Hills 

443- 

-5503 

Vegreville 

632- 

-3361 

Vermilion 

853- 

-2811 

Wetaskiwin 

352- 

-3306 

If  you  live  in  rural  Alberta  and  you  are 
not  in  one  of  the  above  R.I.T.E.  Centre 

locations,  dial  "0"  and  ask  the  operator 
for  Zenith  22333  -  to  reach  your  R.I.T.E. 

Operator . 

The  R.I.T.E.  system  is  a  service  provided  by 
the  Government  of  Alberta  to  open  cormuni- 
cations  to  communities  and  the  citizens  of 
Alberta. 

The  operator  may  occasionally  ask  you  to 
identify  yourself  as  a  citizen  phoning  a 
government  department  or  employee.  This 
is  because  the  system  is  not  open  for  busi- 

ness calls  by  government  employees. 

It  is  that  tioie  of  year  again,  for  renewing 
your  AAAS  menbership.  The  1986  membership 
forms  should  have  been  received  by  now  and  I 
would  appreciate  if  you  could  get  these  back 
to  the  office,  along  with  your  fidelity  bond 
premium,  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  couple  of  dates  for  your  1986  calendar;  the 
AAAS  annual  meeting  will  be  held  in  Red  Deer 
again,  at  the  Capri  Centre,  on  the  27th  and 
28th  of  February  and  1st  of  March.  The 
(Canadian  Assoc-iation  of  Exhibitions  annual 
meeting  will  follow  in  Calgary  from  March  3rd to  6th. 

Every  good  wish  to  you  all  for  a  very  HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS     and     a     propserous     NEW  YEAR. 



oT  arwthmr  kW  tnlZZ  wet  agairi  from  ti»t  to  ttM«.  B«at  of  luck  and  n^ettt  in 
your  cn^MVcrt  U>  u^r<nn  lift  in  Albtrta'i  ofrieultuT'ol  iil— im^i ti«»  arvi  vur- 

1985  -  Anazing  what  a  little  pasturing 
will  doll  I've  roamed  the  field  and  low 
and  behold  someone  left  the  gate  open  to 

green  pastures  and  I've  come  racing  home 
happy  to  join  the  team  at  CoDEunity  Serv- 

ices pulling  for  you  across  Alberta. 

Rae 

It's  time  for  me  to  fly  away  as  Helen 
is  returning  from  her  maternity  leave. 

I'm  off  to  work  with  the  Family  Service Association  of  Edmonton  for  a  while. 

I've  really  enjoyed  working  with  agricult- 
ural societies  and  I'm  sure  I  will  miss  it. 

You  are  all  doing  some  exciting  and  i^^rth- 
while  things  for  rural  Alberta  and  I  would 
like  to  wish  you  continuing  success. 

Jackie 

When  all  other  means  of  cooiiunication 
fail  . .    try  words . 

Ashleigh  Brilliant 





You  Are  InWted  fo  a 

SMORGASBORD 

of  Food  For  Thought 

/dlbcjTia 

AnnuQl  Aytculiurd  Sulefiet  Reqlonul  Workthopt  1986 
AGRKXIITURE 

Community  Services  If  anch 

MBNU 

9:00       Getting  Started  -  Registration  and  Coffee 

9:30        Get  Acquainted  -  Introductions 

10:00        ^SION  #1 
Choice  A  -  Programming  With  Pizzazz   Leam  hew  to  enrich  your  coranmity 

programs.    Explore  new  opportunities  to  meet  the  objectives  of 
your  agricultural  society. 

Choice  B  -  Brief  Encounters  Of  The  Iteeting  Kind   The  film  "Brief  Encounters" 
leads  into  a  discussion  about  group  decision  making.    It  helps 
participants  identify  and  develop  their  own  leadership  skills 
in  meetings. 

11:00        SESSION  #2 
Choice  A  -  Unravelliiig  The  Red  Tape   Do  acts ,  regulations  and  policies  tie 

you  up?    Learn  how  to  make  the  "system"  work  for  you. 

Choice  B  -  nJNdbraisixig   Let's  put  the  fuii  bade  into  fundraising.  Discuss 
the  key  elements  involved  in  planning  a  successful  fundraising 
project.    Explore  alternative  methods  to  meet  the  fundraising 
needs  of  your  agricultural  society. 

12:00        Lunch  -  Brag  Bag  -  Things  You  Always  Wanted  to  Say  About  Your  Agricultural 
Society  but  Nobody  Asked. 

1:00        SESSION  /3 

Choice  A  -  Volunteers  Beware   What  do  you  need  to  ask  before  you  say  "yes"? 
Discover  ways  to  make  volunteering  a  rewarding  e^cperience. 

Choice  B  -  Cooperation  Not  Cooipetition  Among  Copnunity  Groups   Hew  to  share 
resources  and  cooperate  with  other  comntmity  groups  yet  still 
maintain  your  group's  identity. 

2:00        SESSION  #4 
Choice  A  -  Say  What  You  Mean  and  Mean  What  You  Say   A  look  at  skills  that 

can  be  used  to  develop  and  maintain  effective  camunication  be- 
tween agricultural  society  members. 

Choice  B  -  You've  Got  The  Last  Word   An  opportunity  to  share  your  insists 
and  experiences  about  agricultural  societies. 

3:00        Now  We've  Got  It  All  Together  -  What  Do  We  Do  With  It?  -  Sunmary 

A:  00  Adjourn 



WORKSHOP  OBJECTIVES 

1)  To  provide  an  opportunity  for  msnbers  of  nei^ibourir^  agricultural 
societies  to  meet  and  support  one  another. 

2)  To  provide  an  opportunity  for  participants  to  develop  skills,  exchange 
resources  and  share  ideas. 

3)  To  provide  t^-to-date  infomation  on  programs,  services  and  resources 
available  to  agricultural  societies  through  face  to  face  toBetings  with 
staff  of  the  Connunity  Services  Branch  of  Alberta  Agriculture. 

4)  To  give  the  hostijig  agricultural  society  a  means  to  increase  its 
profile  in  the  local  conmumity  and  encourage  new  ms&obers  to  join. 

OATE^  &  LOCATIONS 

Jan.uary  8 
January  3 

January  1^ 
January  15 
January  lb 
January  21 
January  22 
January  23 
January  28 
January  29 
January  30 
February  k 
February  5 
February  6 
February  11 
February  12 
February  13 
February  18 
February  19 
February  20 

WILLOW  PRAIRIE 
WILLiNGDON 
CRAIGEND 
THORSBY 
SANGUDO 

STAVELY 
KINSELLA 
SULLIVAN  LAKE  WEST 
BASHAW 
BASSANO 
IRVINE 

COUTTS 

PINCHER  CREEK 

MORRIN 
MANNING 

MORRINVILLE  DISTRICT  OFFICE 
BOWDEN 
CARSTAIRS 

VALLEYVIEW  (EVENING  4:30  -  10:30  p.m.) 
SPIRIT  RIVER 

Please  feel  free  to  attend  the  workshop  which  is  most 
convenient  for  you.     If  you  require  further  information 
call  Alberta  Agriculture,  Community  Services  Branch, 
^♦27-2171. 
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P.F.R.A.    SOIL  CONSERVATION  DISPLAY  AVAILABLE 

This  display,  sponsored  by  the  Prairie 
Farm  Rehabilitation  administration,  is 
available  for  fairs.  P.F.R.A.  is  setting 
up  a  four-year  itinerary  for  the  prairie 
provinces,  beginning  with  the  summer  of 
1986. 

This  display  consists  of  three  major 
rear-lit  display  modules  emphasizing  the 
story  of  soil,  soil  problems  and 
conserving  soil.  It  will  appeal  to  the 
general  public  and  to  farmers  in 
particular.  There  is  also  a  soil 
resource  center  that  includes  audio- 

visual equipment  and  a  miniature  model 
comparing    different    farming  practices. 

TH£ 

New  improved  versions  of  the  standard 
summer  fair  are  popping  up  all  over 
Alberta.  That  is  why  staff  of  the 
Community  Services  Branch  were  out 
snapping  pictures  at  fairs  last  summer 
and  fal 1 . 

If  you  wish  to  book  this  display, 
contact  them  by  March  1,  1986.  They  will 
require  details  about  your  fair  such  as 
the  dates,  hours  the  display  should  be 
open,    estimated    fair    attendance,  etc. 

The  address  is: 

Soil     Conservation  Awareness, 
2nd  Floor,  Motherwell  Building 
1901  Victoria  Avenue 
REGINA,  Saskatchewan 
S4P  0R5 

Attn:    Gary  Carlson 
Phone:  780-6271 

P.F.R.A. 

33rd  WORLD  PLOWING  MATCH 
at  Olds 

Canada  Agfest  86,  featuring  a  trade 
fair,  the  World  Plowing  Match  and  the 
Canadian  Plowing  Championships;  will 
take  place  at  Olds,  Alberta  from  May  29 
to  June  3. 

We  have  put  together  a  slide/tape 
presentation  about  planning  fairs  as 
well  as  a  collection  of  ideas  to  put 
some  pizzaz  into  your  bench  show 
displays. 

We  are  prepared  to  share  our  insights 
with  your  agricultural  society  fair 
committee  at  a  Fair  Planning  Workshop. 
Just  give  us  a  call  at  427-2171  and  ask 
for  Rae  Hunter,  Helen  Leigh-Christensen 
or  Andy  McPhee  and  we  will  set  up  a  date. 

/dibcrra 
AGRICULTURE 

The  Canadian  Championship  is  scheduled 
for  May  30  and  31  and  the  world  event 
for  June  2nd  and  3rd.  Twenty-five 
countries  are  expected  to  compete  in  the 
world  event. 

A  50  acre  agricultural  trade  show  is 
being  planned  adjacent  to  the  plowing 
sites.  Some  300  exhibitors  are  expected 
to  attend.  The  trade  show  will  be  open 
every  day  from  8:00am  to  5:00pm  except 
Sunday  when  it  will  open  at  noon. 

For  more  information,  contact  Bob 
McFadyen,  Olds  College,  Olds,  Alberta, 
TOM  IPO  or  phone  556-7569. 
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Pincher  Creek  held  a  fashion  show  based 

on  fair  entries  of  locally  handi-crafted 
clothes,  modelled  by  the  exhibitors. 

Some  communities  have  held  "Clean  Field 
Contests"  to  promote  weed  control. 

Battle    River    Agricultural  Society  at, 
Manning        is        sponsoring  a  Child 
Identification  Project  with  their  local 
RCMP  detachment. 

-the  RCMP  supply  a  video  machine 
and  equipment 

-the  agricultural  society  provides 
the  film,  supplies  for  identification 
and  8  or  9  volunteers  to  assist  in  the 
school s. 

-the  team  is  visiting  the  schools 
in  Manning  to  identify  all  school  age 
chi Idren. 

-the  agricultural  society  is  opening 
its  hall  for  several  mornings  to  identify 
pre-schoolers. 

-Child  Identification  could  be  a 
worthwhile  project  for  your  agricultural 
society  to  sponsor  and  organize.  Just 
contact  your  local  RCMP  detachment  for 
more  information. 

A   great   opportunity   for  work  experience 
for  youth 

A  Hereford  Association  in  Ontario  needed 

a  secretary.  They  approached  the  4-H 
Beef  Club  for  a  trainee-volunteer  and 
were  successful.  The  volunteer  spent 
the  first  few  months  under  supervision 
learning  letter  formats,  general  filing, 
forms,  etc.  and  as  she  gained  skills  and 
confidence,  she  was  able  to  be  responsible 
for  the  position. 

This  worked  so  well  they  will  work  together 
for  another  year.  An  agricultural  society 
could  recruit  a  volunteer  apprentise  to 
work  with  the  present  secretary  for  a  year. 

They  could  assist  each  other.  Don't  forget 
to  develop  a  job  description. 

CALGARY  HOSTS  C.A.E.  CONVENTION 

The  Calgary  Exhibition  and  Stampede  will 
host  the  Canadian  Association  of  Exhibitions 
Annual  Convention  at  the  Calgary  Convention 
Centre,  March  3  to  6,  1986. 

This  is  an  opportunity  for  Alberta  fair 
organizers  to  share  ideas  with  others 
involved  in  the  fair  industry  from  across 
Canada, 

Some  of  the  many  topics  covered  are:  Part 
Time/Volunteer  Secretary  Managers,  Food 
operations  and  Health,  fairs  importance  to 
the  small  community  and  organizing  parades. 

For  details  on  the  conference,  contact  Peggy 
Musson,  Calgary  Exhibition  and  Stampede,  Box 
1060,  Calgary,  Alberta,  T2P  2K&,  Phone 
261-0166. 

mht  A  mn  Or  iHl 

AGRICULTURE  WEEK  -  March  10-15 
This  is  a  good  time  to  cooperate  with  other 
comrriunity    groups    to    promote  agriculture. 

VOLUNTEER  WEEK  -  April  13  -  19  Your 
agricultural  society  could  organize  a 
community  volunteer  appreciation  event 
and  provide  the  public  with  information 
about  where  volunteer  help  is  needed. 

MARCH  1  ,  1986  The  deadline  for  submitting 
aTT  1985  fair  and  operating  grants.  Please 
return  fair  date  forms  so  your  activities 
can  be  included  in  our  fair  date  directory. 

YEAR-END  REPORTS  These  reports  were  due  on 
January      IT!  Your      society^s  grant 
application  cannot  be  processed  until  they 
are  received. 



TRANSPORTATION  OF  DANGEROUS  GOODS 

The  transportation  of  dangerous  goods 
has  been  regulated  in  Canada  for  a  number 
of  air,  rail  and  marine  modes.  On  July  1, 
1985  the  Transportation  of  Dangerous  Goods 
Act  came  into  force  for  inter-provincial 
movement  by  road.  On  February  1,  1986,  the 
Transportation  of  Dangerous  Goods  Control 
Act  (Alberta)  also  came  into  effect  for 
road  shipments  within  the  Province  of 
Alberta.  This  Act  has  adopted  the  Federal 
Transportation  of  Dangerous  Goods 
Regulations  to  ensure  that  consistent 
regulations   are    in   force   across  Canada. 

This  new  legislation  applies  to  Alberta 
farmers  and  they  should  be  aware  of  how 
it  affects  them. 

Farm  chemicals  and  selected  fertilizers 
are  included  in  the  long  list  of  dangerous 
goods  that  are  regulated  to  protect  the 
public  from  potential  hazards  posed  by 
transporting  such  goods. 

The  regulations  contain  several  exemptions, 
some  intended  specifically  for  farmers. 
Most  fertilizer  products  can  be  transported 
without  fear  of  violating  the  legislation, 
but  anhydrous  ammonia  and  blends  of 
ammonium  nitrate  are  regulated.  Farmers 
will  have  to  put  placards  (warning  signs) 
on  sprayers  to  comply  with  the  new 
regul ations. 

Farmers  hauling  less  that  500kg(1100  lb.) 
of  dangerous  products  less  than  50  km 
(31  miles)  will  not  be  affected  by  the 
new  regulations.  If  either  one  or  both 
of  these  limits  are  exceeded,  they  would 
be  required  to  carry  documentation  and/or 
put  placards  on  vehicles  to  identify  the 
goods  being  transported. 

Chemicals  and  related  fertilizers  will 
be  marked  with  warning  labels  so  farmers 

will  know  what  they're  buying. 

Farmers  may  also  be  required  to  train 
their  employees  before  they  can  transport 
dangerous  goods  legally. 

Under  the  Dangerous  Goods  Act,  severe 
penalties  have  been  set  for  contravening 
the  legislation.  Individuals  found  in 
violation  of  it  can  be  fined  as  much  as 
$1,000.  In  serious  cases,  fines  could  amount 
to  $100,000,  or  imprisonment  for  two  years. 

Fertilizer  and  chemical  dealers  should  be 
able  to  provide  farmers  with  information  on 
handling  and  transporting  of  dangerous  goods. 

Information  can  also  be  obtained  by  calling 
provincial  coordinators  of  dangerous  goods 
in  the  Department  of  Transportation  and/or 
Environment  or  the  Transport  Dangerous  Goods 
Directorate  in  Ottawa  (613-992-4624).  In 
Alberta,  farmers  can  call  a  toll-free, 
24-hour  information  line  (800-272-9600). 
Edmonton  area  callers  can  dial  422-9600 
di  rectly. 

Women  of  Unifarm  in  cooperation  with  the 
Farm  Safety  Program,  Alberta  Agriculture 
have  designed  a  2|  hour  workshop  dealing 
with  Traffic  Laws  for  farm  vehicles  and 

implements. 

For    further    information,    please  contact: 
Farm  Safety  Program 
Alberta  Agriculture 
7000  -113  Street 
EDMONTON,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 

Phone:  427-2186 

4-H  SHOW  NEARS  QUARTER  CENTURY 

The  television  series,  "4-H  Clubtime" 
celebrates  its  24th  birthday  Monday,  February 
17th. 

The  episode  which  will  be  broadcast 
throughout  Alberta  on  that  day,  as  part 
of  the  26-program  series,  is  very  different 
from  the  program  that  went  on  the  air  exactly 

24  years  earlier.  The  upcoming  program,  "4-H 
Voyageur"  will  be  broadcast  into  thousands  of 
Alberta  homes  by  satellite  and  cable. 



4-H  SHOW  -  Continued YOU'VE  BEEN  ASKING  US 

^^Twenty-four  years  earlier,  a  fifteen-minute 
black  and  white  studio  interview,  featuring 
CFRN-TV  staff  announcer  Bob  Carlyle, 
interviewing  then  4-H  supervisor,  Les  Usher 
described  the  philosophy  and  activities  of 
4-H  in  Alberta.  About  650  Clubtime 
episodes  have  been  produced  and  broadcast 
since  then. 

The  television  series  switched  from  black 
and  white  to  colour  and  was  expanded  from 
fifteen  minutes  to  30  minutes  during  the 
late  1960's.  It  was  about  that  time  the 
series  was  extended  to  include  Calgary  area 
viewers  over  CFCN-TV. 

"We  have  a  very  important  and  valuable 
opportunity  in  producing  Clubtime 

programs,"  says  series  executive  producer. 
Bob  Coe.  "With  the  number  of  programs 
we've  shot  throughout  Alberta,  we've  been 
able  to  record  many  aspects  of  agricultural 
Alberta  for  our  historical  archives." 
Thousands  of  feet  of  film  and  videotape 
which  were  used  to  produce  the  two  decades 
of  programs  have  been  collected  and  stored 
in  a  4-H  Clubtime  archival  vault.  Coe  has 
managed  to  safely  store  most  of  the  180 
episodes  he  has  produced  during  the  past 
seven  years. 

"I  expect  we'll  draw  heavily  from  our 
archival  Clubtime  footage  as  we  produce 

programs  for  this  coming  season",  Coe 
said.  "Few  television  series  have  lived 
to  celebrate  a  25th  anniversary.  This 

year,  we'll  want  to  look  to  the  past,  at 
the  growth  of  4-H  in  Alberta  during  this 

past  quarter-century." 

The  current  season  of  programs  will  end 
March  29th.  The  upcoming  season  is 
scheduled  to  begin  in  early  October.  The 
series  is  presently  seen  provincewide ,  10 

o'clock,  Saturday  morning  on  CBC  television 
and  5:30  Monday  evening  on  the  ACCESS 
Network. 

Q  As  an  agricultural  society,  we  are 
registered  under  the  Agricultural  Societies 
Act.  Do  we  need  to  be  registered  with 
Consumer    and    Corporate    Affairs    as  well? 

A  No,  you  do  not  need  to  be  registered 
with  Consumer  and  Corporate  Affairs  if  you 
are  Chartered  under  the  Agricultural 
Societies  Act.  As  an  agricultural  society 

you  have  all  benefits  of  other  non-profit 
groups.  You  may  apply  to  Revenue  Canada  for 
a  number  to  issue  tax  deductible  receipts 
or  apply  for  a  lottery  license. 

An  agricultural  society  does  not  receive 
an       Incorporation       Number       under  the 
Agricultural  Societies  Act.     A  copy  of  your 
Certificate    of    Incorporation     is  usually 
sufficient  evidence  of  your  status.  We  can 
also  supply  a  letter  stating  that  you  are 
registered  with  us,  if  required. 

Q  Why  does  our  agricultural  society  have 
to  send  in  year-end  reports  on  or  before 
January  15  each  year? 

A  The  Agricultural  Societies  Act  required 
all  agricultural  societies  to  send  in 
year-end  reports  on  or  before  January  15  each 
year.  Agricultural  Societies  who  do  not  send 
these  forms  are  considered  not  in  good 
standing  and  are  not  entitled  to  receive 
grants  under  the  Agricultural  Societies  Act. 

The  year-end  reports  give  us  the  names, 
addresses  and  phone  numbers  of  your  officers 
so  we  can  contact  you.  The  Statement  of 
Activities  gives  you  an  opportunity  to  share 
your  ideas  or  express  your  concerns  to  us. 
Your  financial  reports  let  us  know  how  you 
are  doing  financially. 



A  PACKAGE  OF  SEEDS 
Author  Unknown 

ANNUAL  MEETING 

A  reminder  that  the  seminar  and  annual 
meeting  is  coming  up  on  February  28th 
and  March  1st  at  the  Capri  Centre,  in 
Red  Deer. 

I  would  appreciate  receiving 
registrations  prior  to  the  meeting. 

ACCOUNT  BOOKS 

I  now  have  a  supply  of  these  books  and 
they  will  be  available  for  sale  at  the 
annual  meeting. 

FANTASY  ISLAND 

Many  will  be  shocked  to  find 
When  the  day  of  judgement  nears 

That    there's    a    special    place    in  Heaven Set  aside  for  volunteers 
Furnished  with  big  recliners 
Satin  couches  and  bootstools 

Where  there's  no  Committee  Chairman 
No  group  leaders  or  car  pools 
No  eager  team  that  needs  a  coach 
No  bazaar  and  no  bake  sale 
There  will  be  nothing  to  staple 
Not  one  thing  to  fold  or  mail, 
Telephone  lists  will  be  outlawed, 
But  a  finger-snap  will  bring 
Cool  drinks  and  gourmet  dinners. 
And  rare  treats  fit  for  a  king. 

You    ask,    who'll    serve    these  privileged few 

and  work  for  all  they're  worth? 
Why,    all    those   who   reaped   the  benefits, 
and  not  once  volunteered  on  earth. 

I  paid  a  dime  for  seeds,  and  the  clerk 
tossed  them  out  with  a  flip. 

"We  got  them  assorted  for  every 
man's  needs,  he  said  with  a  smile on  his  lip. 

"Pansies  and  poppies  and  asters  and 

peas. " 

Now  seeds  are  just  dimes  to  the  man 
in  the  store. 
And  dimes  are  the  things  that  he 
needs. 

And  I  have  been  to  buy  them  in 
seasons  before 
But  have  thought  of  them  merely  as 
seeds. 

But  it  flashed  through  my  mind  as  I 
took  this  seed, 

"You've  purchased  a  miracle  this 
time  for  a  dime. 

You've  a  dime's  worth  of  power  no 
man  can  create. 

You've  a  dime's  worth  of  life  in  your hand. 

You've  a  dime's  worth  of  mystery, 
destiny,  fate. 
Which  the  wisest  cannot  understand. 
In  this  bright  little  package,  now 
isn't  it  odd? 

You've  a  dimes  worth  of  something 

known  only  to  God! " 
COMMUNITY  CONTACTS 

Board  Resource  Meetings 
Tees 
Delburne 
Harmon  Valley 
Linaria 
Warner 

Regional  Workshops 
Pincher  Creek 
Kinsel la 
Sullivan  Lake  West 
Bashaw 
Bassano 
Irvine 
Coutts 
Willow  Prairie 
Wi 1 1 ingdon 

Special  Events 
Fawcett  Arena  Opening 
Strome  Hall  Opening 
Peace  River  Agricultural  Service 

Board  Chairman's  Workshop 

Plato, Sask 
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RURAL  ORGANIZATION  TIPS 

★★★★  People  leave  organizations  for  any 
number  of  reasons.  Some  groups  have  a 
higher  turnover  among  their  members  than 
others,  sometimes  embarrassingly  so,  and 

often  it's  the  better  people  who  leave. 
Do  you  blame  yourself,  your  fellow 

members"  Maybe  all  you  can  do  is  let 
them  go  and  wish  them  good  luck?  Before 
you  let  yourself  off  the  hook,  consider 
these  questions: 

*  Did  I  let  these  people  know  how 
important  they  were  to  the  organization? 
Or  did  we  more  or  less  take  them  for 

granted? 

*  Were  they  given  a  chance  to  be 
proud  of  themselves? 

*  Were  these  people  given  the 
credit  and  recognition  they  deserved 
from  fellow  members,  or  were  they  left 
in  the  shadows? 

*  Was  their  work  interesting  and 
varied?  Were  they  shown  possibilities 
for  new  opportunities? 

If  you  recognize  some  of  these  problems, 

it's  not  too  late!  A  change  in  attitude 
or  actions  may  save  your  organization 
from  losing  good  people. 

ydlbcrra 
AGRICULTURE 

CANADIAN  ASSOCIATION  of  EXHIBITIONS 
ASSOCIATIOI  lES  EIPOSITIIIS  III  CAIAIA 

Three  Alberta  fairs  received  awards 

recently  at  the  Canadian  Association  of 
Exhibitions  (C.A.E.)  convention  in 
Calgary. 

Awards  are  given  annually  to  fairs  from 
across   Canada.      The   1985  winners  were: 

REGIONAL    FAIR    OF   THE    YEAR    -  Westerner 
Exposition  Association  (Red  Deer) 

FAIR  STAFF  OF  THE  YEAR  -  Edmonton  Northlandsl 

FAIR  MANAGER  OF  THE  YEAR  -  Dick  Jones, 
Manager,  Lloydminster  Agricultural 
Exhibitions  Association 

Congratulations    to    these    hard  working 
and  dedicated  fair  people. 

LOOK  INSIDE  FOR  .  .  . 

-  Competing  at  the  fair 

-  Looking  for  a  theme" -  The    search    for    the    4-H  Mascot 

i 
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CONSIDER    Objects  of  Agricultural 
Societies.  .  .  . 

to  encourage  improvement  in 
agriculture,  horticulture,  homemaking 
and  the  quality  of  life,  in  the 
agricultural  community. 

CONSIDER 

Approaching  your  school  to  have 
your  events  included  in  their 
calendar/newsletter  and  if  you  have  a 
newsletter,  offer  them  space  for  their 
events.  Perhaps  other  community  groups 

also  put  out  a  newsletter  -  consider  a 
collective  community  calendar. 

The  students  of  an  elementary  community 
school  in  St.  Paul,  Alberta  are  making 
an  attempt  to  improve  the  quality  of 
life  in  their  community  by  involving 
elderly  people  in  their  daily  living; 
sharing  reading  sessions,  lunches, 
school  activities  such  as  bread  making 
and  pioneer  days.  They  also  invite 
adoptive  grandparents  to  their  homes  and 
provide  mini  performances  at  the  seniors 
manor. 

CONSIDER 
An  agricultural  society  could 

support  a  similar  program  by  adding  an 
agriculture  education  facet  to  the 
activities.  Breadmaking  displays  could 
include  seed  and  grain  displays.  A 
pioneer  day  could  include  visits  to 
rural  seniors,  farmers  and  discussions 
on  changes  over  the  years. 

Many  schools  send  home  weekly  and 
or  monthly  newsletters  or  calendars  of 
events.  Often  these  are  also  sent  to 
other  community  members  and  groups. 
These  practices  have  resulted  in  a 
better  informed  community  with  better 
participation     in     events     being  held. 

Nicholas  Sheran  Community  School  in 
West  Lethbridge  has  published  and 
distributed  a  newsletter  to  3800  homes 
with  the  help  of  sponsored  advertizers 
and  75  volunteers.  This  8-page  news 
booklet  has  become  a  vital  community 
communications  link. 

Students  Plan  Hot  Lunch  (Coutts 
Community  School)  The  hot  lunch  program 
initiated  several  years  ago  is  a  joint 
effort  of  teacher,  students  and 
community  volunteers.  It  was  expanded 
last  year  to  two  days  a  week  and  was 
made  available  for  a  minimal  fee  to  town 
students  as  well  as  rural  students  and 
teaching  staff.  Much  effort  goes  into 
this  junior  high  student  union  project. 
The  menu  is  published  monthly  in  the 
school  newspaper,  and  participants  are 
required  to  sign  up  in  advance.  A 
volunteer  comes  into  the  school  and 
cooks  the  food.  Once  a  month,  a  free 
surprise  dessert  is  given  along  with  a 
meal  to  all  those  who  signed  up  to 
help.  Students,  by  means  of  a  work 
schedule,  decide  who  is  responsible  for 
serving,  collecting  money  and  cleaning 
up.  The  money  made  goes  toward  extra 
curricular  functions  and  the  Canada 
exchange  student  program. 

CONSIDER 
A       similar       program       in  your 

community.  Focus      on  agricultural 
society  hosts  once  a  week  or  month,  along 
with  the  odd  agricultural  displays. 
This  might  lead  to  more  awareness  of 
agricultural  society  objectives. 

Agricultural  Societies  Act  2(e)  "by 
developing  activities  to  encourage  and 
interest  boys  and  girls  in  the  work  of 
agricultural  societies". 



Looking  for  a  THEME? 

Travel  Alberta  is  working  hard  on  a  two 

year,  "In  Alberta"  campaign  designed  to 
encourage  Albertans  to  travel  in  the 
province.  They  plan  to  focus  on 
providing  information  about  interesting 
places  and  events  throughout  Alberta  of 
interest  to  the  year  round  traveller. 
The  theme  of  this  campaign  is: 

"TAKE  AN  ALBERTA  BREAK" 

For  permission  to  use  this  theme  contact: 
Travel  Alberta  Campaign  Program 
15th  Floor,  10025  Jasper  Avenue 
Edmonton,  Alberta     T5J  3Z3 

Attn:    Shiela  Norris 

or     Phone    the    R.I.T.E.    number    and  ask 
for  422-5865 

You  could  consider  this  an  opportunity 
to  take  a  good  look  at  what  your 
community  has  or  does  that  would 
interest  other  Albertans.  This  theme 
could  be  used  in  conjunction  with  your 
fair  or  special  event,  ie: 

TAKE  AN  ALBERTA  BREAK  in  WIELD,  ALBERTA 
and  attend  our  Agricultural  Society  Fair 
(arts  &  crafts,  horses,  entertainment,  etc.) 

AUGUST  _,  1986 
9:00  a.m.-  9:00  p.m. 

And  while  you  are  visiting  see: 

*  Tofield  &  District  Museum  and 
(any  special  collections) 

*  Folklore  .  .  . 

*  Enjoy  the  unique  bird  life  at 
Beaverhills  Lake 

*  Fish  at  ...  . 
*  Arrange  for  and  announce  open 

house  times  at  local  artists 

or  craftpeople' s  workshops  or 
bring  them  in  to  demonstrate 
at  your  fair. 

*  Feature  local   services,  camp  areas 
and  businesses. 

Contact  for  further  information  or 
assistance:    John  Doe    Ph:  123-4567 

Include  a  map  that  shows  your  community 
and  routes  to  other  nearby  interest 
points,  for  example,  show  Tofield  in  the 
middle  of  a  map  which  includes  Edmonton, 
Polar  Park,  Cooking  Lake,  campgrounds, 
gas  stations  to  the  West,  Elk  Island 

Park,  Ukranian  Village,  Vegreville's 
Famous  Egg  to  the  North,  Province  of 

Saskatchewan,  Ryley's  Fair  and  date. 
Battle  River  Valley  to  East  and  Camrose 
Miquellon  Lake  to  the  South,  Your  local 
business  people  association  or  Chamber 
of  Commerce  may  be  willing  to  cooperate 
with  you. 

We  hope  this  triggered  a  few  thoughts 

and  themes  that  inspire  you  to  "blow 

your  own  horn" . 
MORE: 

To  have  your  fair  or  any  other  community 
special  event  included  in  a  quarterly 
publication  of  special  events  entitled, 

"Alberta  Guide  to  Great  Breaks",  dial 
the  R.I.T.E.  Number  and  ask  for 

422-5865.  The  next  publication  will 
include  November  -  January  events. 

AND  STILL  MORE: 

Travel  Alberta  will  also  be  introducing 
a  "Tourism  Event  Promotional  Assistance 

Program"  through  TIAALTA,  (Tourism 
Industry  Association  of  Alberta)  to  be 
administered  by  the  14  Tourism  Zone 
offices.  These  offices  will  soon  be 
distributing  further  information  and 
application  forms.  This  assistance  will 
be  available  to  non-profit  tourism  event 
organizations  for  approved  promotional 
purposes.  (Publicity  materials , 
advertising ,  brochures,  flyers, broadcasting,  etc. ) 



FOOD  COMPETITIONS  AT  THE  FAIR 

Submitted  by:  Suzanne  Tenold 
Reg.  Food  &  Nutrition  Spec. 
Ai  rdrie 
Home  Economics  Branch 
Rural  Services 
Alberta  Agriculture 

The  Importance  of  the  Prize  List 

The  prize  list  has  evolved  as  the  key  to 
food  competitions  at  the  fair.  Here  the 
food,  classes,  age,  categories  and  other 
particulars  are  clearly  outlined. 

The  prize  list  should  reflect  the 
lifestyle  of  the  community  and  provide 
opportunities  for  all  segments  of  that 
community  to  take  part  in  the 
competition. 

Each  year,  those  responsible  for  setting 
up  the  prize  list  are  encouraged  to 
carefully  review  the  different  classes 
and  food  items  to  ensure  maximum 
community  participation.  If  certain 
courses  have  been  arranged  locally 
during  the  past  year,  the  people  who 
took  the  course  may  enjoy  entering  their 
products    as    a    comparison    with  others. 

Classes  suitable  for  youth,  seniors  and 
special  groups  as  well  as  the  level  of 
ability  are  important  for  full  community 
participation. 

Exhibitors     learn     quickly    how  valuable 
the    prize    list    is,    as    it    details  the 
specifics    of    the    foods    to    be  entered, 
(microwave  baking,  homemade  pastas, 
etc.). 

In  addition  to  descriptions  of  the 
various  classes,  many  prize  lists 
feature  a  quick  review  of  the  judging 
standards  for  certain  products.  An 
exceptionally  helpful  technique  is  to 
cite  a  particular  reference  related  to 
the  presentation  of  the  item  such  as: 
"All  canned  entries  must  be  properly 
sealed  (include  a  reference  to  any  book 
or  resources  available  from  your 
District  Home  Economist  or  at  the  public 
library,  which  would  be  useful  to  the 

exhibitor." 
The  number  of  exhibits  which  can  be 
entered  in  each  class  is  outlined  in  the 

prize  list,  as  well  as  the  number  or 
size  of  each  entry  in  each  class.  This 
is  an  effective  way  to  minimize 
excessive  waste  and  cost  to  the 
exhibitor. 

GUIDELINES  FOR  AN  EFFECTIVE  PRIZE  LIST 

Creativity,    eg:    spectacular  desserts 
Community  awareness 
Current  trends 
Clear  instructions 
Helpful    hints    re:    judging  standards, 

useful  books  and  pamphlets 
Sufficient  time  allowed  for 

delivery,    judging,    and  pick-up 
Clear     directions     for  presentation 

Swallow  your  pride  occasionally. 
Console  yourself  with  the  knowledge  that 
it     is     100     per     cent     calorie  free. 



COMPETING  AT  THE  FAIR 

Submitted  by:  Suzanne  Tenold 
Reg.  Food  &  Nutrition  Spec. 
Airdrie 
Home  Economics  Branch 
Rural  Services 

Alberta  Agriculture 

Everyone  enjoys  the  local  fair  and  this 
is  because  there  is  usually  a  little 
something  for  everyone. 

For  many,  there  are  always  the  new  ideas 
to  pick  up  from  looking  at  the  displays 
and  exhibits,  not  to  mention  the  fun  of 
learning  who  got  the  prizes  in  the 
different  competitions. 

This  marriage  of  fun  and  education  is 
part  of  the  backbone  of  a  fair,  and 
these  two  elements  are  a  major  component 
in  the  competitions  planned  during  this 
time. 

PHILOSOPHY  OF  COMPETITION 

Why  do  people  submit  exhibits  for 
judging  at  the  fair?  Is  first  prize  the 
only  objective?    Probably  not. 

When  we  stop  to  think  about  why  we 
choose  to  enter  our  products  at  the 
fair,  many  reasons  come  to  mind: 

*  education 

*  encouragement  of  high  standards 
*  recognition  *  new  ideas 
*  community  spirit  *  curiosity 
*  satisfaction  *  fun 

Can  you  think  of  other  reasons  why  we 
might  compete? 

Although  exhibitors  and  judges  alike 
must  share  a  mutual  respect  each  do  have 
certain  expectations  of  one  another. 

A  competitor  should  enter  the 
competition  with  an  open  mind  and 

realize  that  it  is  a  judge's  opinion  and 
the  quality  of  other  competing  entries 
which  decide  how  well  an  entry  is  rated. 

Similarly,  the  judge  must  have  realistic 
expectations  of  the  classes  being  judged 
and  at  the  same  time  maintain  a  high 
standard  of  quality  workmanship  and 
skill  put  into  the  product.  It  is 
understood  that  the  judge  is  qualified 
in  the  area  he/she   is  asked  to  evaluate. 

Rating  articles  is  not  always  as  simple 
as  it  seems.  Nevertheless,  it  is 
possible  to  apply  basic  product 
standards  as  well  as  the  choice  of 
suitable  techniques  and  methods  for  each 
item  when  making  a  fair  decision. 

While  exhibitors  are  at  liberty  to  lodge 
a  complaint  with  the  directors  or 
convenors  of  the  competition,  often  some 
clarification  can  be  given  by  the  judge 
in  his/her  written  comments  about  the 
product.  In  some  cases  particular  times 
may  be  set  aside  by  the  convenors  for 
exhibitors  or  fair  goers  to  talk  to  the 

judge. 
WHAT  DOES  THE  EXHIBITOR 

EXPECT  OF  THE  JUDGE?~ 
Appropriate  qualifications Consistency 

Realistic  helpful  comments 
Quality  standards 
Fairness 
Impartial ity 

WHAT  DOES  THE  JUDGE 
EXPECT  OF  THE  EXHIBITORS? 

Adherence    to    prize     list  specifications 
Knowledge  of  prize  list 
Neatness  in  presentation 
Product  description  if  appropriate Maturity 
Honesty 

Remember,  competition  is  a  way  to 
develop  pride  and  confidence  in  doing 
quality  work  and  in  demonstrationg 
skills  to  others. 

See  you  at  the  fair! 



IN  SEARCH  OF  EXHIBITORS 

to  support  a  growing  Canadian  Craft 

 _..^..,QUILTING   
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Canada  Packers  supports  Provincial  Qui  It  Competitions  in  Ontario  and  with 
Manitoba  Agriculture  in  Manitoba.    They  have  expressed  an  interest  in 
cooperating  with  Alberta  Agricultural  Societies  to  offer  Alberta  Quilters 
the  same  opportunity,  if  we  are  interested.    ARE  WE  ???? 

We  require  the  names  and  addresses  of  any  quilt  exhibitors  interested  in 
taking  part  in  an  Alberta  Provincial  Quilt  Competition,  two-three  years from  now. 

We  anticipate  three  levels  of  competition. 
1:    Local  level  -  at  agricultural  fairs 
2:    Regional/District  level 
3:    Provincial  level 

Please  relay  this  information  to  your  agricultural  society  members  and 
fair  committee.  Women's  Institute  members,  local  craft  and  quilt  groups 
and  individual  quilters  -  anyone  who  quilts!    This  competition  depends  on 
adequate  response  to  form  a  mailing  list  of  quilt  craftspeople. 

Quilts  for  this  competition  will  be  at  least  double  bed  size,  185cm  x  220cm 
(72.8"  X  86.6"). 

CONTACT  Rae  Hunter,  Program  Consultant 
Alberta  Agriculture 
201,  J.G.  O'Oonoghue  Building 7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T6H  5T6 

Phone:    427-2171  or. 

Mail  the  attached  form,  if  you  are  interested. 

Name  

Address 

Phone: 



QUILT  COMPETITIONS 

The  quilt  size  for  the  competition  in 
the  Eastern  Provinces  is  at  least  185cm 

X  220cm  (72.8'  x  86.6').  If  Alberta  has 
a  competition  this  will  be  the  minimum 
size  also. 

Pre-stamped  and  cut  quilts  will  not  be 

el igible.  
~ 

The  criteria  we  are  considering  for 
judging  quilts,  (wall  or  bed)  will  be 
similar  to  the  criteria  the  Eastern 
Provinces  use. 

If  you'd  like  a  detailed  guideline  and 
sample  scoresheet  for  using  the 
following  criteria,  please  contact  Rae 
Hunter  (427-2171)  or  your  District  Home 
Economist. 

CRITERIA  FOR  QUILT  JUDGING 
(Bed  Quilts  or  Wall  Quilts) 

DESIGN  AND  OVERALL  EFFECT 

~       T,      THe  overal  1    appearance  for  the design     of     the     quilt     top     should  be 
appeal ing. 

2.  The  design  should  be  related  to 
the  use  of  the  quilt. 

3.  The  pattern  and  border  should 
be  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the 
quilt. 

4.  The  presentation  should  be  neat 
and  clean,  with  no  thread  ends,  knots  or 
markers  visible. 

COLOUR 
r.  The  quilt  should  have  a  well 

planned  harmonious  colour  scheme. 
2.  The  colour  of  the  lining  could 

be  a  repeat  of  the  dominant  colour  in 
the  quilt  top  or  one  that  contracts. 

MATERIAL 
1.  Fabrics  and  threads  of  similar 

quality  should  be  used. 
2.  Good  quality  materials  that  are 

durable  and  able  to  stand  washing. 

WORKMANSHIP 
1.  Quilting  stitches  should  be 

uniform,  knots  obscured  and  no  obvious 

pattern  marks. 
2.  Pieces  should  be  accurately 

stitched  and  joined. 
3.  The   binding   should  be   neat  and 

even. 

4.  The  back  of  the  quilt  should  be 
smooth  and  free  of  wrinkles,  with  the 
quilting  design  showing  clearly. 

SCORING  POINTS 

ARTISTIC  MERIT  -  50  POINTS 
25   points    -   design   &  overall  effect 
15  points  -  use  of  colour 
10  points   -  suitability  of  materials 

WORKMANSHIP  -  50  POINTS 
25  points  -  piecing,  patchwork, 

applique,  borders  & 
lattices  and  finishing 

25  points  -  quilting 

Alberta  Provincial  Quilt  Competition 
interest  will  be  based  on  the  number  of 
names  received  by  Rae  Hunter,  Alberta 
Agriculture,  Community  Services  Branch, 
phone:  427-2171  or  Eve  Cockle,  Alberta 
Association  of  Agricultural  Societies, 
phone:  427-2174  by  September  30,  1986 

REMINDER 

Fair  season  is  coming  up  soon.  Most 
agricultural  societies  will  have  already 
distributed  the  prize  list  (fair  book). 
Please  remember  to  send  us  a  copy. 

The  Agricultural  Societies  Act  requires 
that  agricultural  societies  who  hold 
fairs  send  their  prize  list  (fair  book) 
at  least  six  weeks  prior  to  the  fair. 

The  information  in  your  fair  books  helps 
us  to  plan  our  fair  visits.  We  try  to 
get  out  to  different  fairs  every  summer 

as  we  can't  get  to  all  fairs  in  one 
season. 



ARE  YOU  THINKING  OF  A  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND? 

4-H  Foundation  Scholarship  Fund  Announced 

The  4-H  Foundation  and  4-H  Branch  of 
Alberta  Agriculture  announced  the 
establishment  of  a  province-wide 
scholarship  fund  recently.  Barry 
McDonald,  Scholarship  Committee 
Chairman,  presented  the  first  donation 
received  to  Ed  Ness,  Foundation 

chairman.  "This  first  donation  was  made 
in  memory  of  a  special  4-Her" ,  Mr. 
McDonald  explained.  "We  expect  that 
many  contributions  for  scholarships  will 
arrive  in  the  form  of  memorials  or  to 
mark  special  events  such  as  the  upcoming 

70th  anniversary  of  4-H  in  Alberta",  he 
noted.  "We  believe  that  a  scholarship 
fund  will  enable  and  encourage  4-Hers  to 
continue  their  learning  beyond  their  4-H 

years" . 

Agricultural  societies  may  want  to 
consider  this  as  a  service  project 
related  to  agricultural  society 
objectives,  Agricultural  Societies  Act, 
para  2(e)  and  (f) 

A  scholarship  of  500  dollars  will  be 
awarded  in  1986.  The  recipient  will  be 
selected  on  the  basis  of  achievement  in 

4-H,  community  involvement  and  academic 
performance.  Administration  will  be 
shared  by  the  Foundation  and  the  4-H 
Branch  of  Alberta  Agriculture. 
Donations  are  tax  deductible.  Any 
friend  of  4-H  may  contribute  to  the  new 
fund. 

The  4-H  Branch  administers  over  30 

scholarships  for  past  4-H  members.  If 
you  would  like  more  information  on  these 
scholarships  or  the  scholarship  fund, 
please  contact  your  District  Home 
Economist,  Regional  4-H  Specialist  or 
write  to: 

4-H  Scholarship  Program 
Alberta  Agriculture 
7000  -  113  Street 
EDMONTON,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 
Contact:  Elizabeth  Webster 

Phone:  4?7-2541 

A  4-H  Mascot  is  hiding  somewhere  in 
Alberta. 

The  mascot  is  know  to  be  hidden  in  the 
imagination  of  a  young  artist  between 
the  ages  of  ten  and  eighteen  years. 
Persons  in  that  age  range  are  asked  to 
submit  a  drawing  of  what  they  think  the 
4-H  Mascot  would  look  like. 

To  Enter  *  Draw  and  color  a  full  length 
character   on    plain    8i    x    11    inch  paper. 

*  Send  us  a  front  and  back 
view;  head  to  foot. 

*  On  a  bottom  corner  of  the 
drawing  print  the  following;  name, 
telephone  number,  age,  grade,  school, 
whether  or  not  you  are  a  4-H  member,  and 
name  of  your  club. 

*  Tell  us  why  you  think  your 
character  should  be  the  Official  Alberta 
4-H  Mascot.    Give  it  a  name. 

Contest  Deadline:   12:00  noon.  May  16,  1986 

Win:  *    Grand    Prize    -    FAME,  $144.44 
cash  (and  prizes) 

*  First  Place  -  In  each  of 
three  categories:  Grades  4  to  6,  7  to  9, 
and    10   to   12,    $88.88   cash    (and  prizes). 

Send  Entry  To:  4-H  Mascot  Contest 
Box  550 
EDMONTON,     Alberta    T5J  2K8 

Sponsored  By: 

Alberta  Grocers  Wholesale 
Associated  Grocers  Wholesale 

Alberta  Agriculture,  4-H  Branch 



Annee  Internationale 
de  la  jeunesse 

international  Youth  Year 
1985 

MAKE  CONTACT  II 

Young  and  Al ive: 

A  conference  Celebrating  Alberta  Youth 

May  19-21,  1986 
Edmonton  Convention  Centre 

"Make  Contact  11"  will  give  young  people 
and  adults  an  opportunity  to  MAKE 
CONTACT  with  topics  of  importance  to 
themselves,  others  and  the  future.  It 
will  offer  a  setting  TO  INTERACT,  TO 
SHARE,  TO  LEARN  and  TO  ENJOY  through  key 
addresses,  seminars,  workshops  and 
social  functions.  The  conference  will 
also  provide  adults  with  a  chance  to 
learn  more  about  concerns  youth  have 
today  and  for  the  future. 

Have  you  considered  getting  a  carload  of 
youth  and  parents  together  to  attend 
this  conference?  From  all  reports,  it 
will  be  a  terrific  experience  as  was 
Make  Contact  I. 

To  register  -  fill  in  a  registration 
form  from: 

Alberta  Youth  Year  Secretariat 

7th    Floor,    10405    -    Jasper  Avenue 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5J  3N4 

A.A.A.S. 

ANNUAL  MEETING 

The  annual  meeting  held  at  the  Capri 
Centre,  in  Red  Deer  at  the  beginning  of 
March,  brought  out  a  slightly  higher 
representation  of  our  members. 

Speakers  like  Reg  Kontz  from  the 
Department  of  Agricultre;  Bill  Casey 
from  Recreation  and  Parks;  Cj  Rhamey 
from  Manpower;  Elwood  Hart  from  C.A.E. 

and  Helmut  Entrup  the  Farmers'  Advocate, 
helped   to  make   the   meetings  successful. 

Input  by  delegates  at  the  workshop  has 
given  A.A.A.S.  a  few  ideas  to  follow  up 
in  the  next  year. 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO 

Gordon  Hancock  of  Marwayne  and  Tom 
Cardwell  of  Cardston,  who  received  an 
A.A.A.S.  Honorary  Membership  Award  at 
the  Annual  Meeting. 

FAIR  SUPPLIES 

I  have  just  received  the  second  part  of 
the  order  of  entry  tags  and.  have 
discovered  that  the  printers  have  wired 
them  all  in  error,  so  now  we  have  wired 
and  unwired  tags  to  offer,  at  the  same 
prices  as  before.  Please  order  your 
supplies  in  plenty  of  time  this  year,  as 
the  postal   service  is  still  very  erratic. 



4-H 

SCHOMRSHIPS 

AVAILABLE YOU'VE  BEEN  ASKING  US! 

QUESTION:  Why  does  the  agricultural 
society  have  to  send  photocopies  of 
cheques  and  invoices  to  support  claimed 
expenses  on  fair  and  operating  grant 
appl ications? 

ANSWER:  Photocopies      of  cancelled 
cheques  and  the  matching  invoices  are 
required  to  document  expenditures  on 
grant  claims. 

These  documents  and  your  application 
form  are  forwarded  to  the  Financial 
Services  Branch  in  Alberta  Agriculture 
and  on  to  Alberta  Treasury.  The  cheques 
and  invoices  are  important  support  for 
the  auditors  in  making  certain  that 
public  money  is  utilized  as  it  was 
approved. 

We  in  the  Agricultural  Societies  Program 
are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  your 
grant  application  is  complete  and  eligible 
for  processing.  We  thank  the  many 
secretaries,  treasurers  and  grants  chairmen 
for  their  wel 1 -documented  grant 
appl ications. 

If  you  do  your  part  to  submit  complete 
applications,  we  promise  to  do  our  part 
to  process  them  with  great  speed! 

Alberta  post-secondary  students  with  a 
4-H  background  are  encouraged  to  apply 
for  4-H  further  education  awards. 

"Thirty  students  will  be  selected.  The 
value  of  the  awards  range  from  $250  to 

$3,000. 

Selection  criteria  vary  according  to  the 
award.  Achievement  in  4-H,  involvement 
in  the  community  and  academic 
performance  are  the  key  factors  that 
will  be  considered.  Since  many  of  these 
awards  are  aimed  at  first  year  students, 
grade  12  students  will  be  especially 
interested  in  these  opportunities. 

4-H  members  or  4-H  allumni  who  are 
interested  in  applying  for  one  of  these 
special  4-H  awards  can  obtain  more 
information  and  application  forms  from 
their  District  Home  Economist  or  from 

their  Regional  4-H  Specialist. 

Deadline:    July  15,  1986 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

We  fully  acknowledge  without  loss  of 
conscience  that  we  lifted  some  of  our 
newsletter  information  from  Network, 

Ontario's  Rural  Organizations 
Newsletter;  Interdepartmental  Community 

Schools/Community  Schools'  Principal 
Teacher  Letter,  Ideas  Exchange;  and 

Lethbridge's  Agriculture  Centre,  Coffee Table  News. 

We  are  sorry  we  couldn't  take  more  and 
extremely  thankful  for  what  we've  been able  to  share.  All  contributions  are 
welcome  and  feel  free  to  lift  from  our 
newsletter  to  continue  the  sharing 
network. 





RESOURCE  BANK  RETURNS   DEPOSITS  WITH  INTEREST 

As  we  promised,  we  are  returning  the 
ideas  deposited  into  our  resource  bank 
by  agricultural  societies  from  around 
the  province. 

The  Agricultural  Society  Regional 
Workshops  held  in  January/February,  1986 
and  sponsored  by  the  Agricultural 
Societies  Section  of  Alberta  Agriculture, 
featured  a  bank  full  of  resource 
materials  on  many  subjects  of  interest  to 
agricultural  societies.  Agricultural 
societies  were  invited  to  withdraw  ideas. 
For  each  idea  withdrawn,  they  were  asked 
to  deposit  an  idea. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  all  the  ideas 
which  were  deposited. 

1.  Keep  the  society  active  with  low 
cost  fun  nights. 

2.  Each  year,  invest  some  of  the 
profits  in  a  way  that  will  make  the  work 
load  easier,  for  example,  build  tables 
and  chairs  to  be  used  in  the  community  - 
we  used  to  have  to  rent  from  Camp 
Wainwright. 

3.  Appreciation  supper  or  night  for 
volunteers. 

4.  Keep  good  records  so  that  grant 
applications  and  financial  statements 
can  be  prepared. 

5.  Involve  hockey  teams  to  help 
especially  in  the  work  of  running  beer 
gardens. 

6.  Have  a  cow  patty  lottery  or  Bessie 
Bingo. 

7.  Have  a  box  social  with  donated  old 
time  music.  Sell  the  lunch  boxes  and 
offer  prizes  for  the  best  old  time 
costume.  A  good  family  participation 
event. 

8.  Pork  Promotion.  Donations  from 
breeders  to  purchase  a  pork.  Have  a 
display  at  the  fair.  Free  entries  -  1 
per  person.  It's  an  advertisement  for 
the  donors.  Give  away  pork  carcass  in 
20  (10  lb)  lots  from  a  draw  of  lucky 
tickets     at     the     end     of     the  fair. 

9.  Have  a  fashion  show  of  homemade 

articles  -  sewing,  knitting,  crochet, 
leather. 

10.  Rotate  A.A.A.S.  annual  meeting 
around  between  Edmonton,  Calgary  and 
Lethbridge. 

11.  If  you  must  make  up  a  financial 
ledger,  please  make  it  a  double  entry 
type,  so  one  can  balance  each  month. 

12.  If  you  have  a  raffle  for  a 
car/truck  or  cash,  do  not  buy  the 
article,  use  a  loaner  and  show  what  it 
will  look  like  if  you  should  win.  If 
you  buy  the  car/truck  and  the  winner 
chooses  cash,  you  are  left  with  the 
vehicle  to  sell.  Money  is  tied  up  until 
the  vehicle  is  sold.  If  a  loan  was 
taken  to  purchase,  the  vehicle,  then 
there  will  also  be  interest  to  pay  while 
waiting  to  sell  the  car/truck. 

13.  Workshops  have  to  be  started  before 
December  1.  Invitations  should  be  sent 
two  months  in  advance  at  least. 

14.  We  would  find  a  workshop  on 
government  forms  most  helpful  and  the 
actual  filling  out  of  the  forms. 

15.  We,  the  horse  division  of  S.L.W. 
Ag.  Society  are  looking  into  auctioning 
off  Trivial  Persuit  cards  with  the  Rodeo 
guys.  Horse  people,  cowboys,  etc.  to 
sell  these  at  our  rodeo. 

16.  The  key  to  filling  out  forms  is  to 
have  good  records  at  your  agricultural 
society  level  to  start  with. 

17.  I  would  like  to  see  a  brochure  or 
booklet  put  together  of  government 
grants  available  to  agricultural 
societies. 

18.  At  Stettler,  as  secretary  of  the 
fair  board  and  rodeo  and  bull  sale,  I 
make  a  point  of  going  around  and 
welcoming  each  person  as  they  come  to 
the  meeting.  If  I  miss  persons  (which 
can  happen),  I  definitely  thank  them  for 
coming  out  when  the  meeting  is  over. 



19.  To  recognize  participation  and 
contributions  of  time,  work,  etc.  ,may 
encourage  members  to  continue,  as  well 
as  being  open  to  new  ideas. 

20.  I  find  that  the  cost  of  writing 
thank  you  letters  and  stamps 
(typewritten  but  signed  by  myself)  and  a 
little  note  like  (Many  thanks,  Doug  or 
Great  Job,  Doug)  really  give  the 
individual  volunteer  a  good  feeling. 
Also  put  in  a  paragraph  thanking  the 
family  or  the  volunteer  for  sharing  the 
time  with  the  agricultural  society 
(fair). 

21.  Ideas  for  Horticulture  Section  of 
the  fair  from  Coronation  fair 

1.  Design  a  Plate 
2.  Song  Title  in  Flowers 
3.  Make  a  Corsage  in  Flowers 

22.  Our  agricultural  society  supports 
4-H  beef  shows  and  county  heifer  shows 
in  the  arena  complex. 

23.  To  raise  funds,  have  a  stag  auction 
and  dinner. 

24.  Put  your  fair  prize  list  on 
computer  to  allow  for  easier  revising  in 
future  years. 

25.  Read  and  review  the  objectives  and 

by-laws  at  annual  meetings  each  year 
especially    for    the    new    board  members. 

26.  A  gardening  tip.  A  shaklee  product 

Basic  H  pour  into  rows's  as  a  fertilizer 
-  it  is  not  poisonous  (1  tablespoon  per 
1    gallon   watering    can)      Maggie  Gayton 

27.  Activities  for  children 
Scarecrow  contest 
Decorated  bicycle  contest 
Pet  show  with  prizes 

28.  Have  local  agricultural  societies 
stay  in  touch  with  each  other. 

30.  Bingos  are  a  good  fund  raiser 
although  there  is  a  certain  amount  of 
red  tape  and  manpower  involved.  By  Irene 
Bacso. 

31.  We  would  like  to  promote  a 
community  carpentry  shop  involving 
seniors  who  could  work  on  their  own  or 
use  their  talents  to  help  children  with 

projects  -  no  limits  with  regard  to 
people  who  could  use  this  facility  but 
there  are  two  main  groups.  I  would  like 
more  information  on  this  idea  if  you 
have  tried  something  similar.  By  Marg 
Dixon. 

If  you  have  ideas  that  you  would  like  to 
contribute  for  sharing  through  this 
newsletter,  please  send  them  along. 

Reg,  Andy,  Helen,  Rae 

29.    Bench  Show  items  for  men 
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YOU'VE  BEEN  ASKING  US! 

QUESTION:  Why  does  the  Agricultural 
Society/fair  committee  have  to  send  rural 
services  staff  a  copy  of  their  Fair  Book? 

ANSWER:  For  several  reasons,  it  assists 
us  in  planning  our  travel  itinery;  it 
varifies  the  categories  claimed  on  the 
Fair  grant  form  and  helps  us  clarify 
classes  in  the  livestock  section;to  share 
ideas,  new  classes,  special  events  that 
we  glean  from  the  fair  books.  Other 
agricultural  societies  borrow  them  when 
they  are  looking  for  a  way  to  change 
their  categories  or  books  and  it  is  a 
requirement  of  the  Agricultural  Societies 
Act.  See  page  8  Paragraph  30  (c)  of  the 
Act  which  indicates  that  the  prize  list 
shall  be  sent  to  the  Provincial  Director 
of  Agricultural  Societies,  at  least  6 
weeks  before  the  date  on  which  the  (fair) 
or  exhibition  is  to  be  held. 

QUESTION:  When  can  we  apply  for  the  fair 
grant? 

ANSWER:  Just  as  soon  after  the  fair  as 
you  can  get  your  paper  work  completed. 

Don't  wait  for  Christmas,  do  it  sooner. 

fa.x-m  sa.tety 

let's  talk  about 

"IT'S  TIME  THIS  NEEDLESS  TRAGEDY  STOPPED" 

In  the  last  year  50  children  have  been 
killed  as  a  result  of  farm  accidents  in 
Alberta.  Two  more  children  have  been 
added  to  that  total  so  far  this  year. 
Thats  right,  this  year! 

Ahexia 
AGRICULTURE 

FARMERS'  MARKET  AWARENESS  WEEK 

Farmers'  Market  Awareness  Week  is 
August  5  -  9,  1986.  This  is  a  week 

dedicated  to  the  promotion  of  Farmers' 
Markets  across  Alberta.  The  Farmers' 
Market  Program  of  Alberta  Agriculture 
will  be: 

1)  Using  radio  advertising 
2)  Holding  radio  talk  shows 
3)  Having    TV    interviews    with  various 

market  managers 

4)  Sponsoring  a  media  tour  so  that 
reporters    may    visit    various  markets 

5)  Providing    special    events  calendars 

A  $200  grant  to  assist  with  promoting 
Farmers'  Market  Awareness  Week  is 
available  to  individual  Farmers'  Markets 
through     the     Farmers'     Market  Program. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  would  like 
further  information,  please  call: 

Cory  or  Renne 
Farmers'  Market  Program 
Phone:  427-7366 

It  is  sad  to  note  that  the  majority  of 
children  killed  were  playing  in  the 
farmyard  during  the  month  of  July  and  were 
runover  by    tractors  . 

Isn't  it  time  that  we  put  a  stop  to  this 
tragedy? 

For  a  complete  report  on  farm  accidents 
involving  children  write  to: 

Mr.  Solomon  Kyeremanteng 
Manager 

Farm  Safety  Program 
#201  7000  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Al  )erta 
 T6H  5T6  

Community  Services/Engineering  and  Rural  Services  Division,  7000-1 13  St.  Ednnonton,  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 





PUBLIC  HEARINGS  ON  RECYCLING  IN  ALBERTA 

The  following  is  a  listing  of  all  dates, 
places,    and   times   for  the  Environment 
Council  of  Alberta(ECA)  Public  Hearings  on 
Recycling  in  Alberta. 

CALGARY 

Wednesday,  May  21,  at  9:30  am,  1:30  pm, 
7:30  pm.  Thursday,  May  22  at  9:30  am, 
1:30  pm. 
Meeting  Room,  Jubilee  Auditorium 

MEDICINE  HAT 

Tuesday,   May  27,   at  9:30  am,   1:30  pm, 
7:30  pm. 
Heritage  Room,  Continental  Inn 

LETHBRIDGE 
Thursday,  May  29,  at  9:30am,  1:30pm,  7:30pm 
Atrium  (6th  Level),  University  of 
Lethbridge. 

RED  DEER 
Monday,  June  2,  at  7:30pm 
Tuesday,  June  3,  at  9:30am,  1:30pm 
Waskasoo  B,  Red  Deer  Lodge 

HANNA 
Wednesday,  June  4  at  7:30pm 
Royal  Canadian  Legion  Hall 

OLDS 
Thursday,  June  5  at  7:30pm 
Elks  Hall 

CAMRQSE 
Tuesday,  June  10  at  9:30am,  1:30pm,  7:30pm 
Memorial  Room,  Royal  Canadian  Legion  Hail  1 

You  can  apply  for  the    Fair  Grant    as  soon 
as  the  cancelled  cheques  are  back  from  the 
bank.     Send  your  application  in  early  to 
avoid  delays  in  processing. 

Has  your  Agricultural  Society  sent  the 
prize  list(fair  books)  to  us  yet?  We  need 
it  to  plan  our  fair  visits.  The 
Agricultural  Societies  Act  requires 
agricultural  societies  who  hold  fairs  to 
send  in  their  prize  list  six  weeks 
prior  to  the  fair. 

Do  you  have  a  quilt  category  in  your  1986 
Fair  Program?     Rae  Hunter  will   send  you 

VERMILION 

Thursday,  June  12  at  9 : 30am, 1 : 30pm, 7 : 30pm 
Royal  Canadian  Legion  Hall 

EDMONTON 
Monday,    June    16    at    9 : 30am,l : 30pm,7 : 30pm 
Tuesday,  June  17  at  9 : 30am, 1 : 30pm 
Meeting  Room,  Jubilee  Auditorium 

ST.  ALBERT 
Tuesday,  June  17  at  7:30pm 
Progress  Hall,  Arden  Theatre 

GRANDE  PRAIRIE 
Thursday,  June  26  at  9:30am,  1:30pm, 7:30pm 

Meeting    Rooms   C   and   D,   Golden    Inn  Hotel 

The  purpose  of  these  hearings  is  to 
provide  an  awareness  of  a  clearing  house 
for  ideas  about  recycling,  and  of  a  place 
where  information  can  be  exchanged.  This 
is  an  opportunity  to  find  out  what  might 
be  accomplished  in  Alberta  to  reduce 
waste,  and  to  assist  those  who  feel 
dedicated  to  the  idea  of  turning  wastes 
into  resources. 

The  ECA  looks  forward  to  receiving  briefs 
in  advance  from  those  planning  to  make 
presentations  to  the  public  Hearings. 
Advance  notice  of  briefs  is  also 

appreciated.  Please  call  ECA  (427-5792; 
and  let  us  know  where  you  plan  to  make 
presentation.  This  will  assist  greatl> 
with  arrangements  and  scheduling. 

sample  criteria  for  judging  quilts  and 
other  useful  guidelines  if  you  drop  her  a 
line  or  phone  her  through  your  Government 
RITE  Centre  427  -  2171. 

Alberta  Culture's  Caravan  Exhibits has 

moved  to:  3rd  Floor,  525  -  11  Avenue,  S.W. 
CALGARY,  Alberta,  T2R  0C9.   Phone:  297-2780 

Please  make  this  change  to  your  "Directory 
of  Displays  Available  in  Alberta"  Our 
thanks  to  Arlene  Melnyck  from  Innisfree 
for     drawing     this     to     our  attention. 



BOOK  REVIEW 

A  Guide  to  Appearing  Before  the 

Surface  Rights  Board  of  Alberta  ~ 
"Ey   Barry   Barton   an3   Barbara  Routalon. 

This  book  is  intended  to  assist  people 
involved  in  cases  before  the  Surface 
Rights  Board  of  Alberta.  It  is 
particularly  directed  to  the  needs  of  the 
owners  and  occupants  of  land,  but  it 
should  also  be  of  use  to  resource 
companies,  landmen,  lawyers,  appraisers, 
and  others  whose  work  requires  an 
understanding  of  surface  rights 
negotiations  and  proceedings. 

Under  the  Surface  Rights  Act  of  Alberta,  a 
company  can  be  authorized  to  enter  and  use 
land  to  drill  and  produce  from  an  oil  or 
gas  well,  to  lay  a  pipeline,  to  erect 
power  lines  or  telephone  lines,  or  to 
carry  out  mining  operations.  The  Act 
covers  Crown  land  and  privately-owned 
land,  and  lays  down  the  procedures  by 
which  the  Surface  Rights  Board  determines 
the  amount  of  compensation  that  the 
operator  must  pay  to  the  owner. 

Chapters  One  to  Four  of  the  book  provide  a 
guide  to  the  Surface  Rights  Act,  the  ways 
that  an  operator  can  obtain  a  right  of 
entry  on  land,  procedures  before  the 
Board,  and  the  way  that  compensation  is 
fixed.    These  chapters  are  written  so  that 

they  will  be  useful  to  persons  who  do  not 
have  legal  training.  In  Chapter  Five,  the 
authors  offer  a  legal  analysis  of  a  number 
of  issues  that  are  currently  causing 
difficulties  in  surface  rights  law. 

The  first  edition  of  this  guide,  by 
Laureen  D.  Ridsdel  and  Richard  J.  Bennett, 
was  published  in  1982.  This  second 
edition  deals  with  the  many  changes  that 
have  occured  since  then,  including  the  new 
Surface  Rights  Act  enacted  in  1983. 

Send  a  cheque  or  money  order  (payable  to 
the  University  of  Calgary)  to: 

Canadian   Institute   of   Resources  Law 
430  Bio  Sciences  Building 
University  of  Calgary 

Calgary,  Alberta,  T2N  IN4 

Telephone  (403)  220-3200.     Telex  03-821254 

Price  $15.00,  Pages  124 
For    postage    and    handling    please  add: 
$3.00  for  Canadian  orders,  $4.50  for  U.S. 
orders,  and  $6.00  for  orders  from  outside 
North  America. 

Please  allow  two  to  four  weeks  for 
del ivery. 

PROVINCIAL  4- 
Provincial  4-H  Selections,  May  2-5  at  Olds 
College,  saw  144  outstanding  4-H  members 
from    across    Alberta    "Bending  without 
Breaking".    The  theme  speaker  was  Virginia 
Lynn,  a  free  lance  instructor  as  well  as 
part  time  registered  Nurse  at  the  Auxilary 
Hospital   in  Wainwright.     She  challenged 
delegates  to  identify     stress  and  those 
areas  in  their  lives  that  cause  stress 
they  currently  experience. 

A  Heisler  area  youth  became  the  1986 

Premier's  Award  Winner,  Sherry  Roth,  17, 
won  Alberta's  top  4-H  honor.  Eight finalists  for  this  award  were  chosen. 
Sherry  Roth,  an  eight  year  member  of  the 
Heisler  Hemmers  4-H  club  also  placed  third 
at  the  Provincial  4-H  Public  Speaking 
Finals  held  earlier  this  year.  She  has 
served  as  a  Junior  Leader  in  her  club  as 
well  as  holding  all  executive  positions. 
She  is  active  in  her  school  graduation 

SELECTIONS  1986 
committee,  yearbook, 
student  council . 

sports    council  and 

Sherry  will  serve  a  one  year  term  as  the 

Premier's  Award  Recipient.  She  succeeds 
Harley  Read  of  Lethbridge.  In  addition 
she  will  attend  the  Ralston  Purina 
Danforth  Leadership  Camp  this  summer  in 
Shelby,  Michigan. 

Sixty-four  4-H  delegates  will  represent 
Alberta  at  major  educational  programs  and 
tours  throughout  Canada  and  the  United 
States.  These  award  winners  were 
announced  during  the  breakfast  on  Monday, 

May  5th. 

Selection  is  organized  by  the  4-H  Branch  of 
Alberta  Agriculture,  and  jointly  sponsored 
by  Alberta  Agriculture,  Agriculture  Canada, 
United  Grain  Growers  Ltd.  and  the  Alberta 
Wheat  Pool  Ltd. 



The  following  background  publications  are 
now  available  from: 

PUTTING  THE  FUN  BACK  INTO  FUND  RAISING 

Environment  Council  of  Alberta. 
8th  Floor  Weber  Centre 
5555  Calgary  Trail  Southbound  N.W. 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5P9 

1.  Garbage  to  Gold?  Issues  and 
Opportunities:  Terms  of  Reference  and 
Background  Information  -  provides  the 
formal  terms  of  reference  and  an 
indication  of  the  scope  of  information 
available  in  the  other  information 
bulletins,  and  raises  some  of  the  issues 
that  should  be  considered  during  the 
public  hearings. 
2.  Resource  Recycling  in  Alberta 
discusses  the  recycling  systems  in  the 
province  covering  oil,  glass,  rubber, 
metals,  plastics,  and  paper,  and  some  of 
the  opportunities  and  constraints 
affecting  recycling  rates. 
3.  A  Social  Perspective  of  Recycling  in 
Alberta  -  deals  with  recycling  from  a 
consumer  and  community  perspective.  The 
report  describes  the  involvement  of 
individuals  and  groups  in  recycling 
activities. 

4.  Municipal  Solid  Waste:  Alberta  's 
Untapped  Resource?  -  a  discussion  of 
municipal  solid  waste  disposal  systems, 
how  waste  is  collected,  what  goes  into 
landfills,  and  what  could  be  recovered  at 
source  or  on  site. 

5.  Economic  Barriers  to  Recycling  -  a 
description  of  some  economic  obstacles  to 
recycling  and  to  increasing  the  supply  of 
and  demand  for  recycled  products. 
6.  The  use  of  Municipal  Waste  as  Fuel  -  a 
reprint  of  a  report  originally  prepared 
for  the  Renewable  Resources  Study  Group  of 

the  ECA'S  Public  Advisory  Committee  on  the 
Environment.  It  reviews  literature 
related  to  the  use  of  municipal  waste  as 
fuel  for  power  generation  and  discusses 
some  of  the  options  that  involve 
separation  and  processing  of  usable 
elements  in  the  waste. 

7.  Bibliography  of  Recycling  -  a  listing 
of       useful        recycling  references. 

Agricultural  Societies  working  together  at 
our  regional  workshops  developed  these 
fund  raising  programs. 

1.  Munch  Lunch 
It  fs  a  combined  box  social  and  fashion 
show.  The  lunch  box  is  decorated  to  match 
the  outfit.  The  boxes  are  auctioned  off. 
There  are  prizes  for  each  category  of 
outfit. 

2.  Billy  Goat  Day 

A  goat,  truck,  feed  and  rope  are  donated. 
The  truck  is  donated  for  the  duration  of 

the  project.  A  promotion  committee  phones 
local  businesses  to  get  their  cooperation. 

They  also  advertize  the  event.  On  "Billy 
Goat  Day"  the  goat  is  taken  down  and  led into     various     local     businesses.  The 
business  man  pays  to 
his  or  her  premises. 

have  it  taken  off 

3.  Cold  Gold 
It's  a  dance 

with  prizes  for 
the  most  humorous 
shirts,  shorts, 
etc.    There  is  a 
raffle  for  a 

trip  to  Inuvik. 
A  slave  auction  and  box  social  can  be  par 
of  the  event.     A  used  clothes  sale  might 
also  be  held  in  conjunction  with  it. 

4.  Wacky  Farmer's  Day 
Features  a  giant  weed  contest,  thistle 
derby,  wacky  machinery,  mutt  dog  show, 
bale  stacking  contest,  and  a  Pig  Chase. 
A  wacky  King/Queen  is  crowned  and  a 
raffle  for  a  Department  of  Agriculture 
Directory  is  held. 

5.  String  a  Jhon 
Pay  I0<t,  or  6  for  50(t  to  receive  length  of 
string    1"    to    10".       Tie    your  strings 
together.      The   person   with   the  longest 
string  wins  40%  of  the  proceeds, 

or Set  mileage  stop  line  (50  miles)  and  as 
the  strings  are  purchased  and  tied,  the 
person  who  owns  the  string  that  crosses 

the     'mileage     stop     line'     first  wins! 





THIS  SECTION  IS  FOR  THOSE  INTERESTED  IN  FAIRS.    The  fair  committee  should  get  a  cony 

GREAT  PROGRAM  IDEAS  '^^^ FOCUS  -  the  purpose  of  an  agricultural 
society,  to  encourage  improvement  in 
agriculture,  horticulture,  homemaking  and 
the  quality  of  life  in  agricultural 
communities.  [Agricultural  Societies  Act 
objectives  2(b)  and  2(e)-  Check  your  Act 
for  details.] 

Campfire  Tales  Program 

The  people  of  Athabasca  area,  the 
Edwin  Parr  Composite  High  School,  and 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  organized  a  very 

successful  program,  "Campfire  Tales" 
during  the  months  of  July  &  August  1985. 

Residents  of  the  area  had  the 
opportunity  to  spend  Sunday  evenings  with 
their  families  &  friends  at  the  downtown 
park  on  the  river  bank.  Youth  &  Adults  of 
all  ages  shared  fun  time  experience 
learning  about  life  in  &  around  Athabasca 
in  days  gone  by.  Sit  around  the  campfire 
with  all  the  usual  goodies,  stories 

evolved;  everything  from  "trapping",  "one 
room  schools",  "Ukranian  Settlers", 
"Water,  Weeds,  and  Fish",  to  mention  a few. 

The  special  focus  on  local  history, 
environment  and  culture  gained 
enthusiastic  participation  from  senior 
citizens  and  families  of  all  ages.  They 
plan  to  repeat  the  program  this  summer  & 
videotape  sessions.  A  great  way  to 
provide  an  educational  program.  How 
about  it?  Couldn't  this  be  offered  in 
your  community  with  added  emphasis  on 
agriculture?? 

Athabasca  Contact:  Peggy  Baker-675-2285. 

Beavers  in  Rosebrier 

The  grade  five  and  six  class  at  Rosebrier 
Community  School  recently  had  the 
opportunity  to  get  a  first  hand  glimpse 
of  beaver  activity  below  water  level.  On 
the  farm  of  Myrich  &  Jean  Rosser,  the 
increasing  numbers  of  beavers  in  the 
slough  had  affected  crops.  Mr.  Rosser 
dug  channels  to  drain  the  slough 
resulting    in    an   exposed   view   of  the 

lodges,  food  supply,  deep  channels  into 
the  bank,  work  patterns  and  work  paths 
where  logs  and  grain  had  been  dragged 
into  the  water. 

Results  -  a  first  hand  experience 
and  understanding  of  the  beaver  habitat 
and  fresh  water  ecosystem.  How  is  that 
for     the  Agricultural    Education  Program? 

How  often  does  your  Agricultural  Society 
visit  the  school  or  offer  assistance  with 

programs?  Don't  do  it  alone,  use  your 
community  resources.    Start  now! 

Share  some  of  your  ideas  with  us  by 
July  9  for  our  August  Newsletter.  We  need 

your  input! 

HOW  TO  APPLY  A  THEME  TO  YOUR  FAIR 

Thinking  of  a  theme  and  building  it 
into  your  fair  can  be  a  challenge.  Here 
is  an  example  which  came  from  a  group  at 
an  Agricultural  Society  Regional  Workshop. 

This  group  developed  a  theme  for  a 

fair  based  on  the  song,  "Somewhere  Over  the 
Rainbow".  This  song  could  be  played  in 
the  background  with  radio  advertising  and 

played  at  the  fair. 

The  rainbow  makes  an  attractive 
visual.  It  could  be  put  on  the  ribbons, 
tags,  and  posters.  Sell  pens,  hats,  and 
pins  decorated  with  rainbows  at  your  fair 
or  farmers'  market.  You  could  decorate  the 
hall  with  rainbows  (ie:  tablecloths, 
walls,  balloons).  Refer  to  the  prize 

money  as  the  "pot  of  gold". 

The  theme  can  be  built  into  the  bench 
show  by  having  a  class  of  pictures  of 
rainbows  in  photography  and  art.  Quilts 
and  needlework  could  also  feature  the 
rainbow  design. 

Can  you  think  of  other  ways  to  apply 
this  theme  to  the  fair?  Can  you  think  of 
other  themes?  What  themes  has  your  fair 
used  successfully?  Please  share  them  with 
us  and  we  will  put  them  in  the  newsletter. 



I.      ATTRACTIONS  :         designed  to 
entertain. 

To  help  people  meet  and  communicate, 
give  everyone  who  comes  in  a  number,  if 
they  can  find  someone  with  the  same  number, 
they  collect  a  prize  (obviously  every 
number  will  not  have  a  mate,  and  others 
will  have  come  and  left).  Offer  as  many 
prizes  as  you  want  throughout  the  fair. 

Business  Promotional  Opportunity 

Offer  booths  to  businesses  for 
promotion    and/or   advertising    at  cost. 

Mini  Produce  Market 

Provide  opportunity 
for  young  people  to  set 
up  and  run  a  mini  produce 
market  to  sell  their  produce 
Appoint  someone  to  assist 
them  by  arranging  a  time  prior  to  setting 
up  to  give  them  organizational  hints  ie. 
displaying,  bagging,  money  for  change, 
customer  relations  etc.  Contact  your 
regional  office  for  agricultural  displays 
and/or  handouts.  Manpower,  employment 
office  and  career  training  staff  are  also 
a  good  resource. 

Jello  Drive 

A  fun-for-all -event.    This  encourages  good 
participation      from     competitors  and 
spectators. 

The  community  that  held  this  event 
received  a  donation  of  a  qood  used 
car  (valued  at  approximately  $3000.00), 

"good"  should  mean  safe  regardless  of 
cost.  The  key  to  the  car  was  put  into  a 
3  foot  deep,  15  foot  diameter,  above  the 
gound  pool  with  1500  other  keys  (service 
clubs  collected  old  keys,  the  number  of 
keys  could  vary  depending  upon  population 
and  size  of  fair). 

A  small  donation  ($1.00)  was  charged 
for  anyone  16  years  and  over  to  dive  into 
the  pool,  select  a  key  to  try  to  start  the 
car.    If  it  fit,  you  win.     It  took  three 
fair  days  for  someone  to  win. 

The  pool  jello  was  supplied  by  a 
local  restaurant,  obtained  through 
restaurant  supplies.  They  used  approx.  40 
bags  of  Commercial  Restaurant  Jello  -  large 
bags. 

Only  two  people  were  allowed  in  the 
pool  at  one  time.  Spectators  sponsored 
others  to  take  a  chance. 

It's    helpful    to   have  a 
water      supply      or  shower 
contestants  will  need  it. 

Petting  Zoo 

Small  animal  mini 
farmyard  display  are  a 
great  attraction  for  young 
&  always  young  spectators. 

hose,  good 
available, 

Face  Painting 

Free  or  for  a  small  donation  to  cover 
costs  ie.  lot  or  a  donation  jar. 

A  volunteer  uses  non-toxic  paint  and 
sometimes  a  bit  of  sparkle  to  finish  the 
work  of  art  which  is  painted  on  a  canvas  of 
small  cheeks,  chins,  or  foreheads.  Objects 
that  relate  to  the  fair  theme  are  a  good 
focus  for  subjects  or  flowers,  butterflies 
and  rainbows.  Keep  it  simple,  paint  the 
object,  dab  a  bit  of  vaseline  in  spots  and 
sprinkle  sparkle  on. 

Don't  put  sparkle  on  young  childrens' faces  it  could  be  rubbed  into  the  eyes 

Students  from  the  high  school  art 
class  are  good  volunteers. 

Pig  and  Chicken  Races 

Set  a  start  line, 
time,  and  let  them  go. 

(I'm  told  some  owners 
have  a  partner  who 
entices  the  pig  to 
finish  1 ine  with  Oreo 
Cookies).    In  Surry  B.C. 
their      Duck      races      have      become  so 

sophisticated  that  the  ducks  wear  "silk" jackets  .to  restrict  flying  and  of  course 
snow  tneir  coiors.         ^  ̂ 



I'.  ATTRACTIONS  [Cont'd.] Baby  Races 

From  previous  Agricultural  Societies 
Newsletter 

In  a  clean  space,  mark  a  start  and 
finish  line.  This  requires  a  baby  and 
two  trainers;  one  for  the  starting  line 
and  one  at  the  finish  line  with  bottle, 
toys,  or  whatever  to  entice  a  winner. 
Apparently  a  real  crowd  gathering 
attraction.     Consider  three  categories: 

1.  ground    levels    -    creepers  & 
crawlers. 

2.  Almost  up  and  going  toddlers. 
3.  Full  steam  ahead-walk,  stumble, 

and  runner. 

II.    PROMOTIONS   -   designed   to  get 
people  there. 

Themes  give  a  focus  to  the  fair 
promotions,  decore,  and  displays. 

Newspaper  -Fair  theme  Idea  Show  and 
Tea,  same  spot  advertizing  several  times 
before  the  fair. 

-hidden  clues  to  the 
discovery  of  a  specified  treasure  at  the 
fair. 

A    theme    contest    to    involve  the 
community  and  promote  interest.  Condition 
of  the  contest  could  be  that  each  entry 
must  display  an  example  of  their  theme 
idea   at  a   local    function   such   as  the 
farmers  market,  seniors  spacing,  etc.  The 
spectators  could  cast  ballots  to  choose 
the  best  theme.    Offer  prizes  for  winner  & 
runner  up,  donated  by  local  craftspeople, 
merchants ,  and  clubs. 

Egg  Laying  Contest 

Between  media  personalities  or  local 
merchants,  or  other  dignitaries.  Supply 
them  with  hens  and  keep  a  running  acccount 
until  the  time  set  to  win. 

-Display  in  local  shop  windows, 
agricultural  displays  nutrition,  safety, 
produce,   last  years  craft  winners  etc. 

-One  community  released  ping-pong 
balls  before  the  fair  date.  A  number  of 
special  marked  balls  gained  the  person 
who   found   it   free   entry   to   the  fair. 

Long  Distance  Balloon  Race 

A  week  or  so  ahead  of  the  fair.  Sell 
balloons  filled  with  helium  to  which  a 

"return  to  sender"  tag  is  attached.  Each 
purchaser  puts  his  name  and  address  on 
the  tag  and  releases  the  balloon.  The 
winner  is  the  person  who  has  .  his/her 
balloon  returned  from  the  furthest  place 
from  home.  The  person  who  returns  it 
also  receives  a  prize.  Sample  card: 

BALLOON  CONTEST 

Please  return  this  card  before  August  23 
to:  Name: 

Address: 
Mailed  back  by: 
Name: 
Address: 

This  is  a  chance  to  win  the  long  distance 
balloon  race  contest  at  Smithville  Fair, 

August  23,  1986. 

FOOD  SAFETY  AT  THE  FAIR 

Almost  every  Alberta 
fair  has  home  canned  foods 
as  part  of  the  food  competi 
tion  component  each  year. 
Among  the  classes  of  home 
preserves  are  canned  vege- 

tables of  various  types. 
For  some  exhibitors,  it  comes 
as  a  surprise  that  these  entries  are  not 
tasted  by  the  judge.  Indeed,  this  is 
correct. 

For  safety  reasons,  judges  have  the  right 
to  decide  not  to  taste  any  product  which 
may  appear  spoiled  or  unacceptable.  In 
these  cases,  there  are  usually  visible 
signs  for  caution. 

Home  canned  vegetables  and  meats,  however, 
may  have  been  improperly  processed  and  run 
the  risk  of  harboring  the  deadly  toxin 

produced  by  the  bacteria  -  Clostridium 
botul inum. 



FOOD  SAFETY  AT  THE  FAIR  [Cont'd.] 

This  micro-organism  thrives  in  a  low  acid 
environment  -  exactly  like  that  of 
vegetables  and  meats.  Also,  the  bacteria 
cannot  live  where  there  is  oxygen,  which 
could  be  the  situation  inside  a  jar  of  low 
acid  home  preserves.  Once  the  bacteria 
establishes  itself,  it  produces  a 
hazardous  secretion  called  botulinum 
toxin.  A  very  tiny  amount  is  all  it  takes 
for  serious  respiratory  and  nervous  tissue 
complications  to  set  in. 

Under  conditions  of  stress,  the  bacteria 
can  protect  itself  by  encapsulating  itself 
as  a  spore  which  is  highly  resistant  to 
heat. 

Although  both  the  bacteria  and  the  toxin 
can  be  destroyed  by  boiling  for  15 
minutes,  the  spore  requires  much  higher 
temperatures  for  long  periods  of  time  to 
be  destroyed. 

The  only  way  to  ensure  destruction  of  any 
Clostridium  spores  which  could  be  present 
in  low  acid  home  canned  foods  is  to 
process  the  foods  under  pressure  in  a 
pressure  canner,  for  a  specific  time  that 
varies  with  each  food. 

Since  it  is  impossible  for  the  judge  to  be 
sure  that  the  safest  method  of 
preservation  was  followed  by  the  exhibitor 
entering  canned  vegetables,  these  foods 
are  not  tasted.  The  presence  of  the  toxin 
is  often  unknown  since  there  may  not  be 
any  odor  or  appearance  change  in  the  food. 

Judging  is  based  on  the  appearance  of  the 
procuct,  the  clarity  of  the  liquid, 
proportion  of  liquid  to  solid,  container, 
presentation,  and  texture  when  cut. 

It  is  important  to  remember  that  a  low 
acid  product  can  be  improperly  processed 
and  a  secure  seal  will  result.  THIS  IS  NO 
INDICATION  OF  SAFETY  IN  LOW  ACID 
VEGETABLES.  The  bacteria  thrive  without 

air  -  which  is  exactly  the  condition 
created  by  a  good  seal. 

Before  eating  any  home  canned  low  acid 
product  it  is  recommended  that  it  be  either 
boiled  for  10-15  minutes  or  in  the  case  of 
meats  and  fish,  heated  in  the  jar  after 

opening  in  a  177  °C  (350°F)  oven  until  a 
temperature  of  85°C  (185°F)  registers  on 
the  thermometer  inside  the  jar.  In  this 
case  the  jar  is  then  allowed  to  stand  at 
room  temperature  30  minutes  longer  to 
complete  the  heat  treatment.  The  food  can 
then  be  reheated,  served  as  is,  or  chilled 
and  served  cold. 

Submitted  by:  j 
Suzanne  Tenold 

Regional    Food    and    Nutrition  Specialist 
Airdrie  Regional  Office 

THERE'S  MORE  TO  FOOD  EXHIBITS  THAN  FLAVOUR 

Although  the  flavour  of  the  food  you  enter 
in  the  fair  is  a  major  consideration  of 
the  judge,  several  other  features  are 
carefully  reviewed  within  the  parameters 
of  each  particular  category. 

Perhaps  the  two  largest  groups  of  food 
classes  fall  under  the  umbrella  of  (1) 

"General  Baking"  and  (2)  "Canned  Foods  or 

Preserves" . 

Under  "General  Baking"  ,  the  judges  will 
evaluate  the  flavour  of  the  product,  but 
will  also  check  such  things  as:  Shape, 
uniformity  and  size,  crust,  texture,  crumb 
moisture,  color  and  weight. 
Shape 

Is  the  product  evenly  shaped,  and 
characteristic  of  the  product  intended? 
If  the  cake  is  lopsided  or  depressed  in 
the  centre,  its  quality  of  presentation 
could  be  unappealing. 



THERE'S  MORE  TO  FOOD  EXHIBITS 

THAN  Flavour  [cont'd. j  

Crust 

Is  the  crust  uniform  and  even?    A  cracked, 
burned,  discoloured  crust  could  lower  the 
overall    appeal    of  the   product  and  its 
competitive  quality, 

Texture/Crumb 

Is  the  texture  characteristic  of  the 
particular  product?  How  does  the  inside 
texture  appear? 
Moist,  sticky,  dry  or  excessively  crumbly 
products   could   result   in   poor  serving 
qualities       or       unattractive  plate 

presentation  and  may  influence  the  judge's deci  sion. 

It  is  a  fact  however,  that  many  food 
classes  in  the  prize  list  go  beyond  the 

"General  Baking"  level  and  will  require 
individual  consideration  as  each  group  is 
judged. 

"Canned  Foods  or  Preserves" 

Are  very  large  classes  and  the  judges 
are  frequently  challenged  with  high 
quality,  tasty  and  at  times,  fascinating 
entries. 

In  this  case,  the  principles  of  food 
safety  and  good  management  carry  a  lot  of 
weight  in  the  judging  criteria.  The  idea 
behind  food  preservation  is  to  prepare  a 
product  that  can  be  held  over  for  a  period 
of  time  and  be  safe  and  appealing  to  eat. 
when  opened. 

A  good  entry  will  be  properly  sealed  and 
will  show  no  sign  of  spoilage  either  in 
odor  or  appearance. 

If  the  judge  has  reservations  as  to  the 
quality  of  safety  of  the  product  it  can 

(1)  Containers 

The  best  choice  is  to  use  jars  especially 
for  canning,  since  the  glass  is 
conditioned  to  withstand  the  heat  needed 
in  processing.  Commercial  jars  (from 
mayonaise  etc.)  are  recommended  only  for 
preserves  that  do  not  require  water  bath 
canning  or  pressure  processing. 

(2)  Seals 

A  higher  rate  of  success  can  be  achieved 
using  the  metal  lids  with  the  compound 
seal.  When  these  lids  are  preheated  to 
soften  the  sealant  and  applied  to  the 
canning  jar,  the  chances  of  a  complete 
seal  are  increased. 

Paraffin,  although  acceptable  and  popular, 
is  often  very  difficult  to  perfect.  Often 
too  much  is  applied  and  the  wax  pulls  away 
from  the  sides  of  the  jar  as  it  cools. 
Any  loose  movement  of  the  paraffin 
indicates  a  poor  seal  and  the  product 
faces  elimination. 

(3)  Presentation 

Label  all  entries  with  the  data  and 
contents.  If  there  is  something  special 
about  the  recipe  this  could  be  pointed  out 
for  the  benefit  of  the  judge. 

Naturally  jars  should  be  clean  ano 
lids/rings  free  of  rust  or  foreior 

particles. 

The  Competitive  Edge 

No  matter  what  class  you  decide  to  exhibit 
your  products  in,  attention  to  the  details 
of  presentation  could  make  the  difference 
between  first  and  second  place. 

With  such  high  quality  food  exhibits 
appearing  in  fairs  today,  and  such 
innovative  approaches  to  traditional 
ideas,  sometimes  the  competitive  edge 
comes  with  that  something  extra  called 
care  in  presentation. 

Suzanne  Tenold 
Regional  Food  and  Nutrition  Specialist 
Airdrie  Regional  Office 
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THE  BEAR  FACTS!! 

The  (Stony  Plain)  Heritage  Agricultural 
Society  is  hosting  a  Teddy  Bears  Picnic, 

August  31.  They  ask  'picnickers  to 
please  bring  an  old  friend  or  a  new  one 
of  the  Teddy  or  related  variety.  All 
persons,  big  or  small,  who  attend  with 
their  personal  bear  will  receive  a  free 
lemonade  and  cookie. 

You  are  encouraged  to  introduce  your 
-bears  and  yourselves  to  other  bears  and 

their  owners.  If  that's  not  enticing 
enough,  exercise  your  creative  vein  at 
the  ANNUAL  SCARECROW  COMPETITION. 

Traditionally  held  on  Heritage  Day,  this 
competition  is  open  to  both  young  people 
and  adults.  They  encourage  you  to  create 
your  own  concept  of  a  scarecrow  be  it 
modern  or  traditional.  All  entries  will 
be  on  display  on  the  Multicultural 
Heritage  Centre  grounds  on  Heritage  Day. 

ydlberra 
AGRICULTURE 

40  MODELS  ATTRACT  A  FULL  HOUSE 

 IN  PINCHER  CREEK  

Local  models  of  all  ages,  preschool  to 
grandmothers,  attracted  200  guests  to 
view  fashions  created  by  local  designers. 
Novices  and  persons  who  have  been  busy 
developing  their  skills  over  the  years, 
provided  fashion  wear  that  could  outshine 
any  boutique. 

"We  had  a  successful  fashion  show  with 
the  theme  again  being  Mother's  Day  and 
had  no  trouble  selling  the  200  tickets. 
There  were  100  outfits  and  were  modelled 
by  close  to  40  different  people.  We 
found  that  the  quality  of  the  items  had 
improved  from  last  year  which  was  great. 
We  also  found  people  much  more  receptive 
to  show  their  own  outfits  and  to  allow  us 
to  find  someone  to  wear  an  outfit  if  for 

some  reason  they  couldn't  fit  into  the 
outfit  at  this  time.  Maternity  clothing 
is  one  area  that  is  difficult  to  find  a 
model . 

We  also  had  the  two  local  manufacturers 
of  clothing  put  in  a  selection  of  what 
they  produce  (Lazy  P  Western  Wear  - 
Western  clothes  for  the  6  month  old  to 

14  years,  and  Tiger  Brand  West  -  Fleece 
Jogging  suits  and  other  items  from  fleece 
and  the  selection  of  Crinkle  cotton 
outfits).  The  remainder  of  the  fashions 
were  all  from  local  people  of  the 
community. 

The  basis  of  the  show  is  our  list  in  the 
fair  book.  We  hope  this  will  encourage 
these  same  people  to  enter  the  outfits 
in  the  Sewing  portion  of  the  bench 
exhibits  of  the  fair  in  August. 

Should  you  have  another  agricultural 
society  interested  in  putting  on  such  a 
fashion  show,  please  have  them  contact 

me." 

Barbara  Holtman 
Pincher  Creek  Agricultural  Society 
Box  1241 
PTNfHFR     rPFFK,     Alhprt;^  Tni<:  ILTl 

Community  Services/Engineering  and  Rural  Services  Division,  7000-1 13  St.  Edmonton,  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 
i  



IS  COMMUNITY  COOPERATION  A  REALITY? 

Yes!  Says  the  Ashmont  and  District 
Agricultural  Society 

Ashmont  and  District  Agricultural 
Society,  Community  Resources  Committee, 
has  a  mandate  to  identify  for  the 
agricultural  society  and  the  community 
at  large,  the  resources  of  the  community 
and  to  seek  to  maximize  the  use  of  these 
resources. 

This  committee  and  the  Ashmont  Community 
School  produced  the  Ashmont  Community 
Directory  in  1984.  Their  focus  in  1985 
was  on  human  resources  and  encouraging 
more  members  of  the  community  to  become 
involved  with  more  aspects  of  community 
life.  They  succeeded!  They  were 
particularly  gratified  by  the  faces  of 
their  younger  community  members.  Ashmont 
Community  Resources  Committee  has  a  pet 
theory,  that  the  majority  of  people  in 
their  area  are  ready  and  willing  to  be  a 
part  of  community  activities  and  are  just 
waiting  to  be  asked. 

The  agricultural  society's  "people 
resources"  have  been  enhanced  this  term 
by  memberships  of  the  Minor  Sports 
Association  and  the  Ashmont  Board  of 
Trade. 

The  community  held  a  Heritage  Sports  Day 
with  fashion  show,  corn  husking 
competition,  log  sawing  and  other 
attractions.  In  cooperation  with  the 
library  board,  the  Community  Resources 
Committee  is  setting  up  in  the  library,  a 
file  of  government  publications  on  a 
host     of     agriculture-related  topics. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Community 
School,  the  committee  explored  the 
possibility  of  hosting  a  Health  Fair  to 
bring  together  health  experts  from 
various  health  fields  to  enable  members 
of  the  community  to  learn  about  the 
latest  information  on  good  health  and 
disease  prevention. 

Les  Retry,  chairman  of  the  Community 
Resource  Committee  sincerely  believes 
that  the  most  important  resource  of  any 
community  is  its  people  and  that  Ashmont 
and  District  is  blessed  with  an 
abundance  of  excellent  hardworking, 

community-minded  people  with  a  broad 
spectrum  of  talents  and  skills. 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO  THOSE  AGRICULTURAL 
SOCIETIES  AND  FAIR  BOARDS  THAT  CONTACTED 
THE  DISTRICT  OFFICES  IN  FEBRUARY  TO 
OBTAIN  FAIR  JUDGES. 

All  arrangements  for  Fair  Judges  should 
be  made  by  March  31  of  each  fair  year  to 
enable  you  to  book  judges  and  to  ensure 
that  you  receive  the  kind  of  support  you 
require  to  establish  good  communications 
between   your    committee    and    the  judges. 

Congratulations  also  go  to  Czar 
Agricultural  Society  and  the  Amisk 
Agricultural  Society  for  successfully 
cooperating  to  produce  a  community 
calendar. 



4>H  BLITZ  -  CHECK  IT  OUT 

4-H  Premiers  Award  finalists  and  winner, 
Sherry  Roth  of  Heisler,  will  be  on  the 
campaign  trail  throughout  Alberta  in 
late  August,   promoting  the  4-H  program. 

Campaign  theme  for  1986  is,  "The  4-H 
Team  -  Check  it  out".  The  slogan  was 
selected  in  February  by  six  teen-aged 
members  of  the  provincial  4-H  promotions 
committee. 

Miss  Roth  and  the  1986  Premier's  Award 
finalists  will  make  stops  at  newspapers, 
television  and  radio  stations  throughout 
their  local  regions.  These  senior 

4-H'ers  will  be  recruiting  new  members 
by  describing  projects,  provincial 
programs  and  various  activities 
available  to  rural  youth  through  the  4-H 
program. 

THIS  WILL  BE  THE  SIXTH  ANNUAL  4-H  BLITZ 

YOU'VE  BEEN  ASKING  US 

Question:  "WHAT  ARE  SOME  DIFFERENT  WAYS 
WE  CAN  PROMOTE  OUR  "AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 
FAIR"? 

Answer:  It's  too  late  for  this  year  but 
next  year  ask  your  Program  Consultant 
to  conduct  a  Promotion  Workshop  prior  to 
starting  your  fair  plan  next  year.  Book 
the  workshop  early,  invite  neighbouring 
-agricultural  societies  to  join  you. 
This  workshop  could  be  the  start  of  your 
promotions. 

QUESTION:   "WHAT  DO  YOU  MEAN  BY  PROGRAM?" 

COMMENT:  This  is  asked  in  reference  to 
the   Western  Canada  Lottery  funds  . 

For  many  agricultural  societies,  spending 
these  funds  will  be  no  problem  as  many 
societies  have  ongoing  capital  or 
operational  commitments,  therefore 
consensus    regarding    spending    is  easy. 

Other  agricultural   societies  are  asking, 

"What  do  you  mean  by  program?"  "Is  a 
workshop  a  program?"  "Can  we  support 
other  club  programs?",  etc. 

ANSWER:  The  first  thing  to  do,  if  in 
doubt,  is  bank  the  money  and  let  it  gain 
interest  while  you  plan.  Any  activity 
that  an  agricultural  society  or 
community  member  feels  a  need  for  is 
program,  therefore,  your  first  step  is 
to  call  a  meeting  for  agricultural 
society  members,  interested  citizens  and 
groups  to  review  the  Agricultural 
Societies  Act  objectives  for 
agricultural  societies. 

Look  at  each  objective  to  determine  what 
activities  you  presently  offer  to  meet 
the  objectives.  Once  you  list  what  is 

happening  under  each  objective,  you'll be  able  to  see  whether  or  not  you  are 
meeting  all  of  the  objectives  and  where 
you  could  improve  services. 

Secondly  -  with  your  meeting 
participants,  list  all  the  activities 
that  could  be  offered  or  supported  to 
improve  services. 

Third  Step  -  prioritise  your  new 
program/activities  needs.  With  this 
information,  you  are  ready  to  plan  how 
you  will  meet  these  needs. 

If  you  require  assistance,  call  your 

agricultural  society's  program 
consultant  to  help  you  organize  and 
conduct  a  workshop  meeting,  to  determine 
what  the  community  needs  are  to  enable 
you  to  develop  your  plans. 

STAFF  NOTES 

Did  you  know  that  recent  staff  changes 
have  now  been  finalized? 

Reg  Kontz  is  now  Head,  Agricultural  and 
Community  Services  Branch.  Reg  is 
responsible  for  the  administration  of 
programs,  staff  and  budget  in  the  areas 
of  agricultural  service  boards, 
agricultural  societies  and  agricultural 
development  committees. 

Andy  McPhee  is  now  Head,  Community 
Services  Section  in  the  Agricultural  and 
Community     Services     Branch.  He  is 
responsible  for  the  agricultural 
societies  program. 



GREAT  PROGRAM  IDEAS!  ^ 

BLACKSMITHING 
A  MODERN  REVIVAL  OF  AN  ANCIENT  ART 

Blacksmi thing  is  nowhere  more  in 
evidence  than  here  in  Alberta  with  the 
recent  formation  of  the  Western  Canadian 

Blacksmith's      Guild.  The  magical 
attraction  of  being  able  to  transform  a 
simple  piece  of  iron  or  steel  into  a 
useful  tool  or  implement  -  or  even  into 
a  beautiful  object  of  art  is  finding  an 
ever  increasing  number  of  devotees. 

The  Alberta  contingent  is  part  of  a 
brotherhood  of  more  that  5,000  north 
american  smiths  dedicated  to  the 
promotion  and  preservation  of  this 
ancient  practice.  The  majority  of  the 
modern  day  blacksmiths  are  amateurs  who 
seldom  fit  the  description  of  the  big, 
brawny  man  immortalized  in  poetry.  They 
come  in  both  sexes  and  from  every  walk 
of  life,  the  young  and  the  old,  the  rich 
and  the  poor  -  united  by  a  common 
fascination    with    a    creative    art  form. 

The  crowd  appeal  of  the  red  hot  steel 
and  the  ringing  anvil  makes  the 
blacksmith  a  sure  fire  attraction  at 
fairs  and  festivals  and  other  public 
events.  To  this  end,  the  Guild  is  in 
the  process  of  organizing  its  members 
and  equipment  into  demonstration  teams, 
and  already  has  been  active  in  a  number 
of  events.  At  this  time,  the  demand  has 
outstripped  the  ability  of  the 

Blacksmith's  Guild  to  supply  but  it 
hopes  to  be  able  to  increase  its 
activity  ability  in  1987. 

Anyone  interested  can  contact: 

The   Western   Canadian   Blacksmith's  Guild 
Mr.  Jerry  Paschen,  President 
11911  University  Avenue 
EDMONTON,  Alberta    T6G  1Z6 

BESSIE  BINGO  -  HOW  TO 

Requirements: 

-  A  Cow  -  "Bessie" 
-  A  Show  Ring  -  This  can  be  marked 

off  in  100  -  1ft.  squares  with  chalk  or 
mark  the  fence  to  enable  a  tape  to  be 
held  from  one  side  to  another  to 
determine  the  winning  square. 

-  A  paper  chart  with  100  squares, 
number  each  square. 

-  Sell  squares  at  $1  or  more  until 
all  squares  are  sold. 

-  At  a  special  event  or  social,  put 
the  cow  into  ring.  Everyone  crowds 
around  the  fence  and  calls  and 

encourages  Bessie  to  come  to  their 

square. -  When  Bessie  deposits  her 
'wares',  she  is  escorted  out  and  the 
judges,  using  binder  twine  as  a  measure 
determines  which  square  and  number  is 
the  winner. 

-  If  she  deposits  on  a  line  between 
two  squares,  the  holders  split  the 
winnings. 

The  squares  can  be  split  in  half  and  two 
people  pay  $1  per  \  square  or  $2  for  one 

person  per  square.  It's  important  that 
all  squares  are  sold  before  'bingo'  is 

played. 

Alberta  Agriculture  owns  the  oldest 

brand  in  Alberta,  a  left  rib,  "71" 



IDEAS  FROM  ONTARIO 
MINISTRY  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND  FOOD 

Judging  Displays 

-  Have  fairgoers  judge  a  display  (eg: 
table  setting,  nutritious  snack,  etc). 
These  may  be  set  up  in  a  row  with 
visitors  picking  up  a  scorecard  at  the 
beginning  of  the  row.  As  they  move  to 
the  end  of  the  row,  the  answers  or 
correct  judging  placement  with  reasons 
are  printed  on  a  large  poster,  visible 
only  from  the  end  of  the  display. 

-  Have  the  public  judge  an  exhibit  or 
class  by  displaying  a  large  "standards 
for  scoring"  card;  ballots  would  be 
marked  and  dropped  into  a  box.  The 
winner  of  the  class  would  be  the  one 
with  the  most  votes. 

-  Post  signs  at  the  fair  in  the  exhibit 
hall  or  near  the  judging  areas  to  give 
visitors  information  on  how  exhibits  or 
individual  entries  are  judged.  It  might 
be  as  simple  as  taking  information  from 
the  judging  standards  book,  or  some  tips 
on  what  the  judges  look  for,  then 
listing  these  on  a  neat,  wel 1 -lettered 
poster.  This  will  add  interest  to  your 
exhibits  and  may  give  new  exhibitors 
confidence  to  enter  next  year. 

-  Present  information  on  posters  about 
how  and  why  livestock  are  judged. 

Plays  and  skits  on  planting  and 
harvesting. 

-  Hands-on  feed  displays.  Run  your  hands 
(or   feet)    through   the   different  grains. 

-  Display  a  shopping  cart  full  of  local 
produce  and  ask  people  to  guess  the 
production  cost  and  retail  cost  of  its 
contents.    Winner  gets  the  produce. 

-  Invite  a  judge  to  do  a  public  judging 
session  where  a  special  class,  such  as 
chocolate  cakes,  are  judged  in  front  of 
the  visitors,  and  reasons  given.  Then 
the  cakes  could  be  auctioned  while  they 
are  still  fresh,  to  the  public.  This 
would  educate  visitors  abut  judging 
techniques. 

IDEAS  FROM  WATERLOO 

***  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  fair 
boards  of  Waterloo  Region, 
representatives  came  up  with  a  list  of 
ideas  to  improve  the  educational  content 
of  their  fairs.  Many  of  the  ideas  are 
low  cost  and  low  manpower  and  could  be 
used  in  programs  other  than  fairs.  Here 
are  a  few  of  them. 

-  Hold  contests  such  as  potato  peeling, 
pea  podding,  corn  husking  and  follow  up 
with  a  demonstration  of  food 
preservation.  (The  contest  gets  people 
to      stop,      watch      and  participate.) 

CREAM 
APPEARANCE •  Clean 
•  Uniform,  njtural  color 
•  Consistency  apoears  thick  and  even. 
•  Container  —  clean,  suitable. 
TEXTURE 
•  Uniform  smooth,  thick  consistency. 
FLAVOR  AND  ODOR 
•  Fresh,  sweet,  clean 
•  Absence  of  sour,  bitter.  ranciO,  unclean  flavors. 

Help  improve  the  quality  of  your 
exhibitor's  entries,  place  judging 
criteria  for  various  categories  in  local 

store  windows  so  they'll  know  what  to 
aim  for  or  put  a  series  of  criteria 
booklets  in  your  local  library  or  an 
accessible  office.  Think  about  printing 
them  in         your         fair  book. 



RECYCLING 

BEVERAGE  CONTAINERS 
TRe  following  beverage  containers  are 
returnable  to  beverage  container  depots 
for    their    full    cash    deposit  refund: 

Refillables 
1  L  glass 

Deposit 

750  ml  glass 
300  ml  glass  (Coca-Cola  products)10(t 
300  ml  glass  (Pepsi-Cola  products)  St 

Non-Refillables 
3  L  plastic 
2  L  plastic 
1  L  plastic 
500  ml  glass 
300  ml  glass 
Liquor  and  wine  bottles 
Soft  drink  cans 
Fruit  and  vegetable  juice  cans  2<t 
Imported  beer  bottles  lOt 
Imported  beer  cans  5^ 

Deposit 

Tot 
30t 

m 
m 
H 

St 
2t 

There  are  190  beverage  container  depots 
in  the  province  of  Alberta.  All  beverage 
container  depots  are  licensed  by  Alberta 
Environment. 

Look  in  the  yellow  pages  of  your 
telephone  book  for  depot  listings. 

Retailers  accept  refi liable  containers 
of  the  kind,  size  and  brand  they  sell, 
up  to  14  containers  per  person,  per  day. 

Most    containers    returned    to  beverage 
container  depots  are  recycled.  Example: 

-Aluminum  cans  are  made  into  more 
aluminum  cans 

-  Glass  is  made  into  glass  beads  or 
more  glass  containers 

-  Plastic   is   made   into  fibrefill 
1 ining 

Returning  your  beverage  containers  helps 
prevent    littering    and    aids  recycling. 

PAPER 

Newspapers  can  be  recycled  into  things 
like  insulation,  building  products  and 
iTiore  paper  products. 

There  are  more  than  50  paper  collection 
projects  operating  in  rural  Alberta. 

The  following  paper  companies  will  take 
paper  for  recycling: 

1.  Allied  Paper  Savers  -  Edmonton 
(470-1648) 

2.  Bel  kin  Paper  Stock  -  Edmonton 
(464-4761),  Calgary  -  (243-5705) 

3.  Dice-A-Bed  Marketing  -  Edmonton 
(458-3423) 

4.  Foothills  Conservation  -  Calgary 
(236-7777) 

5.  I.G.  Paper  -  Calgary  (265-2128) 

Call  these  companies  for  paper  bin 
locations  in  Edmonton  and  Calgary. 

USED  OIL 

Used  Lube  Oil  can  be  re-refined  into  new 
lubricating  oils.  Oil  never  wears  out 
and  can  be  re-used  over  and  over. 

There  are  more  than  40  collection  tanks 
located  in  rural  Alberta. 

Used  oil  may  be  returned  to  service 
stations  displaying  the  Oil   Drop  symbol: 

HOUSEHOLD  GLASS 

There  are  six  glass  collection  projects 
operating  in  rural  Alberta. 

The  following  companies  accept  household 
glass  for  recycling: 

1.  Canisphere  Industries  -  Calgary 
(297-2296) 

2.  Domglas    Inc.    -   Redcliff  (548-3901) 
3.  Contain-A-Way    -    Calgary  (250-9141) 

Edmonton  (465-0621) 

For  more  information  contact  Alberta 
Environment,  Pollution  Control  Division, 

Waste     Management     Branch     at  427-5868. 



ALBERTA  CULTURE 
ALBERTA  PERFORMING  ARTISTS  1986-87 

INTRODUCTION 

The  Alberta  Performing  Artists  Tourism 
Directory  is  produced  by  Alberta  Culture 
as  a  service  to  performers,  presenters, 
agents  and  managers,  educators,  the 
entertainment  industry  and  the  general 
publ ic. 

It  should  be  noted  that  inclusion  in  the 
Directory  does  not  constitute  an 
endorsement    of    a    particular  listing. 

Also,  community  presenting  organizations 
are  not  restricted  to  selecting  artists 
from  those  listed  in  the  Directory. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  best  use  of  this 
publication,  please  read  the  following 
information  carefully. 

SERVICES 

Alberts  Culture  Performing  Arts  Touring 
Office  offers: 

1.  An  inventory  of  Alberta  artists 
interested  in  touring  in  Alberta, 
nationally  and  internationally. 
2.  A  listing  of  community  presenters 
and  organizations  throughout  Alberta, 
outlining  detailed  information  on 
facilities,  series  format,  and  contact 
person.  This  profile  listing  is 
available  upon  request. 
3.  Information  and  referral  on  the 
availability  of  national  artists. 
4.  Regional  organization  and 
coordination  throughout  the  Province  of 
Alberta. 
5.  Consultative  services/workshops  in 
the  presentation  of  performing  arts 
programs. 
6.  Consultative  services  on  marketing 
and  presentations  for  artists  nationally 
and  internationally. 
7.  The  presentation  of  an  annual 
Showcase  for  artists,  presenters,  agents 
and  managers,  also  featuring  a  contact 
room. 
8.  The  presentation  of  annual 
Performance  Plus  sessions  in  cooperation 

with  Teachers'  Conventions  throughout 
Alberta. 

Responsibil  ities 

In  the  engagement  of  artists  listed  in 

the  Directory,  the  presenters' 
responsibilities  are  normally  as 
fol lows: 

1.  Selection  of  artists  and  season 

programming. 
2.  Provision  of  suitable  facilities  for 
the  performance. 
3.  Maintenance  of  box  office  and  front- 
of-house  services  and  staff. 
4.  All    local    publicity    and  promotion. 

5.  Payment  of  artists'  fees  and  all 
contractual  arrangements. 

FEES 

In  many  cases,  artists  list  their  fees 
as  negotiable.  Expenses  normally  part 
of  the  performance  fee,  such  as 
transportation,  subsistence,  and  the 
performance  structure  can  vary  from 
community  to  community.  Presenting 
organizations  should  discuss  special 
circumstances  with  each  artist  or 
manager. 

FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE 

Community  non-profit  presenters  who  run 
a  "season"  series  of  three  or  more 
separate  performances  will  be  eligible 
for  the  following  assistance  from 
Alberta  Culture: 

1.  Up  to  E>07o  of  the  artist's  fees  where 
the  artist  or  group  are  residents  of 
Alberta. 

2.  Up  to  30%  of  the  artists'  fees  where 
the  artist  or  group  reside  outside 
Alberta,  but  within  Canada. 

3.  Up  to  20%  of  the  artists'  or  group's 
fee  in  all  other  r^ases. 



Alberta  Culture -  Cont'd. COOKBOOK  PROJECT 

PERFORMANCE  IN  SCHOOLS 

Artists  and  Companies  listed  in  this 
section  have  a  special  interest  in 
performing  for  students.  Where 
appropriate,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
provide  a  description  of  school  programs 
offered.  Most  artists  provide  study 
materials  for  teachers  before  or  after 
their  performance. 

Responsibil ities 

In  the  engagement  of  artists  listed  in 
the  Directory,  the  educational 

institutions'  responsibilities  are 
normally  as  follows: 
1.  Selection  of  artists  and  workshops. 
2.  Provision  of  suitable  facilities  for 
the  performance. 

3.  Payment  of  artists'  fees  and  all 
contractual  arrangements. 

FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE 

Generally,  fees  for  school  performances 
and  workshops  are  lower  than  those  for 
public  performances.  Alberta  Culture 
offers  a  direct  subsidy  to  artists  for 
the  presentation  of  educational  programs 
thus  assists  in  keeping  fees  to  schools 
affordable. 

For  further  information  and  catalogues, 
contact: 

Alberta  Culture 

Performing  Arts  Touring 
nth  Floor,  C.N.  Tower 
10004  -  104  Avenue 
EDMONTON,  Alberta    T5J  0K5 

Telephone: (403)427-2559 

"Best  Of  The  Fairs" 

The  cookbook  "Best  of  the  Fairs",  is  now 
available  for  distribution.  It  is  a 

quality  publication  containing  12  full 
color  pages  with  over  200  recipes  from 
some  90  fairs  across  Canada. 

Cost  to  the  fairs  is  approximately  $7.50 
per  book  depending  on  the  quantity 
ordered  and  method  of  payment  chosen  by 
the  fair.  Books  will  retail  from  $9.95 
to  $11.95  with  the  exact  price  being 
determined  by  the  fair.  This  will 
provide  the  fair  with  a  profit  margin  of 
$2.45  to  $4.45  per  book. 

15,000  have  already  been  ordered  by 
fairs  across  Canada.  In  the  majority  of 
cases,  the  cookbook  is  being  sold  in  the 
homecrafts  area  of  the  fair  by  the 
committee.  Profits  are  being  used  to 
improve  the  homecrafts  section.  Other 
methods  being  used  include  selling  the 
books  at  craft  shows,  at  information 
booths,  from  the  main  office,  in  special 
sales  booths  in  exhibit  halls  and  at 

booths  being  operated  during  the  fair  by 
other  community  groups. 

Several  fairs  have  given  the  project  to 
local  4-H  clubs  and  Senior  Citizen 
groups  as  a  fund  raising  project. 

Many  of  our  member  fairs  and  exhibitions 
have  not  yet  requested  any  cookbooks! 
Greatest  support  has  come  from  smaller 
class  C  and  D  fairs  who  welcome  the 

opportunity  to  make  several  hundred 
dollars  profit  with  a  minimum  of  effort. 

Member  fairs  that  have  not  yet  submitted 
a  request  for  cookbooks  are  asked  to  do 
so  at  an  early  date.  Orders  are  filled 
on  a  first  come  -  first  served  basis  and 
quantities  for  the  first  printing  are 
limited. 

CONTACT:      Canadain  Assoc.   of  Exhibitions 
Box  409,  Station  C 
TORONTO,    Ontario  M6J  3P5 

Phone:    (416)  595-1375 



fa^rixi  sa^fetv 

lets  ta^Uk  about... 

FARM  ACCIDENTS  RELATED  TO  BALING  MACHINES, 
BALING,  BALE  HANDLING  AND  TRANSPORTATION 

Can  you  afford  to  be  involved  in  an 
accident  this  hay  season?  One  hundred 
and  fourteen  accidents,  74  of  which 
resulted  in  injuries  and  40  deaths  were 
investigated  between  1976  and  1985. 

Accidents  associated  with  using  balers 
may  be  grouped  into  two  categories, 
namely,  incidents  involving  the  baling 
machines  and  those  associated  with  bale 
handling  and  transportation. 

Some  of  the  hazards  related  to  balers 
include  pinching  by  chains  and 
sprockets,  pull-in  by  rollers,  cutting 
by  blades  and  wrapping  by  power  take  off 
shafts. 

Hazards  of  bale  handling  include  raising 
bale  too  high  on  front  end  loader  with 
bale  rolling  upon  operator  and  falling 
off  wagon  and  being  run  over. 

The  Farm  Safety  Program  has  prepared  a 
report  on  farm  accidents  related  to 
baling  machines,  baling,  bale  handling 
and  transportation.  Through  charts  and 
tables,  the  report  outlines:  the  types 
of  baling  accidents,  the  age  groups  most 
frequently  involved  in  accidents,  types 
of  injuries  sustained,  activities  of 
victims,  where  and  when  accidents 
occurred,  how  they  occurred, 
contributing  factors  to  accidents  and 
safety  measures. 

The  report  is  available  from  the  Farm 
Safety  Program,  Alberta  Agriculture,  2nd 
Floor,  7000  -  113  Street,  Edmonton, 
Alberta,  T6H  5T6,  phone:  427-2186. 

Have        a         safe         hay  harvest! 

DON'T  PUT  OFF  SEEING  THE  DOCTOR 

Anyone  feeling  the  effects  of  exposure 
to  farm  chemicals  should  see  a  doctor 
immediately,  says  a  pesticide  specialist 
with  Alberta  Agriculture. 

Dr.  Moe  Hussain,  a  pesticide 
toxicologist,  says  proper  use  of 
insecticides  and  herbicides  should 

prevent  any  problems,  but  if  an  accident 

does  occur,  don't  fool  around. 

Some  of  these  chemicals  are  fairly 
hazardous  and  if  proper  precautions  are 
not  taken,  many  farmers  could  experience 

symptoms  caused  by  exposure  to  them",  he 
says.  "Farmers  should  seek  medical 
attention    immediately    if    this  happens." 

Exposure  may  occur  from  spills  and 
splashes  when  a  farmer  is  pouring  the 
concentrated  pesticide  powder  or  liquid 
from  the  container  into  the  sprayer.  Or 
spray  drift,  while  applying  the  chemical 
to  the  field,  could  get  onto  the  skin  or 
be  inhaled.  Hussain  notes  the  tractor 
cab  does  not  provide  any  protection  from 
exposure  to  drift. 

If  a  farmer  fails  to  use  the  recommended 

respirator,  goggles,  gloves  and 
coveralls,  he  is  asking  for  trouble  says 
Hussain.  Without  the  protective  gear  he 
may  be  exposed  to  sufficient  chemical  in 
a  day  to  experience  symptoms. 

Early  signs  of  exposure  to  insecticides 
include  headache,  dizziness  and  slight 
nausea.  Later  symptoms  are  blurring  of 
vision,  stomach  cramps,  diarrhea, 
vomiting  and  constricted  pupils  of  the 
eye.  In  most  causes  symptoms  do  not 
progress  beyond  this  point. 

In  technical  terms,  Hussain  says  the 
symptoms  are  usually  brought  on  because 
of  inhibition  of  the  chol inesterase 
enzyme  in  the  body. 

Most  Alberta  hospitals  have  a  poison 
manual  in  the  emergency  department  for 
treating  insecticide  poisoning. 

For  further  information  contact: 

Dr.     Moe     Hussain,     phone  427-4438 



INVITATION 

"You"  Can  Make  It  Happen 

Last  November,  the  women  attending  the 

Second  National  Farm  Women's  Conference 
in  Charlottetown  asked  for  a  national 
network  to  help  them  communicate  with 
one  another.  The  result  is  the  brand 

new  "Canadian  Farm  Women's 
Network/Le  Reseau  Canadien  Des 

Agricul trices. "  It  has  two  main 
purposes:  to  collect  and  distribute 
information  to  keep  farm  women  better 
informed  and  up  to  date  on  agricultural 
issues,  and  to  serve  as  a  link  between 

farm  women's  groups  across  Canada. 

The  network  hopes  to  hire  an  executive 
secretary  and  open  an  office  as  a 
research  centre,  clearing  house  and 
central  contact  point  for  farm  women. 
To  become  a  full  member,  a  farm  woman 
must  meet  one  of  the  following  criteria; 
be  owner,  partner,  or  shareholder  in  a 
family  farm;  derive  income  from  farming; 
be  a  former  or  retired  farmer. 
Associated  subscriber  status  is 
available  to  interested  persons. 
However,  only  bona-fide  farm  women 
members  will  be  eligible  to  sit  on  the 
advisory  board  or  act  as  voting 
delegates  at  future  national  conferences. 

The  newsletter  will  hopefully  be  issued 
3-4  times  per  year,  be  bilingual  and 
include  news  from  each  of  the  provinces 
on  issues  and  events.  Contributions  can 
be    made    through    your  representative. 

The  Alberta  Contact  is  Mary  Newton, 

through  the  Canadian  Farm  Women's 
Network,  Newsletter  she  reports,  "YOU  Can 
Make  It  Happen  -  In  Alberta  -  In  Canada. 
We  have  just  had  an  election  here  -  how 
many  of  you  Alberta  farm  women  voted  and 
if  not,  why  not? 

At  a  recent  conference,  I  heard  a  lot  of 

complaining  because  this  or  that  wasn't 
available  or  some  government  official 

didn't  respond  the  way  they  should  have 
to   a   particular   situation   or  question. 

I  think  it  is  high  time  that  we  as 
individuals  take  more  initiative,  be 
more  responsible  for  our  own  actions  and 
those  of  our  elected  officials  as  well  as 
appointed  ones.  A  look  at  my  local 
telephone  directory  lists  over  21 
Provincial  Government  phone  numbers  with 
an  additional  7  Zenith  numbers. 

The  responsibility  lies  with  the 

individual  to  find  out  what's  available 
and  USE  IT. 

There  are  many  excellent  farm  groups 
crying  for  membership  but  what  do  we 
see?  More  splinter  groups  forming. 

Let's  get  our  act  together  farmers,  our 
strength  is  in  a  unified  front.  How 

many  times  have  our  M.L.A.'s  and  M.P.'s 
stressed  this  but  we  blindly  forge  ahead 
on  our  separate  ways. 

Don't  sit  back  and  complain.  Involve 
yourself.  Educate  yourself.  YOU  can 

make  it  happen! " Contact:    Mary  Newton 
Irma,  Alberta 
TOB  2H0 

Phone:  (403)  754-2261 

RURAL  ORGANIZATION  TIP 

***  Sometimes  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
new  ideas.  Here  are  some  ways  to 
increase  the  generation  of  ideas  within 

your  organization. 
1.  Reduce  the  effects  of  a  dominating 
leader.  Have  someone  else  -  an  outside 
person  or  another  member  of  the  group 
lead  the  group  in  a  brainstorming 
session. 
2.  Reward  or  reinforce  the  generation 
of  ideas,  especially  if  there  is  a  past 
history  of  ideas  being  criticized  or 
ignored  in  your  organization. 
3.  Raise  the  level  of  trust  within  the 

group.  Make  the  group  a  comfortable 
size  and  constituted  of  people  who  are 
in  some  way  compatible. 
4.  Make  clear  the  guidelines  for 
brainstorming  -  that  the  quality  of 
ideas  is  important  and  that  evaluating 
or  criticizing  ideas  is  not  appropriate 
at  this  point. 
5.  Never  allow  an  idea  to  be  considered 
to     death     before     it     is  implemented. 



 —QUILTING  ..^^ 

AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETIES  COUNTRY  FAIRS 
Featured  in  Arts  Newsletter 

Alberta  Culture 

Every  summer,  from  May  to  October, 
hundreds  of  rural  Albertans,  young  and 
old  prepare  fair  entries  and  flock  to 
exhibit  at  150  of  these  one  to  three  day 
events. 

In  addition  to  many  live  demonstrations 

from  pottery  to  poultry  plucking,  you'll 
find  an  array  of  quilting,  painting, 
woodworking  and  sculpture;  basketry, 
woven  hangings  and  clothes,  traditional 
and  creative  embroidery,  knitting, 
crochet;  soft         sculpture  and 
photography.  Folk  arts  and  crafts 
intertwine  with  gems  of  fairly 
sophisticated  craftsmanship.  Amidst 
displays  of  horticultural  arrangements, 
garden  produce  and  sheaves  of  grains, 
the  smell  of  homemade  bread,  cakes  and 
cookies  entice  visitors  to  view  jars  of 
sparkling   jellies,    jams    and  preserves. 

Fiddlers'  Contests,  local  dance  groups. 
Itttle  theatre  productions  and  other 
entertainment  are  often  interspersed 
throughout  displays.  Tractor  pulls, 
blacksmi thing,  tug-of-war,  races  and 
livestock  shows  add  to  the  celebration 
of  life  at  the  fair. 

With  what  appears  to  be  a  magician's 
si  ight-of-hand,  a  local  craftsperson 
transforms  dog  and  rabbit  hair  or 

sheep's  wool  into  fine  or  textured 
yarn.  Alongside  the  demonstrations,  a 
display  of  homespun  yarns  shares  the 
limelight  with  articles  from  woven  socks 
to  wall  hangings.  The  awe  of  where  it 
all  began  is  reflected  in  the 

spectator's  faces. 

Telltale  signs  of  community  history  are 
evident  as  citizens  dressed  in  costumes 
of  the  past  share  memories  while  they 
replicate  an  old-time  quilting  bee, 
staff  historical  displays  or  entertain 

young  visitors  with  old-fashioned 
rope-making  demonstrations.  The  fair 
itself  is  reminiscent  of  the  spring  and 
harvest  fairs  of  the  past.  An 
opportunity  to  share  the  results  of 
varied  interests,  a  show  of  local 
culture  and  the  intricacy  of  the 
community. 

The  rural  fair  gives  people  an 
opportunity  to  involve  others  in  the 
purpose  of  the  agricultural  society. 
"To  encourage  improvement  in 
agriculture,  horticulture,  homemaking 
and  the  quality  of  life  in  the 

agricultural  community."  Many  skills which  could  otherwise  be  lost  in  search 
for  more  contemporary  means  of 
communication  and  technology,  survive  in 
these  indigenous  settings.  There  are 
284  agricultural  societies  in  Alberta 
and  this  year  they  are  looking  at  the 
possibility  of  a  Provincial  Quilting 
Competition  three  years  from  now,  if 
there  is  adequate  interest. 

To  date,  Rae  has  received  replies  from 

11  quilt  groups  and  80  individuals.  It's 
looking  good.  Keep  up  the  promotions, 
the  more  the  merrier! 

INFORMATION 

A  1984  Canadian  Gallup  Poll  identified 
the    following    reasons    for  volunteering: 

Believe  in/interested  in  cause    21% 
Personal/family   involvement    19% 
Needed/was  asked  to  volunteer    15% 
Enjoy  it/am  interested    11% 
To  help  people    11% 
Like  to  help  children/youth    5% 
Like  to  help  those  in  need    4% 
Community/ local   need    4% 
Gives  peace  of  mind/good  feeling    2% 
Other  reasons    8% 
Total    100% 



BRIEF    ENCOURAGED   BY   ALBERTA  AGRICULTURE 
CROP  INSURANCE  REVIEW  PANEL 

On  January  29,  1986,  the  Alberta 
Minister  of  Agriculture  announced  that 
Alberta  would  carry  out  a  comprehensive 
review  of  the  Canada-Alberta  Crop 
Insurance  Program.  The  minister  asked 
Dallas  W.  Schmidt  to  chair  the  Crop 
Insurance  Review  Panel  to  carry  out  the 
review  and  make  recommendations  to 
Government  regarding  the  future 
direction  of  crop  insurance  in  Alberta. 

Crop  insurance  has  served  Alberta 
farmers  for  over  20  years.  The  past  two 
years  of  drought,  the  worst  experience 
since  the  thirties,  has  severely  tested 
the     program.  Given     this  recent 
experience,  it  is  most  appropriate  to 

review  farmer's  needs  for  protection 
from  crop  losses  and  the  program's 
ability  to  meet  these  needs. 

In  order  to  carry  out  the  review,  it  is 
extremely  important  for  the  panel  to 
have  input  on  the  nature  and  direction 
of  crop  insurance  from  producers,  farm 
organizations  and  associations. 

This  is  an  opportunity  for  agricultural 
societies  to  present  a  brief  outlining 
their  concerns  as  well  as  their 
recommendations  for  improvement.  This 
is  an  opportunity  to  fulfil  the 
following  objectives  of  agricultural 
societies,  according  to  the  Agricultural 
Societies  Act. 

"The  objects  of  a  society  shall  be 
to  encourage  improvement  in  agriculture, 
horticulture,  homemaking  and  the  quality 

of  life   in   the  agricultural  community" 

In  order  to  schedule  the  hearings, 
please  advise  Raymond  Stemp  (422-5876) 
if  you  will  be  presenting  a  brief  and 
which  location  you  would  prefer  for 
presentation.  A  background  paper  for 
Public  Hearings,  is  also  available  at  all 
Alberta  Agriculture  District  Offices  or 
upon  request. 

The  review  of  the  Canada-Alberta  Crop 
Insurance  Program  has  been  given  a  very 
high  priority.  We  know  this  is  an  off 
season  time  for  agricultural  society 
meetings,  however,  we  encourage  you  to  give 
this  concern  serious  consideration. 

SCHEDULE  FOR  PRESENTING  BRIEFS 

Formal  Briefs 

Four  public  hearings  will  be  held  at 
Lethbridge,  Calgary,  Edmonton  and  Peace 
River  to  receive  written  briefs  from 
farm  organizations.  Agricultural  Service 
Boards,  Agricultural  Development 
Committees,  farmers  and  other  interested 
parties.  The  hearings  will  be  held  the 
first   2  weeks   of  September,   as  follows: 

i)    Lethbridge  -  September  2,  1986 1:00  p.m. 

-  September  3,  1986 
9:00  a.m. 

At  the  Lethbridge  Lodge 

ii)    Calgary  -  September  4,  1986 9:00  a.m. 

-  September  5,  1986 
9:00  a.m. 

At  the  Village  Park  Inn 
1804    Crowchild    Trail,    NW,  Calgary 

iii)      Peace   River   -   September   9,  1986 
9:00  a.m. 

-     September     10,  1986 
9:00  a.m. 

At  the  Travellers  Motor  Hotel  in 
Peace  River 

iv)    Edmonton  -  September  11,  1986 9:00  a.m. 

-  September  12,  1986 
9:00  a.m. 

At  the  Convention  Inn  Hotel 
4404  Calgary  Trail,  Edmonton 



Crop    Insruance    Review    Panel    -  Cont'd. 

Pre-registration  is  encouraged.  If 
possible,  please  let  the  panel  know  by 
phone  which  of  the  above  meetings  you 
will  attend  and  forward  a  copy  of  your 
brief.    Mail  to: 

Crop  Insurance  Review  Panel 
Attention:    Raymond  Stemp 
Room  306,  3rd  Floor 
7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta     T6H  5T6 
Phone:  422-5876 

Informal  Briefs 

Once  harvest  is  well  along,  a  number  of 
less  formal  meetings  will  be  held 
throughout  the  province.  Individual 
farmers  are  encouraged  to  attend  these 
meetings  to  present  their  views  on  crop 
insurance.  While  written  briefs  will 
not  be  required,  they  will  be  accepted 
at  these  meetings.  Discussion  between 
the  panel  and  producers  is  intended  with 
the  producers  expressing  their  views  and 
concerns  and  the  panel  inviting  producer 
response  to  approaches  that  might  be 
considered  in  improving  the  crop 
insurance  program. 

Location  and  dates  of  these  meetings 
will  be  widely  advertised  as  soon  as 
they  are  confirmed. 

SCHEDULE  A 

-ALBERTA  CROP  INSURANCE  REVIEW  PANEL 

Chai  rman 

Member 

Member 

-  Dallas  W.  Schmidt, 
Ma-Me-0  Beach 

-  C.  S.  (Johnny)  Vos, 
Keg  River 

-  E.  Sikora,  Warspite 

Member 
-  R. 

F.  Hymas,  Standard 

Member 
-  J. 

Thacker,  Burdett 

Member 
-  N. 

Pengelly,   MLA,  Innisfail 

Member 
-  G. 

Clegg,  MLA,  Dunvegan 

Member 
-  R. 

Fischer,   MLA,  Wainwright 

A.A.A.S.  is  pleased  to  welcome  Cordon 
Zieglar  from  Vegreville  on  to  the  Board  of 
Directors.  He  joins  Chris  Maggs  from 
Grimshaw  who  was  elected  at  the  annual 
meeting. 

The  A.A.A.S.  Honorary  Membership  Award 
forms  have  gone  out  and  I  hope  you  will 
take  the  opportunity  of  recommending  a 
deserving  volunteer  for  this  award.  More 
forms  will  be  sent  out  in  the  fall. 

Summer  fairs  are  now  well   under  way.  I 
hope  that  the   inclement  weather  has  not 
dampened  spirits.  Good  wishes  to  you  and 
the  army  of  volunteers. 

Our     supply     of    wired     tags     is  again 
dwindling;  so  if  you  still  need  some  for 
this  year,  hurry  while  stocks  last!! 

The  board  is  busy  working  on  various 
projects  at  the  moment  and  it  is  hoped 
that  there  will  be  some  interesting 
information  available  about  those  in  the 
fall. 



4-H  MASCOT  FOUND 

A  Mdscot  for  ̂ -H  in  Alberta  has  been 
found.  It  was  discovered  late  in  May  by 
a  search  team  at  4-H  headquarters  in 
Edmonton . 

The  searchers 
Provincial  4-H 
their  teen-aged 

are     rriembers      cf"  the 
Promotion    Comimi  otee  and 

advisors. 

They   found  the  w^nnifig 
entries     submitted  to 
Competition.  Ycur.g 
grade    four    to  twelve 

mascot  among  315 
the    4-H  Tiascot 
Albertar.s,  from 
submitted  their 

creative  ideas  of  what  a  4-h  mascot 
should  look  like.  The  three-m.cnth  long 
contest  ended  Friday,  May  16th. 

The  cash  prizes 
Alberta  Grocers 
and  Associated 

Calgary.  This 

were  provided  jointly  by 
Wholesale  of  Edmonton 
Grocers     Wholesale  o^ 

is    the   thi"rd   corisecut^"  ve year  these  sponsoring  companies  hav 
taken    part    in    provincial    4-H  promotior 

"Cleaver" , 
name  for 
character 

Shari 's 

was 
the 

chosen    as    the  official 

toothy    4-H    mascot.  The 
will      be      transfoniied  from 

origifidl        concept,       to  a 
ife-sized    costunie    which    can  be v/ur  n 

The  provincial  4-h  Promotion  Committee 
plans  to  debut  the  mascot  at  the  Calgary 
Stampede  and  Edmonton  Klondike  parades 
and  various  exhibitions  and  fairs 
throughout     Alberta     during     the  summer. 

The  winning  entry  was  conceived  and 
drawn  by  Shari  Machacek,  16,  a  grade  10 

student  from  W.  R.  hyer's  School  in 
Taber,  Alberta.  Her  drawing  of  a  puogy, 
bucktoothed  beaver  was  selected  as  the 
grand  prize  winner,  Shari  wen  $144.44 
and  various  4-H  related  prizes. 

F-irst  and  second  place  winiiers  were 
selected  in  three  school  grade 
categories.  In     first     place  were: 
Douglas  Robinson,  5,  a  graoe  four 
student  from  St.  Paul  Elementary  School; 
Jane  Rittenhouse,  15,  a  grade  eight 
student  at  Si f ton  High  School  in  Camrose 
and  member  of  the  Camrcse  Easy  Rider  4-H 
Club,  and  Ken  Scott,  16,  a  grade  ten 
student  at  J.R.  Robson  High  School, 
Vermilion.  Each  will  receive  S88.88  and 

various  4-H  related  prizes. 
Placing  second  were:  Amy  Hoi  1 ingsworth , 
10,  of  Foremost,  a  4-H  member  and  grade 
five  student  from  Masinasin  School; 
Carri  Downe,  14,  a  4-H  Light  Horse  Club 
member  and  grade  nine  student  at  Carbon 
High  School  and,  Darcy  Nott,  15,  a  4-H 
Beef  Club  miemiber  and  grade  ten  student 
at  Innisfree  High  School.  Each  will 
receive  $44.44  and  various  4-H  related 
prizes . 

cc^^TOf^J^     ̂ ^k^^HWe  A  MASCOT 



Submitted  by:    Jeff  Mi  Hang, 
Regional  4-H  Assistant 
Stettler 

Agricultural  societies  have  played  an 
important  role  in  the  development  of 
rural  Alberta.  With  the  International 
Youth  Year  finishing,  we  have  seen  many 
efforts  to  help  our  youth.  But  why  stop 
now? 

One  avenue  to  consider  that  is  little 
work  for  the  agricultural  societies,  is 
to  help  with  the  recruitment,  enrollment 
in  the  4-H  organization. 

The  4-H  organization  is  not  asking  for 
the  societies  to  go  all  out  and  recruit 
everything.  What  we  are  asking  for  is  a 
little  help  in  promoting  the 
organization.  Some  things  as  simple  as 
hanging  a  poster  with  the  variety  of 
projects  and  the  different  clubs  in  your 
area. 

Another  idea  the  societies  may  like  to 
try  is  to  post  a  list  of  clubs  and  their 
reorganizational  meetings  in  the  fall  so 

that  people  who  come  into  the  society's 
offices  have  an  opportunity  to  view  and 
note  these  posters. 

Since  the  agricultural  society's  are 
centrally  based  and  provide  a  focal 
point  for  activity,  why  not  offer  your 
facilities  for  club  meetings,  district 
meetings  or  workshops. 

Through  your  efforts  of  helping  promote 
4-H,  you  improve  your  contacts  by 
drawing  a  wider  section  of  clientele. 
The  effort  used  to  support  4-H,  exhibits 
your  dedication  to  all  sections  of 
society  including  your  youth,  you  not 
only  increase  your  contacts  and  exposure 
you  have  the  potential  for  drawing  in 
youth  members  of  your  own. 

The  agricultural  societies  of  Alberta 
have  been  very  supportive  of  the  4-H 
organization,  providing  resource  persons, 
facilities  and  helping  the  clubs  with  fund 
raising.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  be 
associated  with  a  group  of  people  such  as 
yourselves  and  hope  this  association 
continues  for  many  years. 

DID  YOU  KNOW? 

That  there  are  21  members  in  the  4-H  Hall 
of  Fame.    The  newest  members  are: 

Dorothy  Schell,  Castor 
Bill  Palmer,  Medicine  Hat 

Reg  Gray,  Edmonton 

RAE'S  IMPRESSIONS  OF  EXPO 

-  Clean  grounds  -  unbelievably  clean 

grounds! -  The  Folklife  Pavilion,  a  well  planned 
small  fair  within  Expo,  demonstrations 
of  crafts  and  food  preparation,  story- 

telling performers,  musicians,  food 
outlets  and  sales  areas.  A  place  to 
sit  and  relax! 

-  Richard  White,   an  Alberta  artist  who 
set  to  music  the  poetry  of  one  of  the 
finest  Islandic  poets,  Stephan 
Stephansson   to   give   powerful  insights 
into  the  lives  of  immigrants. 
Beautiful  and  touching! 

-  Our  hosts  and  hostesses  at  Folklife. 
They  maintained  an  up-front  positive, 
friendly,  helpful  manner  no  matter  what 
"little  frustrations"  challenged  their 
area.  They  made  amateurs  like  my 

husband  and  I  look  like  old  'pros'  - Great  People! 
-  The  Volunteers,  they  relayed  a  feeling 
of  confidence  in  being  an  important 
part  of  the  Folklife  team.  And  they 
were! 

Simple  things;  clean  well-planned  grounds 
and  buildings,  great  hosts,  good  enter- 

tainment, informed  volunteers.  These 
memories  indicate  that  this  team  of 
volunteers  and  staff  planned  together. 
Great  morale  and  a  great  sense  of  pride 
and  caring!  Oh,  ..  yes.  Expo  was 
exciting! 

Rae  and  her  husband  were  invited  by  the 
Folklife  Pavilion  to  show  and  demonstrate 
a  Czechoslovakian  craft,  corn  husk  dolls 
and  Ukranian  willow  baskets  and  willow 
furniture. 



WHO  YOU  GONNA  CALL? STRESSBUSTERS!! 

Stress!!  You    tense    up.     Your  pulse 
increases.       Your   mouth    is    dry.  Your 
palms    are  sweaty    and    cold    and  your 
stomach  has  butterflies. 

Stress  is  your  reaction  to  an  event.  It 
can  be  negative  or  positive.  It  depends 
on  how  you  manage  it.  Most  people  think 
of  a  holiday  as  positive  stress;  a  farm 
accident  is  negative  stress. 

A  little  bit  of  stress  in  our  lives  is 
good.  It  keeps  us  in  tone,  awake  and 
alive.  A  lot  of  constant  unmanaged 
stress  leads  to  heart  attacks.  What  we 
need  to  do  in  our  lives  is  manage  the 
stress.  . 

How  do  you  manage  your  stress?  You 
reduce  it!    Here  are  some  ways: 

*  Reduce  the  time  you  worry. 
Remember  today  is  tomorrow's  yesterday. 
You  can't  do  anything  about  yesterday's 
events  so  live  today  and  plan  for 
tomorrow. 

*  Have   a    healthy   body.  Eat 
balanced    meals,    exercise  regularly 

get  a  good  night's  sleep. 
*  Take  a  1-o-n-g  hot  bath.  It 

put   variety   into  your  life, 
your  daily  schedule  by  putting 
up.      Break   up   your  yearly  schedule 
taking  a  holiday. 

*  Plan  for  self-time.  Plan  time 
into  your  day  for  doing  something  you 
want  to  do,  not  need  to  do 

*  Listen    to  music. 
you. 

well 
and 

will 
Break  up 

your  feet 

by 

or  have  to  do. 
Music  relaxes 

Learn  to  say  "no" Say    no  when 

do   a  job  and   don't  have 
do    better   work    on  your 
You'll  feel  better  about 

your  asked  to 

time.  You'll 
committed  jobs, 
yourself. 

*  Avoid  procrastination, 
and  get  it  done. 

*  Avoid    storing    up  hurt 
Deal    with   the  hurt   right  away 
feel  better. 

Do  it  now 

feelings. 

You'll 

COMMUNITY  CONTACTS: 

Fairs 

Olds  Plowing  Match 

Information  Meetings 

Trochu  Beaumont 

Orientation 

Yellowhead  (Edson) 
Rosal ind 

Other 

Grassland,  Capital  Grant 
A.A.A.S. ,  Board  Meeting 
Carstairs  Gleichen 
Cherry  Grove  Winfield 
Strathmore  Nanton 

QUESTION:    IS  IT  SUMMER  YET? 

Have  faith,  the  sun  has  graced  Alberta 
Skies  .  .  . 

"and  as  we  watch  it  down  the  west. 
As  it  early  sings  to  rest; 
Then  with  sorrow  at  our  hearts. 

Sigh  -  "How  soon  the  sun  departs!" Caroline  May 

Stress  will  always  be  in  your  life. 
Whether  it  is  good  or  bad  depends  on  how 
you  manage  it. 

Coreene  Dupilka,  D.H.E. 
Athabasca 



Agricultural  Societies 
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OCTOBER  1986 
NEW  APPROACH  PLANNED  FOR  WORKSHOPS 

All  agricultural  societies  will  receive 
a  letter  in  October  asking  for  an 
indication  of  preferred  workshop  topics, 
date  and  whether  you  would  like  a  day  or 
evening  workshop.  A  list  of  topics  and 
suggested  dates  will  be  provided  with 
the  letter.  We  will  also  ask  you  to 
indicate  if  you  are  interested  in 
hosting  the  workshop.  Consider  in- 

volving other  local  groups  in  the  work- 
shop. 

We  will  be  asking  you  to  respond  to  our 
letter  by  a  particular  date  so  that  we 
can  correlate  all  of  the  responses,  in 
order  to  develop  a  schedule  of 
workshops.  Requests  will  be  combined  so 
that  we  can  meet  with  a  number  of 
agricultural    societies    at    one  time. 

NEW  FORM  FOR  OPERATING  GRANTS 
TO  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETIES 

Feedback    from   many  agricultural 
ieties  has   indicated  that  a  new, 
useful     form    was     required  for 
operating  grant  application. 

The  new  form  is  being  mailed  with 
this  Newsletter.    It  features 
columns  for  cash  expenses  claimer 
by  month.    Each  column  can  be 
subdivided  if  you  operate  more 
than  one  facility. 

To  complete  the  form,  simply 
total  expenses  for  columns  a) 
through  d)  and  enter  under  Total 
Expenses  Claimed,  date  and  sign 
the     bottom    declaration     and  include 
photocopies    of    bills    and  cancelled 
cheques. 

Let  us  know  how  the  new  form  works  for 

^Ibcrra 
AGRICULTURE 

Through  this  approach  we  hope  to  provide 
more  flexibility  for  agricultural  soc- 

ieties and  for  ourselves.  Hosting 
agricultural  societies  will  be  able  to 
take  into  account  local  travel  patterns 
when  deciding  who  to  invite.  The  work- 

shop content  and  time  will  reflect 
preferences  in  each  area  of  the  province. 

This  approach  will  allow  us  to  conduct 
the  workshops  over  a  longer  time  span  and 
we  will  be  able  to  schedule  them  accord- 

ing to  other  demands  on  our  time.  If  you 
have  any  questions  or  comments,  call  Rae, 
Helen  or  Andy  at  427-2171. 

Involvement  in  the  workshop  will  meet  two 
of  the  objectives  of  agricultural  soc- 

ieties, ie:  providing  seminars  and 
supporting  other  groups. 

TEES  FAIR  CARRIES  THE  THEME 

"SALUTE  TO  PIONEERS" 

The  Tees  Agricultural  Society  has 
successfully  built  their  fair  theme  into 
the  fair.  The  prize  list  features  the 
slogan  and  a  picture  of  a  horse  drawn 
wagon.  The  fair  convenors  were  in 
pioneer  dress  and  they  put  on  an  ice 
cream  making  demonstration.  Old 
fashioned  cookies  and  home  made  bread 
were  served  at  tables  decorated  with 
traditional  oil  cloth. 

Pictures  from  the  early  days  of  settle- 
ment were  displayed  on  the  walls.  The 

fair  theme  appeared  on  the  back  wall 
of  the  stage.  Displays  of  pioneer  items 
were  placed  throughout  the  exhibit,  ie: 
recipes  and  kitchen  equipment  in  baking, 
an  antique  bowl,   pitcher  and  cupboard. 

One  corner  of  the  hall  featured  laundry 
equipment  with  pioneer  clothes  hanging  on 
the  line.  In  the  centre  of  a  square 
formed  by  exhibit  tables  there  was  a 
complete   display   of   pioneer  furniture. 

Community  Services /Rural  Services  Division,  7000 -113  St.  Edmonton,  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 





MAKE  YOUR  ANNUAL  MEETING  INTERESTING 

Order  of  Business 

1)  Minutes  of  the  previous  annual 
meeting 

2)  Addresses  and  reports  of  officers 
3)  Reports  of  Committees 
4)  Unfinished  business 
5)  New  business 
6)  Addresses  and  discussion 
7)  Election  of  Officers 

Checkl ist 

1.  Is  the  meeting  date  on  or  before 
December  20  -  in  accordance  with  the 
Agricultural  Societies  Act? 

2.  Is  the  meeting  well  publicized? 

3.  Have  all  members  been  notified  at 
least  two  weeks  in  advance? 

4.  Is  the  secretary  prepared  to  arrive 
early  to  sell  memberships? 

5.  Are  copies  of  the  agenda,  reports  and 
financial  statements  available  to 
hand  out? 

6.  Do  the  by-laws  need  to  be  amended? 

7.  Is  there  a  quorum?    The  quorum  for  an 
annual  meeting  is  ten  people. 

PARTICIPANTS' 
Our  chairman  has  difficulty  chairing  a 
meeting.  Our  meetings  seem  to  take  a 

long  time  but  we  don't  accomplish  much. 
Have  you  ever  made  these  comments  or 
heard  others  make  them?  The  key  is  that 
you,  as  a  participant  in  the  meeting, 
can  influence  its  outcome.  It  is 
difficult  for  any  chairman  to  take 
complete  responsibility  for  the  way  a 
group  functions.  There  are  a  number  of 
ways  that  you  can  help  the  group  work 
well  together. 

Nominating  Committee 

The  election  of  your  new  Board  of 
Directors  takes  place  at  your  Annual 
Meeting.  A  Nominating  Committee  can  be 
appointed  in  advance  to  present  a  slate 
of  officers  to  the  meeting.  This  speeds 
up  the  election  process  and  ensures 
there  is  at  least  one  name  put  forth  for 
each  position. 

If  the  Nominating  Committee  has  more 
than  one  name  for  each  position,  the 
membership  will  still  have  more  than  one 
candidate  to  consider  if  there  are  no 
further  nominations  from  the  floor. 

If  people  know  that  a  nominating 
committee  will  present  a  slate  of 
officers,  they  are  less  likely  to  avoid 
attending  out  of  fear  of  being  asked  to 

take  a  position  they  don't  want. 

Special  Attractions 

1)  Refreshments 

2)  Food  -  perhaps  a  potluck  supper 

3)  Speakers,  Film,  Panel 

4)    Opportunity  for  participants  to 
participate  in  discussion  of  future 
goal s  of  the  society. 

One  way  to  help  is  to  be  an  attentive 
participant.  Concentrate      on  the 
meeting.  Express  any  ideas  you  have  on 
the  subject  being  discussed.  Avoid  the 
tendency  to  withhold  ideas  out  of  fear 
of  others  not  liking  them.  This 
restricts  the  number  of  options  the 
group  has  to  look  at.  Each  of  us, 
because  of  our  unique  life  experience, 
has  something  special   to  offer  the  group. 



Participants'  Role  -  Cont'd. 

It  is  important  to  let  the  group  know 
your  opinions  of  any  proposed  actions. 
If  you  disagree,  say  so.  The  group  may 
assume  your  silence  means  consent. 
Consequently,  they  will  expect  your  help 
in  implementing  the  decision. 

While  participating  yourself,  help 
others  to  participate.  One  way  to  do 
this  is  by  asking  quieter  members  for 
their  opinion.  If  one  or  two  people  are 
dominating  the  discussion,  help  the 
group  realize  this  through  suggesting 
that  the  group  hear  from  some  of  the 

participants    who    haven't    spoken  yet. 

As  well  as  helping  ensure  everyone 
participates,  you  can  help  the  group 
avoid  straying  off  the  topic.  If  you 
detect  that  the  discussion  is  wandering 
off  the  topic,  mention  it  to  the  group. 

Help  the  group  put  forth  all  the 
information  needed  to  make  a  decision. 
You  can  do  this  in  two  ways.  First,  ask 

questions  to  solicit  information  from 
others  in  the  group.  Secondly,  present 
all  the  information  you  have  which  may 
relate  to  the  subject. 

If  discussion  has  carried  on  for  some 
time,  it  helps  to  summarize  the  points 
covered  so  far.  If  the  chairman  hasn't 
done  it  and  you  feel  it  is  needed,  it  is 
appropriate  for  you  to  do  so.  This 
helps  ensure  everyone  is  following  the 
discussion. 

There  may  be  a  time,  when  in  spite  of 
being  attentive,  you  may  feel  confused 
as  to  what  is  being  discussed  or 
decided.  If  you  are  feeling  that  way, 
there  is  a  good  possibility  others  are 
too.  It  is  important  for  you  to  ask  for 
clarification  so  you  can  continue  to  be 

an  active  participant.  You  can't 
participate  if  you  are  not  sure  what  the 
group  is  doing.  If  a  decision  appears 

to  have  been  made  but  you're  not  sure  it 
was,  or  who  was  to  do  it,  or  what  the 
timeline  was;  then  raise  these 
questions,  iou  might  not  be  the  only  one 
wondering.  Others  just  might  be  afraid 

to  admit  they  don't  know. 

Another  summer  has  drawn  to  a  close  and  now 
the  rush  is  on  to  try  and  get  the  fields 
cleared    before   winter    descends    upon  us. 

Looking  back  to  warmer  days,  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  visit  a  few  fairs  during  the 
summer.  A  few  things  I  noted  were;  one 
fair  had  an  excellent  turnout  with  a  great 
many  activities,  a  couple  had  events  in 
conjunction  with  their  fair  that  could  be 
placed  in  the  provincial  category  and 
another  put  on  only  a  bench  show,  which  had 
been  very  poorly  supported. 

The  overall  feeling  was  that  although 
entries  for  the  bench  show  were  down,  this 
could  be  blamed  on  a  wet  July.  There  was 
still  great  support  for  agricultural 
societies  in  some  areas,  where  in  other 
there  was  not. 

Maybe  next  year,  some  societies  should  get 
together  with  their  neighbouring  societies 
and  arrange  to  have  events  at  different 
times  -  or  amalgamate. 

A  date  to  keep  in  mind  for  February  1987  is 
the  A.A.A.S.  Seminar  and  Annual  Meeting,  to 
be  held  at  the  Capri  Centre  in  Red  Deer  on 
the  13th  and  14th. 

HELP  WANTED^  A.S.A.H.P. 

A  young  agricultural  society  needs  your 
assistance.  If  you  know  of  an  outlet  for 
inexpensive  sturdy  and  reliable  community 
hall  and  lounge  chairs,  please  contact  the 
Delacour  Agricultural  Society  and  Community 
Association: 

c/o  Wally  Russel'i 
General  Delivery 
Delacour,  Alberta 
TOM  OTO 
Phone:  285-9691 



1986  ALBERTA  ACHIEVEMENT  AWARDS 
4-H  SCHOLARSHIPS 

Each  year  this  program  honors  individual 
albertans  and  groups  who  have,  through 
education,  sports,  the  arts,  humanities, 
science,  agriculture  or  in  some  other 
way,  made  extra  ordinatry  contributions 
to  the  enrichment  of  life  in  our  province. 
There  are  three  awards: 

Service  Awards 

For  individuals  who  have  been  noted  for 
exceptional  service  normally  extending 
over  a  period  of  ten  years  or  more,  and 
having  broad  impact  of  national,  prov- 

incial or  wide  regional  significance. 
This  service  will  have  been  performed 
in  a  voluntary  capacity. 

Excel lence  Awards 

For  individuals  who  have  been  noted  for 
exceptional  contributions  or  achievements 
in  a  professional/occupational  capacity 
at  national  or  international  level. 

Consideration  is  also  given  for  extra- 
ordinary professional /occupational 

achievement  or  contribution  at  a  provin- 
cial level  over  an  extended  period  of 

time. 

Performance  Awards 

For  competitive  performance  in  the  arts 
and  sports. 

For  more  information  contact  Mrs.  Leslie 
Liebel,  Coordinator,  Alberta  Achievement 
Awards  Program  at  427-8665. 

PUBLICATIONS  LIST 

Alberta  Agriculture  has  produced  a  new 
list  of  Department  of  Agriculture 
publications.  This  list  is  available  at 
your  District  Office  of  Alberta 
Agriculture. 

32  Alberta  4-H  scholarships  were  awarded 
this  year  to  past  or  present  4-H  members 
attending  post-secondary  institutions. 

These  awards  range  in  value  from  $200  to 
$3,000  and  are  sponsored  by  individuals, 
companies  and  memorial  funds. 

Recipients  are  selected  for  scholarships 
on  the  basis  of  various  criteria.  Some 
awards  are  specific  to  certain  areas  of 

the  province,  but  most  are  based  on  4-H 
achievement,  community  involvement  and 
academic  standing. 

The  4-H  Branch  of  Alberta  Agriculture 
also  administers  the  "Her  Majesty  Queen 
Elizabeth  the  Queen  Mother"  scholarship, 
which  is  sponsored  by  Alberta  Agriculture 
This  scholarship  is  open  to  all  Albertans 
who  are  studying  agriculture,  agricultural 
engineering,  home  economics  or  veterinary 
science  (large  animal).  It  was  established 
in  July,  1985,  by  the  Alberta  Government, 
as  a  gift  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  Mother, 
during  her  visit  to  Alberta.  Three  scholar- 

ships were  awarded  this  year,  and  will  be 
awarded  annually  until  1994. 

For  information  on  the  1987  4-H  scholar- 

ship program,  contact  the  Provincial  4-H 
Personal  Development  Specialist,  Anita 

Styba,  at  the  4-H  Branch  of  Alberta  Agri- 
culture in  Edmonton,  at  417-2541. 

FARM  EMPLOYMENT  RECORDS  AND  FORMS 

This  publication,  produced  by  the  Farm 
Business  Management  Branch  of  Alberta 
Agriculture,  is  designed  to  answer 
questions  about  the  laws  and  requirements 
of  government  bodies  regarding  farms  and 
records  for  farm  employees.  This  book  is 
also  applicable  to  agricultural  societies 
hiring  employees  through  S.T.E.P.  and  P.E.P. 



REMINDER 

Fair  Grant  Application 

Please  send  your  application  in  as  soon 
as  all  cancelled  cheques  have  been 
returned  to  you.  The  early  applications 
are  generally  processed  faster  because 

there  isn't  a  backlog. 

Early  Bird  Winners 

Congratulations  to  the  following  agri- 
cultural societies  for  having  their 

grant  applications  in  early: 

Cadogan  Glendon 
Smoky  River  Rimbey 
Vegreville  Didsbury 
Wildwood  &  District 
Dewberry  &  District 
Valley view  &  District 
Days  land  &  District 
Taber  Exhibition  Association 
Morrin  &  District 
Carmangay  &  District 
Acme  &  District 
Cremona  &  District 

Have  you  had  an  evaluation  meeting  for 

this  year's  fair? 

It's  important  to  evaluate  since  even  an 
excellent  fair  can  be  improved  upon. 

Improvements  don't  always  mean  more 
work.  Evaluation  may  lead  to  a  more 
efficient  way  of  doing  the  same  thing. 
You  might  decide  to  drop  an  activity  or 
class  and  substitute  with  one  that  has 
potential  for  more  interest. 

Another  benefit  of  evluation  is  that  it 
provides  an  opportunity  for  new 
volunteers  to  feel  they  are 
contributing.  This  encourages  their 
continuing  involvment. 

OPERATING  GRANT  DEADLINE  FOR  APPLICATION 

The  operating  grant  for  agricultural 
societies  which  operate  facilities  has  a 
deadline  of  March  1,  1987  on  claims  for 
the  1986  operating  year. 

Please  ensure  that  your  claim  is 
submitted  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 

end  of  1986  to  ensure  your  society's 
eligibility  for  grant  funds. 

Annual  Meeting 

The  Agricultural  Societies  Act  states 
that  agricultural  societies  must  have 
their  annual  meetings  on  or  before 
December  20. 



FARM 

ESTATE 

PLANNING 

A  FAMILY  AFFAIR 

What  would  happen  to  your  family  and 
your  farm  if  you  died  tomorrow?  While 

this  is  a  question  most  people  don't 
like  to  ponder,  it  raises  issues  that 
every  farm  family  should  consider. 

Farm  estate  planning  isn't  easy  but  it 
is  necessary.  That  is  why  Alberta 
Agriculture  is  releasing  a  new  home  study 
course  this  fall  entitled  "Farm  Estate 
Planning  -  A  Family  Affair."  The  course 
is  designed  to  encourage  farm  families  to 
plan  for  and  make  decisions  about  their 
future.  It  provides  information  so  that 
families  will  be  equipped  to  deal  know- 
ledgeably  with  the  professionals  who 
should  be  involved  in  drawing  up  an  estate 
plan. 

The  course  has  eight  chapters,  each 
dealing  with  a  different  aspect  of  estate 
planning.  It  comes  in  a  three-ringed 
binder  with  additional  supplemental 
material . 
designed 
something 
available 
cassette. 
$30.00; 
additional 

An   optional    video  cassette, 
to    motivate    families    to  do 
about     estate     planning,  is 
for    the    price    of    a  blank 
The    fee   for   the   course  is 

for     the     optional     video,  an 
$7.00. 

The  main  points  of  estate  planning  are 
covered  in  the  course:  security  of  income 
during  retirement,  continuity  of  the  farm 
family  business,  equitable  distribution  of 
your  estate  to  the  next  generation,  and 
minimization  of  taxes  and  estate  settle- 

ment costs. 

The  authors  of  the  course  are  experts  in 
different  areas.  The  first  two  chapters, 

which  discuss  why  an  estate  plan  is  nec- 
essary and  retirement,  were  written  by  a 

home  economist  with  special  adult  education 
skills.  The  chapters  on  financial  planning 
and  investment  basics  are  by  a  chartered 

financial  planner.  Alberta  Agriculture's 
farm  tax  specialist  wrote  the  chapter  on 
income  tax  and  property  transfers.  The  last 
three  chapters  were  written  by  one  of 

Alberta  Agriculture's  lawyers.  One  of  these 
chapters  discusses  farm  business  arrange- 

ments. Another  looks  at  estate  planning 
considerations  and  discusses  such  issues  as 

parents'  security  vs  children's  interest, 
fairness  to  everyone  and  how  to  avoid  family 
disputes.    The  last  chapter  discusses  wills. 

The  course  will  be  available  in  late 
October,  1986.  Registration  forms  are 
available  in  Alberta  Agriculture  district 
offices  or  by  writing  or  phoning  the  Home 
Study  Program,  2nd  Floor,  7000  -  113th 
Street,  Edmonton,  Alberta,  T6H  5T6, 

telephone  427-2404. 

"4-H  CLUBTIME' 

CBC  10:00  a.m.,  each  Saturday 
ACCESS  5:30  p.m.,  each  Monday 

October  4  -  Clubtime  Silver  Season 
October  11  -  Hot  Brands  &  Old  Tails 

(Rerun' 

October  18  -  Cattle  Drive  (Rerun) 
October  25  -  Bus  Manners 

November    1  -  Cold  Country  Road  (Rerun) 
November   8  -  Use  Respect 
November  15  -  The  Alberta  4-H  Hall  of 

Fame 

November  22  -  Fingerprints  are  Forever 
November  29  -  Fire  Cards  (Rerun) 

December  6  -  Bone  Stone 



I  HATE  TO  BRAG  BUT 

Jackie  Northey  of  the  Bashaw  and 
District  Agricultural  Society  shared 
with  us  a  new  event  at  their  fair.  She 
says  that  they  try  to  change  the  program 
regularly  to  keep  from  getting  stale 

but,  "It  does  get  harder  each  year  to 
try  and  top  the  previous,  but  with  a 
little  investigation  and  imagination,  we 

manage." 

This  year  for  the  first  time,  they  held 
a  Jelly  Jump.  They  used  100  pounds  of 
jello  and  200  gallons  of  water  in  a  200 
gallon  watering  tank.  Next  year  they 
will  try  150  pounds  of  jello  as  there 
was  difficulty  keeping  it  jelled  in 
spite  of  having  the  watering  tank  inside 
a  larger  tank  which  contained  ice  and 
water. 

They  bought  800  improperly  cut  keys  for 
$100  dollars  from  a  key  cutting  shop. 
Ten  of  these  keys  were  cut  to  fit  a 
padlock.  It  was  important  that  all  keys 
look  the  same  so  it  would  not  be  easy  to 
see   which   ones   would   fit   the  padlock. 

Participants  paid  two  dollars  to  dive 
for  one  key.  Eight  people  selected  the 
keys  which  fit  the  padlock.  They  gave 
back  the  keys  and  were  invited  to  come 
to  the  infield  of  the  last  event,  the 
pony  chariot  finals. 

The  finalists  each  drew  an  envelope  in 
the  order  in  which  they  had  located  the 
winning  keys.  A  public  address  system 
was  used  to  keep  the  crowd  informed. 
Each  envelope  contained  a  key.  Only  one 
of  these  keys  fit  the  padlock.  The 
finalist  who  drew  the  key  fitting  the 
padlock  won  the  prize.  The  prize  was  a 
three  wheeled  all  terrain  vehicle 
purchased  at  cost  prize  of  $1,200. 

Jackie  says  that,  "With  a  little  work  a 
dealer  may  donate  a  prize  in  return  for 

advertising  his  business."  Jackie  also 
commented,  "One  thing  we  didn't  do, 
which  we  will  do  next  year,  is  have 
consolation     prizes.  Most     of  the 
finalists  were  kids  and  it  was  so 

disappointing  to  lose." 

The  system  of  having  ten  finalists  to 
pick  a  winner  from,  was  used  to  avoid 
having  someone  draw  the  winning  key 
early  in  the  day,  thereby  ending  the 
jelly  dive  and  reducing  the  income. 

QUESTION:  Can  I  be  a  member  of  more 
than  one  agricultural  society? 

ANSWER:  According  to  the  Agricultural 
Societies  Act,  a  person  who  would  have 
qualified  to  sign  an  application  for  the 
formation  of  a  society,  may  become  a 
member  of  the  society  at  any  time  on 
payment  to  the  treasurer  of  a  membership 
fee  of  not  less  than  one  dollar. 

Since  one  of  the  requirements  to  sign 
the  application  to  form  a  society,  is 
that  the  person  not  be  a  member  of 
another  agricultural  society,  then  it 
follows  that  a  member  of  one 

agricultural  society  may  not  be  a  member 
of  another  society. 

However,  this  does  not  preclude  cooperation 

between  agricultural  societies.  An  individ- 
ual  can  be  a  voting  member  in  one  society, 
yet  still  participate  in  some  activity  in 
another  society,  ie:  you  are  involved  as  a 
member  of  the  agricultural  society  in  the 
small  community  you  live  in  but  volunteer  in 
the  livestock  show  sponsored  by  another 
agricultural  society. 

If  your  society  would  like  to  discuss  this 
issue  with  us  further,  please  call  Andy, 
Helen  or  Rae  at  427-2171. 



We  have  noticed  some  confusion  as  to  the  role  of  the  Alberta  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
the  Alberta  Association  of  Agricultural  Societies.  The  following  is  a  comparison  of  their 

roles.    This  information  also  appears  in  your  society's  Secretary's  Manual. 

ROLE  OF  ALBERTA  AGRICULTURE  ROLE  OF  A.A.A.S. 

1.  Administer  the  Agricultural  Societies 
Act  and  regulations  as  they  apply  to 
agricultural  societies. 

2.  Provide  financial  support 

*  through  grants  to  agricultural  soc- 
ieties for  programs  (fairs),  operating, 

facility  development 

*  to  A.A.A.S.  for  operating  including 
office,  secretarial,  materials  and 
mail ing. 

3.  Provide  staff  support  to  assist  soc- 
ieties with  organization,  program 

development,  financial  planning  and 
community  involvement  through  attending 
meetings,  workshops,  in-service 
training. 

4.  Assist  societies  in  solving  particular 
problems  they  are  experiencing. 

5.  Liaison  with  other  government  agencies 
with  similar  responsibilities  in  rural 
areas  or  complementary  programs. 

6.    Provide  information  to  agricultural 
societies  on  programs,  financial 
assistance,  activities. 

1.    Provide  an  organization  to  which  all 
agricultural  societies  may  belong. 

2.    Provide  an  opportunity  for  agricultural 
societies  to  meet  as  a  total  group  at 
the  annual  meeting  and  occasionally  on 
a  regional  basis,  ie:  seminars. 

3.    Provide  a  vehicle  for  quantity  purchase 
of  supplies  or  services  if  appropriate 
ie:  fair  tags,  insurance. 

4.  Provide  a  means  for  joint  and/or  prov- 
incial action  on  needs  expressed  by 

societies,  ie:  grant  schedule,  issues 
affecting  rural  communities. 

5.  Identify  needs  of  agricultural  societies 
and  act  on  those  appropriate  for  joint 
action  and  refer  other  for  department 
consideration. 

6.  Act  in  an  advisory  capacity  to  depart- 
ment staff  on  needs  and  priorities  for 

development  and  implementation. 

Consult  with  A.A.A.S.  on  agricultural 
society  needs,  program  priorities. 

7.    Represent  agricultural  societies  with 
other  non-governmental  agricultural 
organizations,  ie:  Unifarm,  N.F.U., 
R.E.D.A. ,  W.I. 

Represent  agricultural  societies  with 
other  government  agencies. 

8.    Maintain  a  central  office 

9.    Produce  a  bi-monthly  newsletter  for 
agricultural  societies. 

10. Organize  and  participate  in  20  Regional 
Workshops  for  agricultural  societies 
throughout  the  province. 



SERVICES  OF  THE 
FARM  SAFETY  PROGRAM 

WORKSHOPS 

Farm  Safety  In  Action 

Awareness  and  preparation  are  your  best 
defence  against  accident,  injury  and 
property  damage.  Try  out  this  two  hour, 
hands-on,  survey  workshop  that 
highlights  various  aspects  of  farm 
safety. 

*  How  to  identify  hazards 
*  How  to  eliminate  hazards 
*  Hot  to  work  safely  around  hazards 
*  How  to  be  ready  to  respond  to  an 

accident  situation 

Safety  topics  chosen  to  suit  your  group. 

The  Lifesaver:  First  Aid  On  The  Farm 

When    accidents    happen,    fir  t    aid  can 
mean    the    difference    between    life  and 
death.     We  offer  a  two  and  one-half  hour 
workshop  to  teach  you  first  aid 
procedures  for  farm  situations. 

What  injuries  you  can  expect  to  see 
How  to  keep  a  victim  breathing 

How  to  stop  a  victim's  bleeding 
How  to  prevent  death  from  shock 
How  to  help  a  poison  victim 

The  Extended  Lifesaver 

Your  equipment  and  your  animals  aren't 
the  only  threats  to  your  health.  Why 
not  sample  a  four  and  one-half  hour, 
special  purpose,  first  aid  course  that 
shows  you: 

How  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  work 
How  heart  and  blood  vessel  diseases 
develop 
How  to  recognize  a  heart  attack 
How  to  keep  a  heart  attack  victim 
alive  until  the  ambulance  arrives 

Fire  Control  On  The  Farm 

What  could  you  do  if  your  barn  caught 
fire?  This  two  and  one-half  hour 
workshop  will  help  you  determine: 

*  How  a  fire  will  affect  your  farm  and family 

*  How  a  fire  gets  started 
*  How  to  prevent  accidental  fires 
*  How  to  select  the  best  fire 

extinguisher  for  your  farm 
*  How  to  use  a  fire  extinguisher 

(hands-on  experience) 

CONFERENCE  SERVICES 

Workshop  Sessions 

We  will  design  a  special  workshop  to 
suit  your  conference  theme  -  emergency 
response,  planning  for  safety,  farm 
chemicals  -  whatever  you  want! 

Spot  Announcements 

Five  minutes  of  fast  talk  and 
demonstration  on  safety  topics  relevant 
to  the  farm.  Perfect  for  perking  up  the 
times  between  conference  sessions. 

Guest  Speakers 

Choose  your  topic,  set  your  occasion 
and  make  your  request.    The  Farm 
Safety  Program  will  do  the  rest. 

DISPLAY  MODELS 

Farmyard  Hazards 

iion 

A  viewer  participating  display,  this 
miniature  farm  is  an  electronic  matchup 
contest  that  illustrates  everyday 
hazards  on  a  typical  farm. 

Machinery  Hazards 

This  large  display  demonstrates  those 
parts  of  any  farm  implement  that  cause 
pull-in,  wrap-up,  shear  or  crush 
injuries.  It's  an  eye-catching  and 
dramatic  illustration  of  what  can  go 

wrong  and  how  fast. 
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AGRICULTURAL  SCXZIETIES  OBJECTIVE 

"by  developing  activities  to  encourage 
activities  and  interest  boys  and  girls 
in  the  work  of  agricultural  societies; 

Our  Resident  Fish  and  Birds 
Community  School) 

(Coutts 

Omnriu 
nitv  N ews 

LIVE  ENTERTAItJMENT,  "FOOD  &  CRAFT  FAIR" 
We  rented  a  tent  (30  x  90)  from  Alberta 
Bingo  Supplies  in  January  for  this  event. 
At  one  end,  we  put  a  portable  stage  where 
we  held  constant  live  entertainment.  We 
purchased  talent  for  the  kids  in  the  form 
of  the  KENUPPETS!  We  had  some  purchased 
and  some  local  talent  for  the  adults.  We 
mixed  the  two  together  all  through  the 
day.  At  the  other  end  of  the  tent,  we  set 
up  tables  for  a  food  and  craft  fair.  We 
advertised  this  available  space  early  in 
the  year,  specifying  we  wanted  only  home 
or  handmade  items.  They  were  allowed  to 

sell    or    display.    -    BASHAW   AG.  SOCIETY 

Many  schools  have  animals  cared  for  by 
school  members.  V/e  have  two  aquariums 
at  the  main  entrance  to  our  school  that 
serve  as  a  real  gathering  area  for 
students.  The  aquariums  are  windows 
into  another  world,  an  aquatic  world 
that  always  fascinates  students  and 
adults.  Due  to  the  elusive  behaviour  of 
aquarium  inhabitants,  new  fish  are 
continually  being  discovered.  Some 
students  like  to  contribute  fish  to  the 
tanks  from  time  to  time  as  well. 

Coutts  Community  School  idea  that  any 
agricultural  society  could  support  in 
their  community.  How  about  offering  to 
loan  a  live  display  of  other  animals  for 

a  day  or  more.  "The  minifarm".  Along with  this  offer  volunteers  to  be  on  hand 
to  discuss  the  role  of  these  animals  on 
the  farm  and  in  our  future. 

The  PEACE  RIVER  Bench  Show  uses  class 
labels  laminated  with  clear  mactac  for 
use  every  year.  They  use  removable 
stickers  for  class  numbers  which  allows 
them  to  add  or  delete  classes  each  year. 

A  popular  event  at  the  MANNVILLE  fair 
is  the  cake  walk.  If  you  are  on  the  right 
square  when  the  music  stops,  you  win  a 
cake. 

The  Sullivan  Lake  West  Agricultural 

Society  sponsored  a  children's  pan  for 
gold.  Forty  dollars  worth  of  nickels 
was  buried  in  the  sand.  The  smallest 

children  get  the  first  try  for  a  pre- 
determined length  of  time. 

y^lberra 
AGRICULTURE 

Community  Services /Rural  Services  Division,  7000 -113  St.  Edmonton,  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 



2. 

DOLLHOUSE  FUND-RAISER 
A  beautiful  wooden  dollhouse  was  built 
by  Don  Klapstein.  Other  volunteers  will 
be  doing  the  interior  decorating, 
wallpaper,  drapes,  throw  rugs,  etc.  The 
next  phase  will  involve  a  call  for  donated 
furniture.  The  dollhouse  will  be  raffled 
next  year.  This  is  Heritage  Agricultural 

Society's  second  dollhouse.  raffle.  (Stony 
Plain)      Heritage     Agricultural  Society 

MURDER  AT  THE  CENTRE 
The  Heritage  Agricultural  Society 

sponsored  a  "Who  Dunnit"  dinner  at  the 
Multicultural  Heritage  Centre  on  the 
evening  of  Thursday,  October  30.  Someone 
was  marked  to  meet  an  untimely  end  during 
the  evening.  All  visitors  to  the 
restaurant  that  night  assisted  in  policing 
the  area  and  became  super  sleuths  to  help 
capture  the  culprit.  This  evening  was  for 
adults  and  commenced  with  Thursday  night 
supper  at  the  Centre  starting  at  6  p.m. 
The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  an 
enjoyable  way  to  spend  an  evening. 

For  further  infomation  on  our  first-ever 

"WHODUNNIT?",        please        contact  the 
Multicultural  Centre  at  963-2777. 
(Stony  Plain)  Heritage  Agricultural 

Society 

DOG  SCENT  HURDLING 
The  Alberta  Scent  Hurdling  Association 
will  come  to  your  event  for  $100.00  in 
prize  money.  Individual  dog  owners 
bring  their  dogs  to  compete  in  hurdling 
races.  What  made  this  event  popular, 
was  that  when  the  races  were  finished, 
the  dogs  compete  against  the  kids  in  the 
crowd.  It  was  great,  and  the  dogs  won  3 
out   of   4   times'!      Bashaw  Agr.  Society 

AND  HCM  ABOUT  YOU?  Phone,  write  or  send 
us  your  newsletter  so  we  can  share  your 

successes  while  we  help  you  "toot  your 
own  horn". 

ADMIRATION  FROM  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

"Fair  Division"  ' 

Would  like  to  let  you  know  how  much  I've 
enjoyed  judging  "Home  Arts"  in  your  great 
province. 

We  -  (Myrna  Gardner  &  myself  really  got 
a  lot  out  of  this  experience)  -  we  have 
judged  in  B.C.  for  at  least  15  years  - 
but  got  a  different  outlook  on  your  fairs. 

I  was  at  Wanham  and  La  Glace,  and  had  a 
great  time.  People  so  friendly  and  every- 

thing in  order  to  judge.  Lot  of  room  and 
not  rushed  for  time  -  the  assistance  was 
terrific  -  and,  of  course,  the  money  was "tops"  too. 

Would  like  to  know  if  we  will  be  able  to 
do  more  judging  in  1987?  And  also  if  there 
is  going  to  be  another  seminar  at  Fairview 
which  I  went  to  and  think  this  could  be  even 
a  little  longer  as  learned  plenty,  but  kind 
of  rushed. 

Thanks  again.     Hope  to  see  you  all  again. 

Kay  Garlough,  Dawson  Creek,  B.C. 

SCHOOL  SHOWCASE 
Our  school  recently  initiated  a  feature 
that  has  been  very  popular  with  our  students 
and  community  members.  We  have  moved  a 
glass  trophy  case  to  a  central  location  in 
our  main  entrance  outside  the  main  office. 
Our  showcase  features  a  new  display  every 
Monday.  School  students  and  community 
members  are  invited  to  contribute  items  or 
collections  of  items  on  a  similar  theme. 

Some  examples  are:  MARVELOUS  Toys  (Go-bots 
and  Transformers ) ,  Things  from  Around  the 
World,  Unusual  Rocks,  as  well  as  games, 
handicrafts  and  private  collections  of 
whatever.  We  now  have  a  considerable 
waiting  list  of  things  that  students  are 
anxious  to  display.  (Coutts  Community 
School ) 

Do  you  have  a  showcase  in  your  school? 
How  about  an  agricultural  society  display? 



POLLUTED  STREAM 

There    flows    a    strange    and    foamy  mess 
Where    once    there    was    such  loveliness 
No  swimmers  now,  along  the  bank 
But  foam  and  refuse,  vile  and  dank. 

I  used  to  camp  here  years  ago 

Beside    the    cool    stream's    crystal  flow 
I  used  to  catch  and  fry  my  fish 
Kings  never  ate  more  tasty-dish. 

I  made  my  coffee  in  a  can 
From  water  in  the  stream  that  ran 
And  rippled  gainst  the  mossy  bank 
Now  all  around  is  dark  and  dank. 

And  I  remember  birds  that  flew 
From  tree  to  treetop,  two  by  two. 

But  now  it  seems  they're  gone  away 
Where  fish  are  dead,  few  birds  will  stay. 
To    ride    the    ripples    choked    with  foam 

Nor  can  I  stay  -  I'm  going  home. 

From    recently    published    "People  Peoms" 

By  Connie  Coe 

"4-H  CLUBTIME"  SHOW  TIMES 
CBC  10  a.m.  each  Saturday 
ACCESS       5:30  p.m.,  each  Monday 

December  13    Selections  -  "Stress  Test" 
December  20    Christmas  Special  -  "Lights" 
December  27    Clubtime  Bloopers,  etc. 

January    3  Coming  To  You  By  Satellite 
January  10  Conservation  Camp  (Rerun) 
January  17  Cleaver  Capers 
January  24  4-H  Pioneers  Revisited 
January  31  4-H'ers  Then  and  Now-Part  1 
February  7  4-H'ers  Then  and  Now-Part  2 

R.E.D.A. 

The     Rural     Education     and  Development 
Association       has       produced,       The  Farm 
Financial  Crisis  -  A  Guide  To  Services 
Available  in  Alberta. 

This  publication  was  developed  in  response 
to  concern  expressed  by  farm  organizations 
and  individuals  that  families  about  to  lose 
their  farms  were  not  aware  of  support 
services  available.  This  publication 
describes  the  type  of  information  the 
family  needs.  It  also  identifies  local 
contacts  and  agencies  who  can  offer  useful 
service . 

This  information  is  useful  to  farm  families 
who  are  evaluating  their  farm  business  as  a 
viable  unit.  They  can  read  through  the 
description  of  services,  contact  local 
agencies  for  more  information  and  get  the 
information  they  need  to  make  decisions 
regarding  future  directions. 

The  publication  is  available  for  public 
distribution  at  a  cost  of  $2.00  per  copy. 
Orders  of  10  copies  or  more  will  be  charged 
$1.50  per  copy. 

If  you 

services 
call: 

have     questions     regarding  the 
described    in   the   guide,  please 
John  Melicher 
Executive  Director 
R.E.D.A. 
14815  -  119  Avenue 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5L  2N9 

Phone:  451-5959 

The  first  Alberta  Agricultural  Society 

was  formed  in  1879  and  it's  still 
running  strong  today.  Do  you  know  which 
agricultural  society  this  was?  See 
page  8  of  this  newsletter  for  the  answer. 



CANADIAN  WESTERN  AGRIBITION 
NEVJS  RELEASE 

2800  Purebred  Cattle  At  Agribition  '86 

Nineteen  types  of  purebred  cattle  will 

be  shown  at  Agribition  '86.  Leading 
breeds  include  Hereford,  Simmental, 
Angus  and  Charolais.  In  total,  over 
2800  animals  were  registered  before 
entries  closed  October  1. 

Agribition  purebred  cattle  shows  attract 

"seed  stock"  buyers  from  around  the 
world.  Bred  females,  cow-calf  pairs  and 
bulls  from  each  breed  are  features  from 
November  30  through  December  4. 

Judging  follows  the  "Hays  System",  as 
published  in  Agriculture  Canada's Livestock  Classification.  In  addition 
to  shows,  auction  sales  are  sponsored  by 
most  cattle  breed  associations. 

Part  of  each  entry  fee,  which  ranges 
from  $30  to  $45  for  individual  animals, 
is  returned  as  prize  money.  A  month 
before  show  time,  exhibitors  are 
notified  which  barns  are  reserved  for 
their  stock.  Cattle  breed  associations 

appoint  "Bam  Bosses"  to  oversee  smooth 
stabling  and  animal  care  during  the  week. 

In  addition  to  the  nineteen  established 
show  breeds  at  Agribition,  look  for 
Texas  Longhom,  Speckle-Park  and  Shaver 
Beef  Blend  display  animals. 

Agribition  '86  -  November  20 
"You'll  Like  Our  View" 

December  5 

For  more  information,  contact: 
Dianna  H.  Hebert 
Publication  Relations 

(306)  565-0565 

Officer 

WHAT  WENT  WRONG? 

This  is  the  story  of  four  people: 
Everybody,    Somebody,    Anybody    and  Nobody. 

There  was  an  important  job  to  be  done  and 
Everybody  was  sure  that  Somebody  would  do 
it. 

Anybody  could  have  done  it  but  Nobody  did 
it. 

Somebody  got  angry  because  it  was 
Everybody's  job. 
Everybody  throught  tl:^  Somebody  would 
do  it. 
But  Nobody  asked  Anybody. 

It  ended  up  that  the  job  wasn't  done  and 
Everybody  blamed  Somebody,  when  actually 
Nobody  asked  Anybody. 

REMINDER 

Annual  reports  are  due  on  January  15, 
1987. 

The  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
tures must  be  Certified  By  An  Independent 

Chartered  Accountant. 

"7  1?    7    9  ̂  
m        c=>  ♦        c3  • 

Have  you  completed  your  request  for 

workshop  form  yet?  It's  due  December  20, 1986. 

•'^i  V^<"  TIME  REQUIEED  ̂  

3.  iy\a)<:.cj  mu^:^^c  mitr'^^^m  -^ 
4.  Vnlu.A^o^r^  'SLi^'^ 

DEADLINB  PGR  BEQUESTS  -  Decwnber  20,       '  " 

The  operating  grant  application  for  1986 
is  due  March  1,  1987.  Please  send  in  the 
application  as  soon  as  you  qualify  for 
the  maximum  grant  or  the  cancelled 
cheques  for  December  have  been  returned 

by  the  bank. 



DEADLINE  COMING  UPl 

{&  It's  Not  Christmas) 

Just  a  reminder  to  all  agricultural 
society  secretaries  and  treasurers  that 
the  Agricultural  Societies  Act  requires 
the  submission  of  the  following  year-end 
forms  by  January  15,  1986. 

1)  List  of  Officers  and  Board  of 
Directors  for  1986. 

We  need  this  list  to  contact  your 
agricultural  society.  It  helps  us  send 
information  to  the  appropriate  people. 
Please  remember  to  include  business  phone 
numbers  for  secretaries  and  treasurers  as 
we  often  need  to  contact  them  during  the 
day. 
2)  Report  of  Board  of  Directors 

This  tells  us  about  your 

agricultural  society's  successes  and 
problems  so  we  can  plan  programs  to 
address  your  concerns.  It  also  provides 
ideas  for  us  to  share  with  other 
agricultural  societies  through  the 
newsletter     and     at  meetings/workshops. 

3)  Financial  Statements 

These  provide  more  details  about 
your  various  activities  to  guide  us  in 
how  to  best  serve  you. 

a)  Cash  receipts  and  Expenditures 
show  your  cash  inflow  and  outflow  for 
the  previous  year. 

b)  Balance  Sheet  -  A  summary  of  the 
financial  position  of  your  agricultural 
society  including  assets,  liabilities 
and  equity  or  net  worth. 

NOTE:  Western  Canada  Lottery  fund  was 
to  be  kept  in  a  separate  account.  You 
are  required  to  provide  a  summary  of  the 
use  of  lottery  funds  along  with  your 
financial  report,  certified  by  an 
independent  chartered  accountant. 

4)  Proof  of  Bond 

This  is  not  required  but  is  highly 
recommended  to  protect  agricultural 
societies  which  handle  considerable  sums 
of  money. 

A  CHALLENGE  TO  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETIES 

You  are  a  vital  resource  in  an  education 

system! I 

Alberta  Agriculture  has  provided 
elementary  schools  with  a  teacher  handbook, 

"Pride  in  Alberta"  which  is  supportive  of 
the  social  study,  science  and  language  arts 
curriculum. 

One  of  the  roles  of  agricultural  societies 
is  education.  Your  agricultural  society  can 

provide  opportunities  for  community  edu- 
cation connections  to  support  the  school 

curriculum. 

HCW? 

Take  the  education  opportunity  inventory  on 
pages  6  and  7  to  your  next  meeting  and  start 
something  special  for  the  youth  of  your 
community. 

First,  contact  the  schools  grade  4-6 
teachers  with  the  proposed  inventory. 
Ask  them  to  determine  which  resources 
would  be  useful  to  their  curriculum. 
Discuss  topics,  time  and  expectations. 
Start  with  their  suggestions  and  then 
keep    building     your    resource  inventory. 

Second  Bragl  Phone  us  or  drop  us  a 
quick  note  to  let  us  know  what  you  are 
doing  to  improve  education  in  your 
community. 

Third  Be  forewarned,  we  are  going  to 
let  the  teachers  know  agricultural 
societies  are  a  part  of  the  education 

system  in  your  community.  So  'git 

crack in' I 



AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  EDUCATIONAL  OPPORTUl^JITY  INVENTORY 

RESOURCE RELATED  ACTIVITIES NAME PHONE  NO 

A  homesteader  or  a 
family  member  who 
moved  to  Alberta 

Anyone  who  has  pioneer 
possessions.    To  show 
and  talk  about,  demon- 

strate, loan  to 
teachers  or  is  willing 
to  have  a  class  visit 
to  see  the  items 

Someone  familiar  with 
farming  past  and 
present 

Offer  to  talk  to  students  about  any 
or  all  in  answer  to  the  following 
questions:    When  did  you  or  your 
grandparents  arrive  in  Alberta? 
Why  did  they  come?    What  did  they 
do  before  farming?    What  was  it 
like  where  they  came  from?    How  did 
they  get  here,  build  their  homes 
and  barns,  farm,  shop?    Who  were 
their  neighbours  and  did  they  help 
each  other  and  how?    How  were  homes 
heated,  lit,  furnished?    What  about 
doctors,  schools? 

Spinning  wheel 
Wash  board 
Butter  churns 
Handmade  nails 
Iron  machinery  parts 
Lanterns 
Candle  molds 
Iron  pots  and  kettles 
Special  kitchen  tools 
Ornaments 
All  musical  instruments 
Irons 

Treddle  sewing  machine 
Hand  tools 

Toys,  dolls,  trains,  etc. 
Tables  and  chairs 
Stove  and  heaters 
Carpentry  tools 
Etc. 

Machinery  then  and  now,  eg:  tractors 
how  design  and  features  have  changed 
the  effects  of  mechanization  on 

farming  industry;  job  changes,  plow- 
ing, threshing,  feeding  livestock, 

one  way  to  plow,  binder  to  tractor, 
starting  the  tractor  then  and  now. 



7 

RESOURCE RELATED  ACTIVITIES NAME PHONE  NO. 

Farm  visit 
opportunities 

Old  picture  albums 
showing  horses  and 
wagons,  plows, barns, 
clothing,  schools, 
cabins,  houses, 
stores,  sod  huts, 
tents. 

Cooks 

Craftspeople 

Rural  poets,  authors 
and  artists 

Travellers 

Cultivation 
Seeding 

Irrigation 
Harvesting 
Marketing 

Growing  feed  for  winter 
Winter  feeding 

Egg  hatching,  collecting, 
grading 

Shipping,  pricing 
Disease  control 
Fence  building 
Sheaving 
Milking 

Herding  from  one  pasture  to 
another  and  why 
Beekeeping  and  a  taste  of  honey 

Make  biscuits,  homemade  butter,  pull- 
taffy,  other  pioneer  food  to  share. 

Weavers,  basketry,  furniture,  rug- 
making,  quilting,  etc.  and  how  they 
relate  to  rural  life  in  the  past. 

Readings  and  share  how  you  started, 
hints  for  young  people  just  starting, 
Show  paintings,  demonstrate. 

Share  rural  scenes  and  farming  in 
other  countries. 

But  -  DON'T  DELAY  -  START  TODAY!! 
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On  The  Rodd 

Resource  Meeting 

Bent ley 
Wainwright 
Winf ield 
Rocky  Mtn.  House 
Alder  Flats 
Provost 
Carseland 
Picture  Butte 
Rochester 

Board  Meeting 

Bassano 
Hanna 
Didsbury 
A.  A.  A.  S. 

Board  Orientation  Workshops 

KAC  Ag.  Society 
Lamont 

Delacour 
Clive 

WHAT  ARE  VOLUNTEERS? 

Volunteers  are  like  Ford; 

they  have  better  ideas. 
Volunteers  are  like  Coke; 

they  are  the  real  thing. 
Volunteers  are  like  Pan  Am; 

they  make  the  going  great. 
Volunteers  are  like  Pepsi; 

they've  got  a  lot  to  give. 
Volunteers  are  like  Dial  Soap; 

they  care  more,  don't  you 
wish  everybody  did? 

Volunteers  are  like  VO-5  hairspray; 
their  goodness  holds  in 
all  kinds  of  weather 

Volunteers  are  like  Hallmark  Cards; 
they  care  enough  to  give 
the  very  best. 

Volunteers  are  like  Standard  Oil; 
they  expect  more  and  you 

get  it. But  most  of  all,  Volunteers  are  like 
Frosted  Flakes; 

THEY'RE  GR-R-R-REAT! 

Fair  Visits Fair  Evaluation 

Chauvin  Torrington 

Public  Information  Meeting 

Black  Diamond 
Bow  Island 

Project  Planning 

Blood  Tribe 
Warner 
Milk  River 

Annual  Meeting 

Pibroch 

Partners  in 

progress  theme 

of  Agriculture 

Week 

Partners  in  Progress  has  been 
selected  as  the  theme  of  Agriculture 
Week  in  Alberta  running  from  March  8 
to  March  14, 1987.  Events  kick  off  with 
the  Agriculture  Hall  of  Fame  dinner  in 
Calgary,  March  6. 

ANSWER:  The  first  agricultural  society 
formed       in       Alberta      was  Edmonton. 
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AN  OPPORTUNITY  TO  TRAVEL  ABOUT 

The  International  Agricultural  Exchange 
Association  provides  young  people  with 
an  opportunity  to  travel  abroad  to  live 
and  work  with  a  farm  family  and  provides 
farmers  with  an  opportunity  to  host  a 
trainee  for  a  few  months  of  the  year  in 
your  own  home.  The  program  is  now  in 
its  21st  year  of  operation  and  has  18 
participating  host  countries. 

To  qualify  to  be  a  trainee,  you  must  be 
between  19  -  28  years  of  age,  single  and 
in  good  health.  The  association  makes 
the  travel  arrangements  on  a  group 
basis,  obtains  work  permits,  arranges 
placement  and  provides  orientation  to 
the  trainees.  The  trainee  stays  for  6 
months  on  a  monthly  training  allowance. 
The  trainee  works  with  the  family  and 
also  participates  in  activities  with  the 
family  and  the  community. 

A  minimum  of  three  weeks  unpaid  holiday 
is  given  to  allow  the  trainee  to  see 
more  of  their  host  country. 

The  four  categories  of  trainee  positions 
available  are: 
1:  Agricultural  trainee  to  participate 
in  all  general  farm  operations. 

2:  Horticultural  trainee  to  work  in 
fruit  orchards,  vegetable  farms  and  in 
greenhouses . 

3:  Home      Management      trainee  for 
household  duties,  looking  after  children 
and  helping  in  the  garden. 

4:  Agri-Mix  trainee  doesn't  have  enough 
experience  to  be  an  agricultural  trainee 
-  spends  h  time  as  agricultural  trainee 
and  h   time   as   home  management  trainee. 

If   you   know  of   a   potential   trainee  or 
host     farmer,     have     them     contact  The 
International       Agricultural  Exchange 
Association  at  this  address: 

I.A.E.A. 

1211  -  list  Avenue,  S.W. 
CALGARY,  Alberta 
T3C  0M5 

Phone:  244-1814 

The  Fair  Date  Form  is  going  out  with 
this  newsletter.  Please  complete  and 
return  by  March  1,  1987  so  that  your 
activities  can  be  included  in  our  fair 
book  to  be  sent  out  to  all  agricultural 
societies  and  other  interested  people. 
We  also  receive  calls  from  exhibitors, 
tourists,  etc.  asking  for  the  dates  of 
events  around  the  Province.  If  we  have 
the  information  from  you,  we  can  provide 
it  to  them.  It  also  helps  us  to  plan 
our  itinerary  for  fair  visits  in  the 
summer. 

We'll  be  at  the  Alberta  Association  of 
Agricultural  Societies  Annual  Conference 
in  Red  Deer  in  February.     Will  we  see  you th 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

We  fully  acknowledge  without  loss  of 
conscience  that  we  lifted  some  of  our 
newsletter  information  from  the 
following  sources.  Interdepartmental 
Community  Schools,  Principal  Teachers 
Letter,  Community  Newsletters,  Western 
Canada  Agribition  News  Release,  People 
Poems  by  Connie  Coe,  Fair  Scope. 

We  are  sorry  we  couldn't  take  more  and 
we  are  extremely  thankful  for  what  we've 
been  able  to  relay.  All  contributions 
are  welcome.  Feel  free  to  copy  from  our 
newsletter  and  acknowledge  a  shared 
"lift"  in  the  network. 








